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Radnorshire Dragonfly Recorders’ Newsletter & 2015 Report 
Bob Dennison, Vice County (VC) 43 Recorder 

 

Introduction 

I would like to thank the 25 contributors to the 2015 Radnorshire dragonfly recording effort which 
resulted in 528 records and I would especially like to thank and welcome a number of new recorders. 
 
As usual, the biggest single contributions were from dragonfly veterans, Dick Eastwood and Ian Standen 
- so special thanks to them; but I’m always gratified whenever people take the trouble to send me details 
of their dragonfly and damselfly sightings – no matter how few or apparently commonplace. When 
combined geographically and from year to year, these fragments of information take on the power to 
provide us with valuable insights, indications of change and ideas for further research. 
 
Jointly kicking off the 2015 Radnorshire flight-season on the 20th April were Large Red Damselflies 
seen by Ian Standen at Cors y Llyn near Newbridge and by Dick Eastwood at his pond near Clyro. 
Bringing the flight-season to a close on the 2nd of November were male and female Southern hawkers 
– the latter egg-laying – at Stephen Mullard’s pond near Ffynnon Gynydd. Despite somewhat mixed 
weather conditions, the 2015 season featured all of Radnorshire’s 23 regularly recorded species, 
comprising the 14 dragonfly and 9 damselfly species listed below. No species new to the Vice-County 
were recorded. 
 

Radnorshire (Vice County 43 ) Species & records list for [2015] vs. (2014) for comparison 

Species Name Common Name No. of records [2015] vs (2014)  

Aeshna cyanea Southern Hawker [45]        (57) 

Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker [19]        (10) 

Aeshna juncea Common Hawker [31]        (31) 

Aeshna mixta Migrant Hawker [5]        (3) 

Anax imperator Emperor Dragonfly [31]        (10) 

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle [19]        (3) 

Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle [19]        (11) 

Coenagrion puella Azure Damselfly [50]        (67) 

Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly [10]        (15) 

Enallagma cyathigerum Common Damselfly [29]        (36) 

Gomphus vulgatissimus Common Clubtail [1]        (2) 

Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly [16]        (13) 

Ishnura pumilio Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly [6]        (7) 

Lestes sponsa Emerald Damselfly [31]        (28) 

Libellula depressa Broad-bodied Chaser [46]        (37) 

Libellula quadrimaculata Four-spotted Chaser [14]        (13) 

Orthetrum cancellatum Black-tailed Skimmer [5]        (2) 

Orthetrum coerulescens Keeled Skimmer [4]        (4) 

Platycnemis pennipes White-legged Damselfly [8]        (1) 

Pyrrhosoma nymphula Large Red Damselfly [66]        (75) 

Sympetrum danae Black Darter [12]     (10) 

Sympetrum sanguineum Ruddy Darter [1]     (0) 

Sympetrum striolatum Common Darter [60]     (52) 

 

(Note: a single ‘species record’ may consist of a single insect or of numerous individuals seen at a location.) 
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Species notes and notable species 2015 

I had expressed concerns in the two previous seasons’ reports about the noticeable drop off in sightings 
of our four ‘river specialists’, namely:- Beautiful Demoiselle, Banded Demoiselle, Common Clubtail 
and White-legged Damselfly. However, a sustained recording effort in May, June and July by Dick - 
supplemented by observations from David Warren and a handful of other recorders – would seem to 
give grounds for at least some optimism, as the previous table showed. 
 
 

 

Exuviae of Common Club-tail and both Demoiselle species: Dick Eastwood 
 
 
Although Common Clubtail records were limited to the valuable sighting of a single larval case (exuvia), 
the recorded numbers for the other three ‘river species’ were much healthier in 2015 – particularly 
Banded Demoiselle for which we now have much better evidence of breeding. As mentioned in 
pervious reports, however, the fact is that we Odonata recorders are so few in number. So it is difficult to 
draw firm conclusions about the underlying reasons for these apparent changes in fortunes of 
Radnorshire’s river species. The numbers of records may be a function of river flows or pollution levels, 
temperature or weather patterns or simply a reflection of the amount of recorder effort. 
 
Two early-summer species whose behaviours and flight periods seemed to have been affected by last 
year’s weather patterns were the Broad-bodied Chaser and Emperor Dragonfly. Historically, 
Radnorshire sightings of both species on the wing have invariably ceased by mid-August. In 2015 
however, five Emperor Dragonfly records from three contributors (Darylle Hardy, Dick Eastwood and 
Stephen Mullard) were recorded in September – the latest observation being made by Stephen on the 
16th. 
 
Consultation with Adrian Parr of the British Dragonfly Society confirmed these late sightings of Emperor 
Dragonfly to be consistent with changes observed further afield. He cited the latest 2015 UK record to 
have been 9th October from an experienced observer in Dorset, with further sightings during the last 
days of September, mostly on the English south coast but including one from South Wales. It seems that 
in recent times there has usually been as least one October record each year. Moreover, fresh exuviae 
have even been found in September, indicating late season emergence. So in the context of an 
apparently changing phenology, September Emperor Dragonfly sightings would seem to be something 
to anticipate and look out for in future seasons. 
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Male Emperor Dragonfly : Keith Noble 

 
Stephen’s late-season Broad-bodied Chaser sightings included an unusual and at first confusing 
observation – that of an over-mature female which has progressively taken on the pruinescence (pale 
powder-blue colouration) normally only seen on mature males. The first time I saw this phenomenon 
myself, I was mystified as to why an apparently male dragonfly was repeatedly dipping the tip of its 
abdomen onto the water surface in the action of egg-laying. 
 
Pruinescence is also a feature of several other species – notably Black-tailed Skimmer and Keeled 
Skimmer – and, as they age, individual females of these species can similarly take on the appearance of 
their pale blue male counterparts – an occurrence which Stephen likes to think of as ‘dragonfly cross-
dressing’! 
 

 

Pruinescent female Broad-bodied Chaser : photo - Dorset Dragonflies 

 
Amongst the hawker species we see in Radnorshire, the Migrant Hawker is certainly the least recorded. 
As mentioned previously, I suspect this species may be under-recorded as it has a reasonably close 
resemblance to the Common Hawker. Up to 2014, Dick Eastwood had regularly recorded adult Migrant 
hawkers on the wing and ovipositing at two sites - namely Monk's Pool on the Begwns and 
Llanbwchllyn. However, proof of breeding for the species in Radnorshire was still to be established. 
 
Dick took up this challenge in late summer and went in search of the exuviae which would prove 
successful completion of the breeding cycle. Following a mid-August sleuthing foray to Llanbwchllyn, I’m 
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delighted to report that he apprehended a single Migrant Hawker exuvia on a bog bean stem - and the 
character at the extreme right of this 'identity-parade' photograph is the evidence that he collected - for 
the first time proving this species to be breeding in Radnorshire. 
 

 

L to R: Emperor, Golden Ringed, Southern & Migrant hawker: Dick Eastwood 

 
The 2015 Migrant Hawker detective story finishes with a bit of a cliff-hanger, however. On 24th 
September, Ian Standen watched two noticeably small hawkers cruising slowly and smoothly about 4-5 
feet over the smaller pond at Cors y Llyn. Ian has experience of seeing this species at Llangorse lake as 
well as in Sussex and although he is hesitant to claim this as a confirmed sighting, I feel it’s a pretty 
strong indicator that we should be checking for it at Cors y Llyn next summer! 
 
Along with that observation, Ian’s sighting of several Black Tailed Skimmers at Cors y Llyn in 2015 
means that 20 of our 23 species to date have now been recorded at this wonderful site which now tops 
the Radnorshire league of ‘Good Places to See Dragonflies’ available on the BDS website. 
 
Also featuring prominently in our ‘Good Places to See Dragonflies’ are the Begwns ponds. Thanks to the 
increasing scrutiny of staff at the National Trust, Hannah Shaw of the Freshwater Habitats Trust and a 
number of volunteers, this interesting group of water bodies is already starting to reveal new information. 
 
Two Begwns ponds in particular featured in our 2015 records, namely B1 (Fish Pool or Monk’s Pond) 
and B8 (Bomb hole pond). The former has proved to be something of a stronghold for Black Tailed 
Skimmer and Migrant Hawker and, thanks to Dick’s boundless energy and curiosity, the latter has 
proved to be hosting very healthy numbers of Scarce Blue-tailed Damselflies. Future visits will no 
doubt reveal whether this is a stable or transient population of this ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ of our Radnorshire 
Odonata! 
 

And finally a big thankyou…. 

…. to all contributors of records and photographs to the 2015 Odonata effort, namely:- Rob Andrew; 
Pete & Ginny Clarke; Bob Dennison; Dick Eastwood; Paul Greenow; Darylle Hardy; Martina Holmes; 
Jane Jarvis; Julian Jones; Chris Ledbury; Barbara Lloyd; Claire Montanaro; Stephen Mullard; Ben 
Mullen; Rob Podmore; Barry Pugh; Jane Ricketts Hein; Ian Standen; Nick Talbott; Carole Taylor; David 
Tomkins; Janice Vincett; David Warren; and Fiona Wase. Thanks also to Adrian Parr, Keith Noble, Dave 
Smallshire, Allan Brandon and Steve Cham for additional advice, help and photographs. 


