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Editorial 
Welcome to the 33rd issue of the BIS Recorders Newsletter, with contributions from our recorders, supporters 

and partners across Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

It brings a wide range of stories, projects and surveys showing how much effort there is in protecting, 

promoting and recording the wildlife of Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park and across Wales. 

Our BIS Update details what we have achieved in the past 6 months and looks forward to another year of 

activity. We have a packed programme of recording days detailed in our events programme on pages 30 & 31 

and on our website Events page. There is a chance to meet all the BIS staff at our first recording day on 24th 

May 2022 in the west of the Brecon Beacons National Park. Several of the recording days this year are on 

private farms, which is great as the farming community is one of our target audiences and where we don’t 

always receive many records. Do try and join us and help put wildlife on the map. 

There are still many unrecorded monads across Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park - 1x1km squares 

for which we hold no wildlife records. If you’re able to record in any of these you might be the first to add a 

biological record. The map on page 29  shows their location. 

We also have a BIS Audience Survey as we aim to find out about the people who connect with us. It will take a 

maximum of 5 minutes to complete and will help us with our promotion and communication in the future. You 

will find the survey here.  

Many thanks for all your contributions and we hope you enjoy reading our newsletter. 

Ben Mullen, BIS (Editor) & the BIS Team 

Contents 

Cover photo: White-clawed Crayfish © MWT/Tamasine Stretton. 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DbwUAsGi6UepceQGX71CcCUZJ5la-t9EvoRcVRowZb1URTI5OThWQjRLOExYMzk3U1ozV0ZJOVZHWC4u
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BIS Update - In A Nutshell 
Brad Welch, BIS Manager and Company Secretary  

Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2022 edition of the Biodiversity Information Service (BIS) Newsletter.  As we 
transition from one financial year into the next, it’s a good time to reflect on the accomplishments BIS has 
achieved as an organisation over the last year, particularly since the last newsletter. 

The BIS Team 

Over the last year, there have been several changes to 

the BIS Team.  Jo Milborrow continues her work full 

time with BIS as the Senior Biodiversity Data Officer, 

and Ben Mullen remains in post as the full time 

Communications & Events Officer.  You will recall 

Berwyn Powell joined BIS in July 2021 as the new IT 

Officer, replacing John Robinson who shifted his BIS 

time to concentrate on the development side of 

Aderyn.  Berwyn works two days per week with BIS and 

has recently started working for LERC Wales Ltd. one 

day per week on Aderyn alongside John.  Laura Moss 

joined the team in December 2021 as the Data 

Assistant helping Jo one day per week with data entry 

and processing.  Laura fulfils a similar role with WWBIC 

two days per week and is employed directly by them.  

Marian Lally joined BIS in October as a contractor, 

assisting with accounts and finance two days per 

month.  The team has grown and so have the demands 

on staff time. 

Looking Ahead 

The team has 5-year strategic plans in place to guide 

priorities in the coming years and to help address 

advances in policy, technology and customer needs.   

The main aim for the IT Strategy, for instance, is to 

update the existing system so that it is more suitable 

for staff requirements including home-working and 

future projects.  This will require a system with 

increased resilience and security against attacks, 

environmental considerations, reduced energy usage 

and our carbon footprint, wider use of data and 

compliance with international standards. To read our 

overall 4-page Strategic Plan click on the image right 

(English) neu cliciwch yma am y Gymraeg. 

Data  

Jo has worked diligently to clear the pre-2018 records 

back log.  This is now complete except for some paper 

records which Ben has been assisting with.  Jo and the 

other Data Managers in Wales have approached several 

of the national schemes and societies to find ways to 

improve data flow with LERCs and NBN.  Conversations 

are ongoing with Vincent Wildlife Trust, Mammal 

Society, Butterfly Conservation Trust and British Trust 

for Ornithology (BTO).  They have also approached 

British Mycological Society and the UK Bees, Wasps and 

Ants Recording Society (BWARS), though they are 

awaiting responses.  Jo has finished BBNP SINC 

searches, the BBNP local nature recovery sites, and the 

woodland cover mapping for BBNP.  The latter has led 

onto research projects with Living Wales looking at 

woodland species in the BBNP.  The data analysis for 

the locally important species project is completed and 

awaiting data sorting and comparison with existing data 

sets.  Jo has also had a recent request from NRW to 

conduct a search for over 1000 saproxylic (deadwood) 

invertebrates.  Green Connections project work is 

picking back up.  The current focus is on more targeted 

maps for habitat criteria and starting species criteria 

analysis.  

 

https://www.bis.org.uk/storage/library/BIS_Strategic_Plan_(4_pages)_WELSH.pdf
https://www.bis.org.uk/storage/library/BIS_Strategic_Plan_(4_pages)_ENGLISH.pdf
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Communication 

Ben has been busy planning and delivering training 

whilst promoting recording through social media and 

in-person events.  The BIS Recorders Forum held in 

November 2021 was a success thanks to the shared 

contributions of all BIS staff.  The combination of 

individual speaker presentations and break out 

sessions worked well for participants.   

In early March, I delivered an introduction to recording 

lecture and an Aderyn training session to second year 

students taking the Ecological and Wildlife Assessment 

module at University of South Wales.  Ben and I 

delivered a Wildlife Recording - How, Why & What for? 

presentation to the Black Mountains College in March 

as well.  Ben offered a similar session for BBNPA 

Volunteers and to participants of the Stump Up For 

Trees project at Bryn Arw at the end of March.  The 

‘Pine Martens in the BBNP’ presentation by Vincent 

Wildlife Trust offered an opportunity to promote 

recording through this iconic species.  It was the first 

indoor, in-person event held by BIS since the beginning 

of the pandemic and was held in Talybont on Usk 

Village Hall. It was fully booked with 35 people 

attending plus staff and we even gleaned a Pine 

Marten record thanks to camera trap footage shown 

within the talk. This 2018 record is now the most 

recent in the BBNP. 

Biological recording walks were held with the 

Woodland Trust, Stump Up For Trees (SUFT) on Bryn 

Arw in conjunction with BBNP Tree Wardens and it is 

hoped this will lead to wider recording. The 

partnership Ben has developed with SUFT has led to 

many new records from previous surveys and active 

involvement in how future monitoring records will be 

presented to BIS along with an online training event 

covering this and more general recording.  

Recording Challenges 

The recording challenges held throughout 2021 

engaged a lot of people, with the added incentive of 

prizes, and added many new records. The Unrecorded 

Squares Challenge resulted in 30 previously 

unrecorded monads (1km x 1km squares) now having 

recorded sightings. There are now 101 monads with no 

records in Aderyn - do check if there is one near you. 

Ben is working with Bumblebee Conservation Trust to 

promote the recording of Bombus monticola, Bilberry 

Bumblebee this year as part of the Skills for Bees 

Cymru project. You can read more about this on pages 

24 and 25. He is currently coordinating events for the 

2022-23 season, including four recording days in 

partnership with Green Connections Powys and 

several BIS led recording days with a heightened 

interest from farmers. Our first is a combined 

recording day with WWBIC in Carmarthenshire in the 

west of the BBNP on 24th May 2022. 

Wales is getting its first Dragonfly Hotspot, a British 

Dragonfly Society (BDS) designation. BIS along with our 

local Dragonfly Vice County Recorder Keith Noble, 

WTSWW, BBNPA, BDS and Llangose Community 

Council will be at the launch event on Saturday 16th 

July at Llangorse Lake.   

BIS Library of Biodiversity 

Ben has restocked the BIS library with books covering a 

wide range of taxon groups. These will be an excellent 

addition to our recording days and events and will also 

be available for loan. The books were funded with Clif 

Bar money received from BBNPA, with advice sought 

from our Vice County Recorders for the selection. 

Engagement 

Our social media audience and reach continues to  

Recording Ancient Trees on 

Bryn Arw : Ben Mullen 
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grow. This now includes the new Powys and Brecon 

Beacons Wildlife Recording Facebook Group, set up in 

partnership with the Wildlife Trusts and Green 

Connections Powys. It aims to promote and give 

advice on identification resources and biological 

recording and act as a place to introduce new people. 

With over 100 members it will eventually replace the 

Watching Nature Recover Facebook group set up for 

last years LNP Camera Trapping project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re one of the 218 subscribers to our regular BIS 

Biodiversity Bulletin you’ll receive a monthly summary 

of biological recording news into your inbox.  These 

and the twice yearly newsletters aim to keep you 

informed of activities, events and recording news 

throughout the year. A couple of the regular Twitter 

tweets and Facebook posts have engaged with over 

1000 people along with our 600+ followers on each 

platform. The ‘top tweets’ were of a Scarlet Caterpillar 

Club record and promoting the Recorders Forum along 

with two most recent ’top posts’ which promoted our 

Pine Marten talk event and the first of our training 

sessions for BBNP staff on pond life with Phil Ward. 

Whether the draw was Phil or the two species of Great 

Diving Beetle we found we’ll probably never know!  

Ben has recently produced and shared a BIS Audience 

Questionnaire to gain a better idea of the BIS 

audience. It should take a maximum of 5 minutes to 

complete and can be found here. I am currently 

analysing and summarising the results of a commercial 

customer satisfaction questionnaire run in conjunction 

with SEWBReC.  The results will help BIS and SEWBReC 

improve their commercial offer and processes. 

Over the coming months the BIS Team will be working 

with partners and other LERCs to find successful 

means to engage with the future generation of 

recorders.  The efforts the Team are undertaking now 

will help us better understand how we do this in the 

future. 

I have also been working with Hazel Drewett, one of 

our Board Members, to develop a risk management 

strategy for BIS.  We both contribute to the LERC 

Wales Risk Management Group which allows us to 

integrate our efforts across both organisations.  BIS is 

supporting BBNPA and WTSWW with the aim to 

submit a bid to National Lottery Heritage Fund for the 

Vital Signs monitoring proposal.  I continue to serve on 

the Steering Groups of Powys and BBNP Local Nature 

Partnerships, Green Connections and the BBNP Local 

Wildlife Sites Group.  In March, I presented a project 

update to LNP Cymru, outlining our progress thus far 

on the locally important species work.  There is every 

indication that local experts are required to review the 

results of any ‘data-driven’ approaches.  In some 

cases, LERCs do not have the data necessary to do the 

analyses and require local understanding and context 

and/or access to national data sets, particularly when 

under-recording is an issue or abundance data are 

required.  The project will be completed by the end of 

June.   

Financially, preliminary results indicate that 

commercial enquiries increased significantly in 2021-

22 despite increased development restrictions in the 

Wye and Usk catchments associated with phosphate 

concentrations in the SAC rivers.  BIS has also been 

fortunate enough to complete a new, 3-year SLA with 

Shropshire Council for the Offa’s Dyke Partnership 

project.  BIS and the LERCs are currently finalising SLAs 

with our other partners. 

I am continually amazed by what we accomplish in a 

short span of time as a small organisation.  Our 

successes, of course, are due to the brilliant and 

dedicated staff who are committed to wildlife 

recording and all that comes with it.  And our 

successes rely completely on the dedicated recorders 

and species experts who submit and verify records, to 

the partners who work with us and support BIS, and 

our customers who make use of our services, be they 

commercial, research, government or third-sector 

organisations.  Without these relationships we would 

not succeed. 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DbwUAsGi6UepceQGX71CcCUZJ5la-t9EvoRcVRowZb1URTI5OThWQjRLOExYMzk3U1ozV0ZJOVZHWC4u
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Curlew are found throughout the year in Wales, 

frequenting coastal and some farmland areas in 

winter, and breeding on upland grassland and 

moorland and in some lowland wet grasslands.  The 

Eurasian Curlew is listed as globally Near-Threatened 

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and is a 

Red-listed Bird of Conservation Concern in both 

Wales and the UK.  Curlew are also listed as being of 

Principle Importance for the Purpose of Conserving 

Biological Diversity under Section 7 of the 

Environment (Wales) Act. The UK and Ireland holds 

up to 27% (c.68,000 pairs) of the global breeding 

population. Formerly widespread across Wales, 

breeding Curlew are now undergoing a sustained and 

chronic decline in both numbers and range. Breeding 

population estimates are from 400 to no more than 

1,700 breeding pairs and is declining at a rate of 6% 

per year.  

The combination of global conservation status, rapid 

decline and the global importance of the breeding 

population makes Curlew arguably the most urgent 

bird conservation priority in Wales and the UK.   

A Welsh Curlew conference, the third UK and Ireland 

Conference to be held for this species, on 24 January 

2018 was attended by 120 delegates across the 

conservation, farming, game and rural policy sectors.  

One of the main priorities emerging was to establish 

a Wales Curlew Action Group to set the strategic 

direction for Curlew conservation in Wales. Gylfinir 

Cymru is the resulting group. The Group launched an 

Action Plan for the Recovery of Curlew in November 

2021. This plan, and further details of the Group can 

be found on the Gylfinir Cymru / Curlew Wales 

website. 

The Action Plan has initially identified 12 ‘Important 

Curlew Areas’ (ICAs), based on current knowledge of 

distribution, where conservation activities will initially 

be focussed. The Plan also recognises that, given their 

perilous state, all breeding curlew sites are important 

and much further survey and collation of records is 

vital to identify breeding areas and ensure their 

protection.  

This is where Local Environmental Records Centres 

(LERCs) play a vital part. LERCs have the expertise to 

collate and distribute records and are key players in 

ensuring records of threatened species are flagged up 

to planners and other decision makers. The Welsh 

LERCs have agreed a central point for the collection 

of Curlew records and I would ask people to send in 

any records of Curlew, especially during the breeding 

season. Useful information includes details of site and 

date, habitat and any immediate threat to the site 

and any evidence of breeding (calling birds, alarming 

birds etc. There are more details of survey techniques 

and calls on the Gylfinir Cymru website). Having said 

this, any sighting is useful and can be followed up in 

the field. Record any Curlew using the LERC Wales 

App or via the Curlew Wales reporting site including 

details as above.  

A Wales Action Plan for the Recovery of Curlew 
Mick Green, Independent Member, Gylfinir Cymru’ / Curlew Wales 

Click for a PDF copy 

https://www.curlewwales.org/
https://www.curlewwales.org/
https://www.cofnod.org.uk/LinkInfo?ID=12
https://www.bis.org.uk/library/242
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With changes in farming subsidies, the pressure for 

tree planting and other land use changes it is vital we 

ensure that Curlew habitats are protected which 

requires us to know where curlew are.  

Other action in the plan includes funding an all-Wales 

Curlew action co-ordinator to drive the plan forward 

and action on the ground to include habitat protection, 

habitat management, nest protection and predator 

control. ‘Curlew Country’ – a project in Shropshire – 

initially found 100% loss of nests to predators or 

silageing. Intensive work has reduced these losses but 

still not to a level to ensure long-term survival of the 

population. Work includes electric fencing of nests to 

stop predators and trampling from stock and 

identification of nests to farmers where many have 

agreed to leave the nest area uncut. Finally, 

‘headstarting’ is being undertaken. Here eggs are taken 

under licence and hatched and raised in captivity, then 

released once fledged. Many newly hatched birds in 

the wild were being lost to predators. In Wales, habitat 

management and predator control is being undertaken 

in North Wales as part of an EU LIFE funded project, 

surveys in other ICAs such as Denbighshire, Brecon 

Beacons and Montgomeryshire and funding is being 

sought for more intensive work in several areas.  

This last point is key – at the moment there is no 

funding being provided so it is a plan with little action. 

While Welsh Government initially indicated they would 

provide some funds none have yet appeared. Given 

the urgency of the curlew crisis it is vital we start work 

immediately so please contact your MS asking our 

government to help save the Curlew. There is much 

goodwill from ornithologists, landowners and others 

but we do need some funds to get started.  

The 12 Important Curlew Areas in 

Wales and the borders 

(page 17 of the Action Plan) 
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The Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata) is an iconic 

bird, standing at approximately a foot tall (the largest 

breeding wader species in the UK) with streaky brown 

plumage and a long, curved bill. Its long, drawn-out 

bubbling call resonates across the landscape with an 

air of melancholy. Robbie Burns wrote that he had 

“never heard the loud solitary whistle of curlew on a 

summer noon… without feeling an elevation of soul”. 

The genus name Numenius refers to the curlew's bill, 

meaning 'new moon' in reference to the sickle-shaped 

bill. 

Curlews mature to breeding age at 2 years old. They 

usually lay 4 eggs per nest in a scrape lined with dry 

grass in sites where there is good visibility surrounding 

the nest site, favouring unimproved meadows. The 

eggs are incubated for 6 weeks before the young birds 

fledge. Chicks are independent after hatching and will 

pick at small invertebrates.  

Curlews return to the same nesting sites every year as 

they are very site faithful. It is unknown where the 

young non-breeding birds go to during the breeding 

season, but it is possible that they stay at the south 

Wales coastline. They will then migrate to the Usk 

Valley to breed. They can live to 20-25 years old. 

Habitat requirements include a mosaic of a third short

-cropped grass (for foraging), a third medium length 

grass, and a third long grass (for cover). They require 

wet areas where it is easier for the birds to probe for 

earthworms and leatherjackets and dry areas to 

prevent the chicks becoming chilled. Their bills act like 

a pair of tweezers or chopsticks to pincer its prey in 

the mud. They often toss their prey in the air before 

catching and swallowing, because its tongue can't 

reach the prey to help flick it down! 

Curlews are notoriously shy and elusive, making them 

a challenge to monitor during the breeding season for 

even the most experienced fieldworkers. 

 

Curlews in the Brecon Beacons National Park 
Nicky Davies, Ecologist, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 

Curlew : Keith Noble 
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What we want to do: 

• Raise awareness and build understanding of Curlews and their habitat to instil a greater appreciation of the 

importance of the birds and their role in ecosystems.  

• Increase the potential for Curlews to successfully breed in the Usk Catchment ICA with the cooperation 

from landowners, volunteer surveyors and specialist agencies. 

• Develop a stronger understanding of our local Curlews through finding out their preferred breeding 

territories and how they utilise the habitats throughout the breeding season. 

• Work alongside policy makers to ensure agri-environment schemes are tailored towards Curlew friendly 

farming. 

• Develop a strong partnership with Gylfinir Cymru (a joint partnership of organisations committed to Curlew 

recovery in Wales), conservation bodies, land management bodies and researchers. 

• Develop an innovative landscape scale project based upon science, local knowledge and expertise, with the 

aim of halting the decline of the Curlew. 

What we are doing: 

• Surveying known and potential breeding territories throughout the ICA and across the National Park. 

• Undertaking habitat suitability mapping to identify areas for priority, targeted action. 

• Raise the profile of Curlews through a social media campaign. 

• Learning more about what Curlews need through working closely with other Curlew conservation projects 

across Wales and England. 

• Speaking to landowners to develop a better understanding of what is required to assist them to aid Curlew 

recovery. 

• Working alongside Gylfinir Cymru to ensure best knowledge and practice in the delivery of the project. 

How you can help: 

 Record any Curlew using the LERC Wales App or via the Curlew Wales reporting site including details such 

as any evidence of breeding (calling birds, alarming birds) as detailed in Mick Green’s article above. 

 Tell us your stories of Curlews, be it through memories, photographs, anecdotes or artwork to 

curlew@beacons-npa.gov.uk 

 If spotted, stay quiet and keep your distance to avoid nest disturbance. 

 Put your dog on a lead when walking (between 1 March and 31 July) to keep our ground-nesting birds safe. 

The Usk catchment and Llangorse area holds the most 

southerly population of lowland breeding Curlews in 

Wales. Unfortunately, this population has been in 

dramatic decline in recent decades due to a multitude 

of factors including habitat degradation, reduction of 

food and foraging habitat, disturbance and predator 

interventions. Curlew is predicted to be on the brink of 

extinction as a viable breeding species in Wales by 

2033. 

To put it bluntly, we need to take action now, so we 

are developing this project in an attempt to halt the 

decline of the curlew before it is too late. 

The Usk Catchment and Llangorse area has recently 

been designated as an important Curlew Area (ICA). 

The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority is the lead 

organisation responsible for the delivery of focussed 

conservation action. We want to find out more about 

curlew requirements in the ICA, including accurate 

population numbers, breeding behaviour and Curlew 

requirements to halt their decline. 

Recent research has shown us what the threats to 

Curlews are, their requirements, and what can be done 

to assist in their recovery, so we are not trying to 

reinvent the wheel. To put it simply, we will work with 

researchers at the core of the project in the hope that 

we give them the best possible chance of survival. 

mailto:curlew@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Saving Montgomeryshire’s Crayfish 
Tammy Stretton, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

We have known about the White-clawed Crayfish 

population in the Afon Banwy for some years now. 

Since we confirmed their continued presence in the 

river catchment in 2013 (thanks to reports from local 

people), we have been concerned about their future. 

This is because there are Signal Crayfish in the Afon 

Vyrnwy, a short distance downstream. We’re not 

going to go into details about this invasive non-native 

species – there is plenty written elsewhere – all we 

need to say here is that where there are Signal 

Crayfish, our native White-clawed Crayfish does not 

last long. 

Since 2013, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust (MWT) 

and Severn Rivers Trust have been undertaking 

surveys focussed on trying to understand more about 

the crayfish in this area, necessary before further 

steps can be taken. In 2021, MWT carried out a small 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) funded project to 

build on this work. 

To uncover the extent of the threat and inform future conservation work, we collected water samples from the 

Banwy, Rhiw, Tanat and Vyrnwy and analysed them for environmental DNA (eDNA) from the native White-

clawed Crayfish, the Signal Crayfish and Crayfish Plague (a disease carried by the signals). 

The results present a very mixed picture; while our native crayfish is still clinging on in certain areas, the threats 

remain very real and there is much more work to do: 

• More surveys, using a range of methods, to provide further evidence on, and monitor changes to, 

distribution, as well as assess the size of the population and monitor water quality. 

• Set up a captive breeding programme of the Banwy White-clawed Crayfish. 

• Identify and make ready potential ‘ARK’ sites (safe places to remove the native crayfish, if under immediate 

threat). 

• Raise awareness of the plight of our native crayfish and the importance of biosecurity measures. 

White-clawed Crayfish 

© MWT/Tamasine Stretton 
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MWT is continuing to work with relevant members of the Powys Nature Partnership to undertake this 

important work, so that we can safeguard these wonderful creatures for years to come. 

How to help native crayfish 

1. Prevent the spread of non-natives – CHECK, CLEAN, DRY. For more on what you can do click here. 

2. Spread the word about the species and the importance of biosecurity. 

3. Report sightings of all crayfish species, using your normal recording route, or email Tammy (see below). 

Please include good photos if possible. 

4. Volunteer: if you live, work or play in Montgomeryshire and want to get involved with crayfish surveys, 

email Tammy: tammy@montwt.co.uk 

The new Crayfish Conservation Manual provides best practice advice and 

guidance, refering to English legislation. It can be purchased from nhbs.com  

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/check-clean-dry
mailto:tammy@montwt.co.uk
https://www.nhbs.com/crayfish-conservation-manual-book
https://www.nhbs.com/
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A Pan-species List for Llandrindod 
Joe Botting 

Biodiversity is about far more than the obvious. We all 

appreciate this, but for most of the general public, the 

word invites images dominated by wild flowers, bees, 

butterflies and birds. Although these are the poster-

critters that draw people in, the crucial point about 

biodiversity is that it's the totality that matters. Some 

species might have more of an ecological impact than 

others, but our ecology depends on the multitude of 

species around us... whether people are aware of 

them or not.  

 In an effort to try to address this narrow view of 

biodiversity, I've started a local community project 

called Wild Llandrindod. The stated aim is a pan-

species listing for the town, but the real goal is getting 

people to understand and appreciate biodiversity in 

all its forms. We're aiming to achieve this through lots 

of informal forays, bioblitzes, workshops and so forth, 

gradually building up to a better understanding of 

what we share the town with.  

 Pan-species lists are nothing new... but mostly, 

they're either for individuals recording across the UK, 

or are created for “important” biodiversity sites such 

as nature reserves. There are even semi-competitive 

lists in both personal and locality-based projects, 

based on the Biological Records Centre website.  

 Making a pan-species listing for a small town is 

rather less common, although there are a couple of 

gardens on the BRC's location listing that have been 

intensively studied by particular people. The Wild 

Llandrindod list covers the six 1 km2 grid squares that 

almost entirely cover Llandrindod (with a few far-flung 

houses on the edges creeping outside the area). The 

area includes no significant nature reserves, and is 

mostly urban and parkland with a surrounding sheep-

grazed fields... but it does include beautiful wooded 

hillsides, a large lake, and a section of the River Ithon. 

It's a picturesque area, rather than an obvious 

biodiversity classic... and this is the point. This is not 

unusual wildlife, but rather the sort of biodiversity 

that we can all interact with on a daily basis, if we 

bother to look.  

 For such a location, it's perhaps surprising that 

despite having only been started a few months ago 

(on a starting platform of BIS's records for those six 

grid squares), we're currently on 3086 species. On the 

BRC's location rankings, this would put us in 15th 

place, between Northwich Community Woodlands 

and Iping & Steadham Commons (Sussex Wildlife 

Trust Reserve). We have a very good list for groups 

with a local history of recording, such as moths (521 

species), beetles (417), bugs (298), vascular plants 

(586), birds and other vertebrates (186), but most of 

the other groups still have a long way to go. For 

example, who looks at diatoms, or mosses, or 

earthworms?  

Strangely, there are still major gaps in our knowledge 

of some major groups such as larger fungi.   

https://psl.brc.ac.uk/
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Although difficult, the lesser-known groups offer rich 

rewards. For example, I've recently started to work on 

soil mites. Most of these need some serious 

microscopy, but they're an amazing group to study, and 

are critical to nutrient recycling in the soil. My first little 

leaf litter sample added some 20 species to the county 

list... just because no-one has ever looked. Many other 

groups are very similar, with hardly anyone actually 

studying them, and those that do never come to 

forgotten bits of central Wales.  

Aside from changing attitudes generally (“Cut the 

grass—it looks untidy!”), my ultimate goal with this 

project is to get many more local people learning about 

biodiversity, and a proportion of those wanting to 

specialise, learn a group, and do some serious 

recording. This may take a while to filter through to 

extending the local list, but in the meantime I hope that 

expert visitors wanting a holiday will be tempted to 

come to the area and share their knowledge. We're 

very happy to offer accommodation and food in 

exchange for records!  

 So far, it's been a slow beginning. However, we 

are starting to get local people (of all ages) coming 

along to little forays around the town, and discovering 

what is all around us. There is a lot of interest in getting 

advice for making gardens more biodiversity-friendly 

(it's not just about flowers and bees, after all...), and 

the start of appreciation for even the maligned groups 

like spiders and parasitoid wasps. Hopefully, the project 

will build steadily, and more people will take the plunge 

into this wonderful (and vital) hobby.  

Euzetes globulus  - a common soil-dwelling mite around 1 mm long 

Inset: Tachypauropus britannicus - a rare, sub-millimetre pauropod  

Joe Botting 

For more information and to connect with this group; 

Find ‘Wild Llandrindod’ on Facebook or contact Ben 

at BIS who can put you in touch with Joe. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2474079322728122
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk


14 

Searching for Clearwings in Breconshire 
Norman Lowe, Vice County Moth Recorder for Breconshire 

The Clearwings are a group of moths that are thought 

to be very under-recorded due to their elusiveness in 

both early stages and adult life. The moths are mimics 

of other insects such as wasps and although they fly 

during the day they are rarely to be seen. The larvae 

are also difficult to find since they feed internally in 

stems, shoots, branches and trunks of plants; in most 

species the foodplant is a species of tree or bush.  

16 species are known to occur in Britain but before 

2021 only five had been recorded in VC42 

Breconshire. Of these the Lunar Hornet Moth, Six-

belted Clearwing, and White-barred Clearwing had 

been recorded twice and Currant Clearwing just once. 

The sixth species, the Welsh Clearwing, is nationally 

scarce and has attracted extensive surveys which were 

successful in locating a number of colonies in the 

extreme north and west of the county.  

In 2020, surveys in southern England using artificial 

pheromone lures and small plastic traps were found to 

be very effective in attracting clearwings. Eight 

different pheromones were used, some of which were 

specific to just one clearwing species, others attractive 

to as many as four different clearwings. The survey 

was successful in recording nine clearwing species.  

In an attempt to replicate this success in Breconshire 

seven pheromones and two traps were acquired in 

time for the 2021 season, which runs from May to 

August. The pheromones have to be stored in a 

freezer when not in use and with care are said to 

retain effectiveness for two or three years. The first 

attempts were aimed at finding the Large Red-belted 

Clearwing, the first to fly in May and early June and 

which has not been recorded before in Breconshire. 

However, no moths were found. 

Yellow-legged Clearwing 

Norman Lowe 
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The next species targeted was the Yellow-legged 

Clearwing, reportedly attracted to the VES pheromone 

from late May to July and associated with mature oak 

trees. The photo shows a trap containing the VES lure 

hung on a convenient branch on a roadside layby and 

in fact after just 15 minutes a single Yellow-legged 

Clearwing flew into the trap after which it was 

photographed and released. This was the first success 

of the 2021 survey. 

Yellow-legged Clearwing although new to VC42 was 

found on eight occasions and four separate localities 

in and around Brecon, Llangorse and Cwmdu. Later in 

the season there was more success with the finding of 

another species new to the county, a Red-tipped 

Clearwing at Llangorse Lake. Further records were also 

made of Lunar Hornet Moth. 

In order to discover whether additional species could 

be found and to investigate more widely the 

geographical range of clearwings in the area a more 

extensive survey was clearly necessary. It became 

possible when funding was obtained from the Brecon 

Beacons Local Nature Partnership Community Nature 

Recovery Grants scheme to supply eight local recorders 

with pheromones and traps. As well as investigating 

further sites for the seven species already recorded, 

attempts will be made to find other species new to the 

area, especially Red-belted and Large Red-belted 

Clearwings. 

In order to raise awareness of clearwings, two public 

events are planned in partnership with BIS and 

WTSWW. The first is on 16 June at the BBNP Visitor 

Centre near Libanus and the other on 20 July at 

Penpont Estate, near Brecon. They will include 

presentations on the species likely to be found, 

covering the habitat and flight periods for each. For 

example, Lunar Hornet Moth larvae feed in trunks of 

Salix species and the adults fly in July and August. But 

they only seem to fly in hot sunshine between 9am and 

1pm. 

Once recording is finished at the end of August, a 

report will be produced describing the results 

obtained. Further into the future it is likely that the 

pheromone lures will still be effective in 2023 when 

more surveys will build on the knowledge obtained in 

the first two years. 

For event details visit the BIS website Events page. 

A Pheromone trap (top-right) in situ : Norman Lowe 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
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A new project to raise awareness and interest in plants, to highlight their importance and their interactions 

with other species and to collect records across the UK.   

The ‘Big Meadow Search’ Project: 
Putting plants on the map 1st June – 31st August 2022 
Laura Moss, BIS & WWBIC 

The Big Meadow Search (BMS) project was launched 

in the summer of 2021 by Carmarthenshire Meadows 

Group to encourage recording of plant species on 

members’ land. It has subsequently developed and is 

now open to anyone to take part across the UK. 

Searches can be undertaken on any type of 

unimproved grassland including meadows, woodland 

rides, road verges, wild amenity grasslands, church 

yards etc. 

We have devised a BMS species list from a 

combination of the National Plant Monitoring Scheme 

lowland grassland indicator species with additional 

meadow plants of interest recommended by the 

Carmarthenshire County plant recorder. Although we 

are focusing on the BMS species list, we encourage 

participants to record all the plant species they come 

across during their search as these will also be of 

interest and value.  

Searching is easy to do and accessible to everyone as 

all it entails is making note of the location name, grid 

reference and date and then ambling along a 

grassland area and recording the species seen. No 

specialist equipment is required but a good plant 

identification guide, a hand lens and a camera are 

always helpful. Records submitted to BMS will be 

analysed to assess the number of participants, 

geographical coverage, types of grassland searched, 

range and numbers of plant species encountered and 

the proportions of positive and negative indicator 

species per search area. Once the BMS analysis is 

complete, the submitted records will be forwarded to 

the relevant Local Environment Records Centre (LERC) 

so that the collected data can be put to maximum use. 

The project was launched in 2021 with a very short 

lead in time but managed to generate 75 searches 

across 14 counties extending from Newcastle upon 

Tyne to Totnes.  

Ahead of the 2022 summer search period, we are 

running a social media project to raise interest in 

plants. There are frequent posts on Twitter 

(@bigmeadowsearch) and Facebook (Big Meadow 

Search group) featuring plant identification tips and 

information on interactions with other species such as 

invertebrates and fungi. To date over 500 Tweets have 

been posted.  

https://twitter.com/bigmeadowsearch
https://www.facebook.com/groups/120615986668829
https://www.facebook.com/groups/120615986668829
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For 2022 we are developing a Big Meadow Search 

website to allow online data submission. The website 

will also be a resource for plant information and 

references. If you come across a species you are unsure 

of, please take multiple photographs including shots of 

the whole plant, the basal and stem leaves, the front, 

side and back of any flowers, the stem and if it is a 

grass or sedge, the top and bottom surface of the leaf 

and the ligule (the junction where the leaf blade meets 

the stem). You can post the photographs on our social 

media or email them to us and we will try and help 

with the identification.  

 

Although there are already UK wide botanical schemes, 

we feel BMS offers something new and fills a gap. BMS 

search sites are not allocated so searches can be self-

selected and opportunistic. You don’t need to target a 

meadow. A wild area in your garden or allotment, the 

local church yard even a road verge or layby would be 

of interest to us. We have a three month time period 

for the searches to be undertaken. Searchers need not 

feel pressured to identify everything they come across 

as records of common species and not just the rare are 

useful. 

 

Feedback from the inaugural BMS project has 

demonstrated that participants derived increased 

appreciation and knowledge of local places and natural 

history as well as generating records. This year we aim 

to build on this experience, increase the number of 

participants and extend the geographical coverage. If 

you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 

us via bigmeadowsearch@gmail.com 

Some of the Big Meadow Search social media posts. 

mailto:bigmeadowsearch@gmail.com
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Powys Nature Recovery Action Plan: 

The Powys Nature Partnership has finished working on 

the first edition of the Powys Nature Recovery Action 

Plan. This plan takes the objectives from the Nature 

Recovery Action Plan for Wales and sets them in the 

context of local priorities, inviting members of the 

Powys Nature Partnership to work together to meet 

these objectives. This plan will help the Powys Nature 

Partnership to target time and resources to develop 

and deliver projects at the appropriate scale to 

maximise nature recovery. It will also be used to 

inform and support funding applications to support 

nature recovery in Powys. This plan was adopted by 

Powys County Council in March and will be published 

on their website over the coming months. The plan 

will be subject to continual review by the Partnership 

and will evolve over time in response to new data, 

future consultations, funding opportunities and any 

changes in legislation and policy. 

Local Places for Nature in Powys: 

The Local Nature Partnerships (LNP) Cymru project 

finished in March 2022 but the Local Nature 

Partnerships in Wales have received funding to 

continue the LNP Coordinator positions for another 

year through Welsh Government’s Local Places for 

Nature scheme. The Powys Nature Partnership 

Coordinator will be focusing on delivering Local Places 

for Nature projects over the next 12 months. These 

projects focus on creating and enhancing greenspaces 

for nature in urban and deprived areas. If you have 

any suitable projects in mind in the Powys Nature 

Partnership area (in Powys but outside of the Brecon 

Beacons National Park), which could be Local Places 

for Nature support, then please get in touch: 

biodiversity@powys.gov.uk.  

Holly Dillon, Biodiversity Officer, Powys Nature Partnership 

mailto:biodiversity@powys.gov.uk
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Brecon Beacons Local 
Nature Partnership (LNP) 
Maria Golightly, Brecon Beacons LNP 

During this period the Covid-19 pandemic continued to influence the activity of the Partnership and efforts 

were concentrated on nature recovery activities on the ground working towards the objectives in the Brecon 

Beacons Nature Recovery Action Plan.  We carried out a large nature recovery project in the Amman Valley, 

worked with 5 communities on Local Nature Recovery Sites around the fringes of the National Park and 

awarded 14 Community Nature Recovery Grants.   We also held 4 Steering Group Meetings, attended some 

events and had successful social media content. 

 

 

Amman Valley Challenge Fund Project 

This project was a collaboration between 3 Local Nature Partnerships (Brecon Beacons, Neath Port Talbot and 

Carmarthenshire) and INCC (Initiative for Nature Conservation).   A key element of the project was the 

involvement of INCC which made it possible for this project to be delivered within the relatively short timescale 

remaining and achieve; 5 ha of mixed habitat brought into management through conservation grazing with 

wildflower planting undertaken to increase species diversity; the creation of 1 new orchard and 1 hedgerow;  

the restoration of 2 hedgerows and the creation of a 

waymarked permissive path with interpretation panel.   

 

Community Nature Recovery Grants 

We awarded 14 grants across the Brecon Beacons National Park 

to include wildflower planting, tree planting, pond creation, 

pond maintenance, clearwing moth survey equipment & 

training, habitat boxes, hedge planting, water testing kits, and 

invasive species removal. 

 

Local Nature Recovery Sites 

Each of the sites at Talgarth, Pontsticill, Hay on Wye, Govilon 

and Pontneddfechan took a bespoke approach to Nature 

Recovery in their specific area.  Each delivered a host of 

outcomes for wildlife suitable to their area and all will continue 

to work towards nature recovery in the future. 

The launch of our film in January was a 

huge success and we received positive 

feedback from far and wide, which  

prompted the ITV Wales Coast and 

Country team to film the Peatland 

Restoration work at Pen Trumau.  You can 

watch it here in English neu yn y Gymraeg. 

Owl Box Installation : Maria Golightly 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTpRG6xpUv4&t=5s&ab_channel=BreconBeaconsNPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gps-eWpvx2w&ab_channel=BreconBeaconsNPA
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Invaders of the National Park—an update 
David Jermyn, INNS Team, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 

Over the past six months the Invasive Non-Native 

Species (INNS) Team have been out and about in the 

National Park coordinating, assisting, and undertaking 

works to control a host of invasive non-native species. 

In the Upper Tawe Valley at Craig y Nos Country Park, 

mature Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel stands have 

been removed from along the outer woodland 

boundary to help prevent their spread onto a 

neighbouring Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

and the adjacent bridleway.  

At Ty’r Ash Wood near Crickhowell, large stands of 

dense bramble have been cleared with help from the 

Wardens Team, using their robo-flail. The clearance 

work will allow better access to certain areas of the 

site, making it easier for the volunteer work parties to 

control the Himalayan balsam there this coming 

season. 

In the Wye catchment, with help from the Wardens 

Team we have assisted Natural Resources Wales 

(NRW) with their American Mink control programme 

at Llangorse Lake. A Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC), which is home to a rare population of Water 

Voles and numerous species of waterfowl which are 

preyed upon by mink. 

Raising the profile and awareness of INNS continues to 

be a key part of the project. Recently, we assisted 

NRW, again at Llangorse, but this time with a 

Himalayan Balsam awareness event at the community 

centre. This included an evening site visit to the lake, 

with a view to setting up a local volunteer group to 

help control the recently discovered infestation of 

balsam at two lake side locations, before this invasive 

takes hold at this important inland waterbody.  

 

In the upper Usk Valley, as part of the Japanese 

Knotweed control programme along the river and its 

tributaries, those sites treated for the first-time last 

autumn have been revisited and the large stands of 

dead knotweed canes have been cleared prior to 

monitoring the sites for any regrowth this season.  

Scientists from the Centre for Agriculture and 

Bioscience International (CABI) have visited the 

National Park to ascertain whether an upland 

waterbody smothered with New Zealand Pigmyweed 

(Crassula helmsii) is suitable for inclusion in their 

biocontrol trials if funding can be secured from Welsh 

Government. Early indications are looking promising 

that the trial will hopefully go ahead.  

Contractors clearing Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel, 

B. Lewis BBNPA 
Himalayan Balsam awareness event, D. Jermyn BBNPA 
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New projects in 2022 will include: 

Control of American Skunk-cabbage, the first for 

this plant species in the National Park, located 

outside of ornamental gardens. 

eDNA sampling of a large upland waterbody to 

ascertain whether the site is home to the 

native, White-clawed Crayfish and more 

importantly the introduced non-native Signal 

Crayfish, a carrier of crayfish plague, which is 

extremely detrimental to local native crayfish 

populations. 

How you can help the Project? 

Report your sightings of invasive non-native species by 

sending your records directly to BIS, using BIS WiReD 

online or the LERC Wales App to record any INNS 

sightings on your mobile phone whilst out and about. 

Use the common name Indian Balsam when recording 

Himalayan Balsam in the App or online recording sites. 

If you are interested in helping with or you would like 

any further information on the project, please contact 

Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk Tel: 07854 997 

508. 

Remember, you can help protect the environment by 

adopting the national campaign to ‘Check, Clean, Dry’ 

your clothing, footwear, equipment (bikes, canoes, 

and fishing rods) and your four-legged friends (dogs & 

horses) for any plant fragments or seeds after visiting, 

and before your next visit to the countryside, to help 

prevent the spread of INNS from one area to another.  

These simple actions are termed Bio-security – these 

measures if undertaken will reduce the risk of the 

transmission of INNS and other harmful pests and 

diseases.  

CABI scientists collecting Crassula for laboratory analysis, D. Jermyn BBNPA  

mailto:Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Radnorshire Dragonfly Report 2021 
Bob Dennison, Vice County Dragonfly Recorder for Radnorshire 

Introduction 

Thank you to the 33 people who contributed to the 

2021 Radnorshire dragonfly recording effort which 

resulted in 453 new records and a lot of excellent 

photographs. It’s always pleasing to welcome new 

contributors, including those who submitted Odonata 

records via iRecord, BIS Wired or the LERC Wales App. 

Despite a slow start to the flight season caused by a 

cold April and May, recorders still managed to see and 

photograph 21 out of our 23 expected Radnorshire 

species - comprising 12 dragonfly and 9 damselfly 

species.  

The two earliest records of the flight season were of 

Large Red Damselfly photographed at different sites 

by Dot Baynham and Louise Bell on 25th April. It turns 

out that the season’s latest record was a Southern 

Hawker patrolling Chris Ledbury’s garden pond in 

Llansteffan on 14th November.  

Notes on the 2021 Radnorshire season 

In stark contrast to the 2020 season, 2021 was beset 

by an exceptionally cold April & May. After such 

prolonged low temperatures, it was perhaps not so 

surprising that Large Red Damselfly was the only early 

season species flying in April through to late May, 

after which, the first Broad Bodied Chasers, Four- 

spotted Chasers, Azure Damselflies and Beautiful 

Demoiselles started to appear. For the third season 

running, there were no records for Common Clubtail 

one of four river-specialist species that we expect to 

see in Radnorshire.  

 Platycnemis pennipes, White-legged Damselfly male 

Dot Baynham 



23 

Numbers of White-legged Damselfly (similarly a 

denizen of slow-moving stretches of our rivers) were 

also worryingly low compared to 2020 numbers - with 

only 3 sightings made in 2021. 

With the exception of Migrant Hawker – for which 

there were again no Radnorshire records, thankfully 

all of our larger, hawker species seemed to fare well. 

Southern Hawker, Common (or Moorland) Hawker, 

Brown Hawker, Emperor Dragonfly and Golden- 

ringed Dragonfly all scored above average sightings. 

 

Thanks to Craig Robson’s diligent and very welcome 

survey work in the uplands to the east of Builth, 

Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly sightings were 

significantly boosted above average. It seems this 

enigmatic and elusive species may have a stronghold 

in that part of Radnorshire. 

Finally, as with 2020 and thanks to Louise Bell, the 

Ruddy Darter only just made it onto the Radnorshire 

2021 list, by virtue of a single record (of several 

individuals) seen at Evenjobb, close to the 

Herefordshire border. 

 

Finally, the trend information set out in the BDS' 

recent State of Dragonflies 2021 Report raises 

interesting questions about potential changes we 

might see in terms of Radnorshire’s Odonata species 

list and future occupancy. On the basis of the report, 

we might expect to see more of the Migrant Hawker 

and Ruddy Darter in future years. 

 

In relation to the UK’s recent colonisers there have, as 

yet, been no Radnorshire sightings of Willow Emerald 

Damselfly and Small Red-eyed Damselfly, though 

geographical trends suggest we should perhaps look 

out for these in the future. 

 

Worryingly, all six species ranked as showing the most 

adverse occupancy trends, are very familiar and 

currently widespread in this part of Wales. 

Radnorshire is a small, inland Welsh county, 

principally given over to agriculture and forestry. It has 

a significant proportion of acidic upland, a range of 

lowland & upland water bodies, and is blessed with a 

largely upland section of the River Wye SAC. The twin 

threats of climate change and agricultural diffuse 

pollution will continue to exercise minds in 

Radnorshire. 

Aeshna juncea, Common Hawker ovipositing 

Bob Dennison 



24 

During May, in the UK, Bilberry springs into flower, 

with the little lantern-like red blooms dotted amongst 

the bright green foliage of early summer. These flowers 

are a draw to bumblebees as a rich source of pollen 

and nectar. However, there is one bumblebee in 

particular which is strongly associated with good stands 

of flowering Bilberry. The Bilberry Bumblebee (Bombus 

monticola) is one of our most beautiful UK 

bumblebees, readily distinguished by its extensively 

red abdomen and collar of bright yellow hairs behind 

the head.  

Queens normally emerge around April/May with a 

preference for foraging on Bilberry flowers, most 

frequently in upland areas of the United Kingdom, such 

as Scotland, the Peak District, Yorkshire Moors and of 

course, the uplands of Wales. Worker bees and males, 

which emerge later than the queens may explore more 

widely to forage on a range of other plant species such 

as heather, gorse, birds foot trefoil, self-heal, bramble 

and dandelions. The species requires a range of flowers 

throughout the nest season in order for the colony to 

complete its cycle and produce new queens at the end 

of the summer. 

All Wales Bilberry Bumblebee Hunt 
Clare Flynn, Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

Bombus monticola, Bilberry Bumblebee on Bilberry 

Janet Baxter 
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Why do we need to find it? 

Evidence suggests that the Bilberry Bumblebee is 

declining in the UK, most likely as a result of habitat 

loss and lack of foraging plants in the landscape. In 

Wales, records show a reduction in the Bilberry 

Bumblebee’s range, indicating a decline which is 

reflected elsewhere in the UK.  

We rely on the recording community, to share their 

records with us so we can build up a database of 

species information. This provides an essential 

evidence base to help put biodiversity at the heart of 

decision making.  

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is currently 

delivering a 3-year project in Wales entitled ‘Skills for 

Bees Cymru’. The project aims to increase recording 

and monitoring of our Welsh bumblebee species, 

through the training of volunteers in bumblebee 

identification and recording. As part of this, the Trust, 

supported by BIS and the three other Local 

Environmental Records Centres in Wales is launching 

the All Wales Bilberry Bumblebee Hunt, in which 

anyone can take part, without any particular specialist 

knowledge.  

Where might we see it? 

We are asking people, when out and about in the 

uplands of Wales, in areas where bilberry and heather 

occur, to keep an eye out for this distinctive 

bumblebee species and if possible, submit their 

sightings as records through the LERC Wales App, BIS 

Wired online or iRecord.  

You can browse interactive maps of past records of 

Bilberry and Bilberry Bumblebee and see the locations 

of priority grid squares by visiting the new Bilberry 

Bumblebee webpage. 

We really hope you’ll be inspired to get involved and  

keep an eye out for this wonderful species in Wales 

this summer! Good luck and if you have questions 

about bumblebees in Wales, contact Clare Flynn, Skills 

for Bees Cymru Project Officer. 

Vaccinium myrtillus, Bilberry : John Crellin 

https://www.wwbic.org.uk/projects/all-wales-bilberry-bumblebee-hunt/
https://www.wwbic.org.uk/projects/all-wales-bilberry-bumblebee-hunt/
mailto:clare.flynn@bumblebeeconservation.org
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Green Connections Powys is a collaborative Wildlife Trusts project across Powys working with community 

groups, small businesses, landowners and local councils to take action to address climate change and 

biodiversity loss and create a nature recovery network across the county. The project began in April 2021, and is 

running until March 2023. This project has received funding through the Welsh Government Rural Communities 

- Rural Development Programme 2014-2020, which is funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development and the Welsh Government. Here is an update of what the three Trusts have been up to.  

Green Connections Powys: an update 
Green Connections Powys Team 

WTSWW (Brecknock)  

WTSWW have been doing lots of work on the ground 

advising landowners and community groups with a 

range of habitat management work. The Trust has 

worked with 21 landowners, 27 community groups and 

2 businesses. 

Steph has been revisiting Local Wildlife Sites as well as 

potential LWS.    WTSWW have been working with a 

small holding with mixed woodland and semi improved 

pasture. A recording day was held here in July 2021.  

Over winter around 2000 trees were planted and a 

pond was cleared of weed. A stream survey at another 

small holding confirmed there was a healthy 

population of native white-clawed crayfish still present. 

Future surveys and habitat work are to take place on 

several of the sites visited by WTSWW staff.  

WTSWW are also working with a range of community 

groups across the Brecknockshire area. These range 

from councils, to a community group tackling invasive 

species or generally wanting advice to improve 

biodiversity at their sites.  On the Verge Talgarth 

hosted the Project Launch in August 2021 and a Bioblitz 

is planned for Dolwen Field, Llanwrtyd Wells, on 31st 

May 2022.  WTSWW continue to support the 

Dormouse, Botany and Bat Groups, plus the newly 

formed Brecon Swift Group. 

WTSWW have run or attended several family events 

and training sessions for community groups such as the 

identification of invertebrate and meadow flowers and 

several guided walks including winter bird walks and 

tree identification. 

Pond maintenance at Cilrheol near Brecon : Pauline Hill 
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Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust (MWT) 

MWT is working with a range of community groups, 

councils and landowners.  

Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer, visited a range of 

landowners during summer 2021 from people with 

large gardens to dairy farmers with acres of land. Each 

landowner received advice on how they could 

potentially improve their land management to benefit 

wildlife. Six of these advisory visits were to landowners 

that were situated in close proximity to sites known to 

support Pearl-bordered Fritillary, offering advice on 

actions to take to benefit the rare butterfly as well as 

other wildlife.  

Dolydd Gobaith Community Interest Company have 

been a very successful group that MWT have worked 

with. Habitat management advice and a site survey 

were undertaken to help the group decide how to 

manage the land. They have regular volunteer days, and 

MWT have provided several training days and are 

continuing to support the group. MWT are supporting  

Tregynon Community Gardens with management 

advice and Lottie Glover, Community Wildlife Officer, is 

helping to mobilise the community to get involved, and 

to provide upskilling opportunities.  

Throughout the year, MWT have run and attended 

several events, including the Weird and Wacky Wildlife 

event at Gregynog Hall in October 2021 and a Bird 

Bonanza event at Camp Plas in February 2022.  

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust (RWT) 

RWT has worked with numerous community groups 

across Radnorshire offering habitat management 

advice and training. The team have been supporting 

Friends of the River Lugg to monitor the river as part 

of a larger River Wye citizen science project and have 

delivered several training days to upskill over 50 

volunteers. Staff have being working closely with 

groups in Rhayader, including Rhayader by Nature and 

Waun Capel Park who now have a biodiversity 

enhancement plan for the park and recently started 

planting wild flowers and spreading Hay Rattle. 

 

During 2021, RWT visited 15 landowners to offer 

advice, which has led to further discussions of creating 

a nature network of local landowners working 

together. Soil testing has also been carried out in 51 

species-rich fields across South Powys, primarily to 

determine suitability for habitat enhancement.  

RWT are also supporting the Ciliau Farm Building 

Nature’s Resilience project. One element that Green 

Connections is organising for the site is eDNA analysis 

for waxcaps in the unimproved grasslands to see what 

is present but currently unrecorded. More survey 

work will take place this summer. A range of training 

for new staff and volunteers took place at Gilfach 

working around Covid restrictions, including 

invertebrate ID and waxcap training with Ray Woods. 

A new Radnorshire botany group is also just starting 

out this year too to complement the East Radnorshire 

group which began in 2021. 

Bird Bonanza at Camp Plas, 

near Welshpool : MWT 

Entomology training with Phil 

‘thebugman’ Ward : RWT 
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Local Wildlife Sites and Powys Nature Partnership 

Building on the work started as part of the ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ project, which included the production of 

new Local Wildlife Site (LWS) selection criteria for Powys, the Trusts have facilitated the formation of the Powys 

LWS Partnership. The first meeting was held in February 2022, at which the Partnership selected/ratified nine 

sites. Each Trust is also setting up a working group for each Vice County in Powys who will be responsible for 

putting forward sites to the Partnership. Anyone wishing to contribute should contact their local Wildlife Trust. 

The Trusts have provided support for the production of the Powys Nature Recovery Action Plan (NRAP) and will 

continue to be key partners in the delivery phase. 

Swifts 

The three Trusts are working together to support towns and villages to become more swift-friendly, through 

providing nest boxes and training to monitor the birds.  The Men’s Shed and volunteers have assisted with build-

ing the nest boxes for the Trusts to provide to their local communities.  

Each Trust will be running several walks throughout the summer to help people identify and monitor swifts in 

their area. Keep an eye out on the websites and social media pages to see if there is a walk near you. 

Swift boxes made by  Llanfyllin Men's Shed : Lottie Glover / MWT 
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In these unrecorded squares we hold no wildlife records. Could you be the first to add a biological record? 

Click the map 

for a PDF copy. 

https://www.bis.org.uk/library/239
https://www.bis.org.uk/library/239
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Click for a 

PDF copy 

For more details 

visit our website 

https://www.bis.org.uk/library/243
https://www.bis.org.uk/library/243
https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
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https://www.bis.org.uk/library/243
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Biodiversity Information Service,  6 The Bulwark, Brecon, LD3 7LB 

01874 610881     info@bis.org.uk   www.bis.org.uk       

Facebook: @BISBrecon        Twitter: @BISBrecon1        Instagram: bispowysbbnp 

Record your sightings: BIS WiReD   &    LERC Wales App 

mailto:info@bis.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
https://twitter.com/BISBrecon1
https://www.instagram.com/bispowysbbnp/
http://record.bis.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php

