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Welcome to the eighteenth issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders’ Newsletter.  After such a prolonged winter 

with hard frosts and snow in March, spring is now finally well underway with rising temperatures and lighter evenings.   It 

is too early to determine the impact (if any) of the late cold conditions on many of our species populations, so for now, 

enjoy recording in the warm May sunshine.   

   

Recorders continue to add to the species lists of both the UK and south Wales with the discovery of a new (to the UK)

spider species on Flat Holm by Richard Gallon and Gareth Farr (p.8-9), and the rare British endemic Bertha’s Dandelion, at 

Cwm Coal Tips (a new plant for Glamorgan) by Dr Tim Rich (p.29).  Swansea University provides an interesting insight 

into the importance of using rehabilitation data when analysing species’ distribution and abundance (p.18-21); and 

SEWBReC gets a new home and a new recording App (p. 10-13).    

 

As usual, there are lots of opportunities to get involved in recording, and to participate in events this year (p.31) 

including: Wales oil beetle survey (p.3), Glamorgan Botany Group excursions (p.4-5), swift nest recording (p.14-15), 

Glamorgan Fungus Group forays (p.16), and Breeding Bird Surveys (p.26-27).  TV presenter and naturalist Chris Packham 

is visiting south Wales as part of his BioBlitz campaign across the UK; join him at the BioBlitzes at Newport Wetlands and 

St Woolos Cemetery on the 21st July (p.17).  I look forward to seeing you there.   

 

A very big thank you to all those who have contributed to this newsletter.  I hope you enjoy it.     

Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 

Brynna Woods Nature Reserve: Violet Oil Beetles 
Mark Steer 

 

If you are walking in Brynna Woods you may notice signs - BEWARE OIL BEETLES AT WORK ! 

 

The woods have violet oil beetles (Meloe violaceus) as residents! These flightless beetles are quite easy to spot as they 

often meander along the edges of paths and are up to 30mm long. They are black often with a violet sheen.  They maybe 

seen from March to June but I have usually seen them second half of April through May on sunny days. The first sighting in 

2018 was on Saturday 21st April on a Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales (WTSWW) bird walk.  

The easiest place to spot them is in the open area between the Ewenny Fach and the railway line, although you may see 

them along the main bridleway and even under the trees.  The female excavates a burrow usually alongside a path about 

2-3cm deep and lays up to 1000 eggs and up to 40,000 in a season. The eggs hatch in about 1 month into larvae known 

as triungulins, which climb onto flowers (often lesser celandine), and wait for solitary mining bees. When these land on 

the flower the larvae, using 3 hooks on their legs, attach themselves to the bees. They then hitch a ride on the bees to 

their nest and proceed to devour the bees eggs and larvae. They then go through a number of stages before becoming 

dormant. The next spring they emerge as small adults to continue their life cycle. 

 

The violet oil beetle is widespread and can be locally common in Wales. There are 2 other species of oil beetles found in 

Wales - the black (Meloe proscarabaeus) and rugged (Meloe rugosus). The black is very similar to the violet and you need 

a hand lens and experience to distinguish them! They are often found on coastal paths and occur frequently on Gower 

and in Pembrokeshire. The rugged is very rarely seen as it is nocturnal and active in autumn and winter. It has only been 

recorded in a few locations in south east Wales. 

 

Another flightless beetle that you may see in Brynna Woods is the bloody nosed beetle (Timarcha tenebricosa), so called 

because it may eject a blood red liquid onto your hand if you pick it up! It is more round than the violet oil beetle and 

only grows up to 18mm. 

 

WTSWW, aided by volunteers, continue their work to conserve the wild flower rich habitat necessary for the beetles and 

bees by carrying out Himalayan Balsam pulling and Bracken bashing. If you would like to find out more and help, please 

contact Megan Howells, People and Wildlife Officer, WTSWW, email: m.howells@welshwildlife.org.  If you want to find 

more about oil beetles and perhaps take part in the Wales survey, go to www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey. 
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Welcome to the eighteenth issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders’ Newsletter.  After such a prolonged winter 

with hard frosts and snow in March, spring is now finally well underway with rising temperatures and lighter evenings.   It 
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Cwm Coal Tips (a new plant for Glamorgan) by Dr Tim Rich (p.29).  Swansea University provides an interesting insight 

into the importance of using rehabilitation data when analysing species’ distribution and abundance (p.18-21); and 

SEWBReC gets a new home and a new recording App (p. 10-13).    
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including: Wales oil beetle survey (p.3), Glamorgan Botany Group excursions (p.4-5), swift nest recording (p.14-15), 

Glamorgan Fungus Group forays (p.16), and Breeding Bird Surveys (p.26-27).  TV presenter and naturalist Chris Packham 

is visiting south Wales as part of his BioBlitz campaign across the UK; join him at the BioBlitzes at Newport Wetlands and 
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Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 

Brynna Woods Nature Reserve: Violet Oil Beetles 
Mark Steer 

 

If you are walking in Brynna Woods you may notice signs - BEWARE OIL BEETLES AT WORK ! 

 

The woods have violet oil beetles (Meloe violaceus) as residents! These flightless beetles are quite easy to spot as they 

often meander along the edges of paths and are up to 30mm long. They are black often with a violet sheen.  They maybe 

seen from March to June but I have usually seen them second half of April through May on sunny days. The first sighting in 

2018 was on Saturday 21st April on a Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales (WTSWW) bird walk.  

The easiest place to spot them is in the open area between the Ewenny Fach and the railway line, although you may see 

them along the main bridleway and even under the trees.  The female excavates a burrow usually alongside a path about 

2-3cm deep and lays up to 1000 eggs and up to 40,000 in a season. The eggs hatch in about 1 month into larvae known 

as triungulins, which climb onto flowers (often lesser celandine), and wait for solitary mining bees. When these land on 

the flower the larvae, using 3 hooks on their legs, attach themselves to the bees. They then hitch a ride on the bees to 

their nest and proceed to devour the bees eggs and larvae. They then go through a number of stages before becoming 

dormant. The next spring they emerge as small adults to continue their life cycle. 

 

The violet oil beetle is widespread and can be locally common in Wales. There are 2 other species of oil beetles found in 

Wales - the black (Meloe proscarabaeus) and rugged (Meloe rugosus). The black is very similar to the violet and you need 

a hand lens and experience to distinguish them! They are often found on coastal paths and occur frequently on Gower 

and in Pembrokeshire. The rugged is very rarely seen as it is nocturnal and active in autumn and winter. It has only been 

recorded in a few locations in south east Wales. 

 

Another flightless beetle that you may see in Brynna Woods is the bloody nosed beetle (Timarcha tenebricosa), so called 

because it may eject a blood red liquid onto your hand if you pick it up! It is more round than the violet oil beetle and 

only grows up to 18mm. 

 

WTSWW, aided by volunteers, continue their work to conserve the wild flower rich habitat necessary for the beetles and 

bees by carrying out Himalayan Balsam pulling and Bracken bashing. If you would like to find out more and help, please 

contact Megan Howells, People and Wildlife Officer, WTSWW, email: m.howells@welshwildlife.org.  If you want to find 
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Glamorgan Botany Group – Highlights of 2017 
David Barden, Julian Woodman and Karen Wilkinson 
 

We had six excursions in 2017, with our usual mix of intensive recording and helpful advice-sharing everywhere from 

Barry to Brynna. Those of you who have joined our trips will know that it’s difficult to pick highlights, but here’s a taster! 

 

A warm day in April saw us meet up in Barry, where we explored the open spaces in and around the old villages of Ca-

doxton and Merthyr Dyfan. The most significant discoveries were undoubtedly Ceratochloa carinata (California Brome) 

and Barbarea intermedia (Medium-flowered Wintercress), but we had some good ‘natives’ too, including Papaver 

lecoqii (Yellow-juiced Poppy), Linum bienne (Pale Flax) and Myosotis ramossissima (Early Forget-me-not). An abundant 

feature of pavement edges and waste ground was Valerianella carinata (Keeled Cornsalad), which we seem to be find-

ing increasingly often in the vice-county.  Some of us in the group like to take note of variants, and in April we found a 

curious mottled purple-and-white variant of Viola reichenbachiana (Early Dog-violet) (see photo, top left). 

 

In Brynna in May, we had a record turnout of 19, so spent the morning at a sedate pace investigating the flora of an old 

tramway, demonstrating the characteristics of various common species such as ground-dwelling ferns, Ranunculus 

(Buttercups) and Trifolium (Clovers). After lunch we came across Trifolium micranthum (Slender Trefoil) (see photo, top 

right), which has relatively few records in the eastern half of Glamorgan, and some excellent habitat in a known damp 

grassland site, with ten Carex (Sedge) species in addition to Carum verticillatum (Whorled Caraway), another rarity in 

East Glamorgan. 

 

Intensive forestry can sometimes lack botanical interest, but that was certainly not the case on our walk from Treherbert 

to Treorchy in June. We started with a fine population of Linaria repens (Pale Toadflax) at the railway station, and con-

tinued the interest with Dryopteris cambrensis (Narrow Male Fern), Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) and 

Equisetum sylvaticum (Wood Horsetail)... as well as abundant Dactylorhiza praetermissa (Southern Marsh Orchid). 

 

Sometimes it’s a bit damp in the valleys, but in July we didn’t let the incessant rain deter us from exploring what turned 

out to be an excellent series of fields on the slopes just east of Pontycymer (as always, with permission expertly negoti-

ated by Julian Woodman). The hospitality of the landowners will quite likely go down in GBG legend, and the plants 

were good too, with vast quantities of Anagallis tenella (Bog Pimpernel) amongst many other typical species of boggy 

grassland and rhos pasture... and Senecio viscosus (Sticky Groundsel) as a pavement weed to finish off! 

 

August is a great time of year to sort out Epilobium (Willowherb) species, and we had plenty of opportunity to get to 

know this group in the streets of Buarth Capel at the northern end of Ynysybwl. Aside from that rather specialist pas-
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time, highlights were a spoil heap coloured purple with Calluna vul-

garis (Heather), the rather local species Sanguisorba officinalis (Great 

Burnet), and a great range of plants on the former Lady Windsor Col-

liery, including Agrimonia odorata (Fragrant Agrimony). 

 

When planning our excursions, we make a reasonable effort to visit 

places that we expect to have some good habitat, but sometimes it’s 

interesting just to try ‘pot-luck’ with somewhere unknown. Such was the case with our visit to some farmland at Gelli-

gaer in September, and although a lot of the habitat was unexceptional, we saw plenty of nice species, including Ore-

opteris limbosperma (Lemon-scented Fern), Lathyrus linifolius (Bitter Vetch), Wahlenbergia hederacea (Ivy-leaved Bell-

flower) and the hybrid Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler Fern) × D. carthusiana (Narrow Buckler Fern). Later, on Gelli-

gaer Common, we were pleased to see lots of bog plants such as Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry), before finishing 

with the vice-county rarity Juncus foliosus (Leafy Rush). 

 

Glamorgan Botany Group – Highlights of 2017 
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Intensive forestry can sometimes lack botanical interest, but that was certainly not the case on our walk from Treherbert 
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tinued the interest with Dryopteris cambrensis (Narrow Male Fern), Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) and 

Equisetum sylvaticum (Wood Horsetail)... as well as abundant Dactylorhiza praetermissa (Southern Marsh Orchid). 

 

Sometimes it’s a bit damp in the valleys, but in July we didn’t let the incessant rain deter us from exploring what turned 
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ated by Julian Woodman). The hospitality of the landowners will quite likely go down in GBG legend, and the plants 
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For those of you who don’t know Glamorgan Botany Group, we’re a friendly bunch of botanists who regularly 

meet up to record plants in Glamorgan (v.c. 41). In practice, the eastern half of the vice-county has substantially 

fewer recent records than the western half, so our focus has been ‘filling in’ some of these gaps before the cut-off 

point for the next BSBI Atlas in December 2019 (all our records of course also get passed to SEWBReC). However, 

we also place a lot of emphasis on the ‘educational’ side of botany – so we’re always sharing identification tips 

and helping each other to get to grips with those more challenging groups! Find out more on our website 

(www.bsbi.org/glamorgan, where you can download all our excursion reports in full), or join us on Facebook. 

No GBG excursion is complete without a carefully-chosen 

lunch stop, although it’s not always in such dramatic 

scenery as on our June trip! © Karen Wilkinson. 

Bog Pimpernel (Anagallis tenella) at Pontycymer © David Barden Leafy rush (Juncus foliosus) © David Barden 

‘Compare-and-contrast’ is a great way of learning your botany, and just after our pub stop in Buarth Capel, 

one of our organisers Karen Wilkinson (centre) demonstrated the differences between three common 

‘dandelion-jobs’ (Compositae). © David Barden 

http://www.bsbi.org/glamorgan
https://www.facebook.com/groups/459413357740225/
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Gwent Dormouse 

Corridors  
Keith Allen 
 

Above right, is a map of potential wildlife cor-

ridors around Monmouth town.  Red indi-

cates ‘3 star’ hedges, with dotted ones of 

lesser quality, and green is the edge of ‘3 star’ 

woodlands.   By ‘3 star’ I mean, in my own 

definition, suitable for dormice to move 

around, feed and maybe even live.  I’ve done this work for dormice, my speciality, but it applies, to a lesser extent, for 

other species. 

 

My project extends from the Glamorgan border, via Wentwood to the river Wye and the Hereford border.   Every 

hedge and woodland has been surveyed.   Within the Wye Valley connections are good, and there is often several pos-

sible routes for a dormouse to move around.   However Monmouth is a land of gaps.  There is not a single route from 

North to South on the map.  A dormouse would have to cross several gaps of 50m or more - a considerable risk for a 

20g mammal (although we know they do cross such gaps, even dual carrigeways). 

 

There are dormice in Wentwood, and in Ruperra, but for them to share their DNA they would have to negotiate a num-

ber of obstacles: from the east they would first come to the river Usk, where a new bridge in a quiet spot on the golf 

course might suffice.  To the north of Caerleon is Lodge Wood, a mile long in a convenient east-west alignment.   

There is plenty of hazel for them to eat there, though no dormice present - I’ve checked.  The new A4042 dual car-

riageway has been planted along its banks with trees that have now reached a suitable age to provide a reasonable 

habitat.  Alt-yr-Yn nature reserve, and the canal, again offers a possible corridor - no dormice there either.  Finally 

roadside planting around Rogerstone gives access to the desert that was Alcan, however the Ebbw river has been left 

wild enough to give access to the woods and hedges around Machen. 

 

Dormice numbers are decreasing at a frightening rate, probably due, in part, to habitat fragmentation.  My work shows 

that there’s plenty of islands out there, we just need to connect them. 
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Map of potential wildlife corridors around Monmouth town © Keith Allen 
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Fun with a Compact 

Linda Nottage 

I’ve been delighted with the hand-held close-up pictures 

that I’ve been able to get with my new Sony compact 

camera. Being pocketable and so much lighter and less 

bulky than my versatile digital SLR with a zoom lens, it’s a 

pleasure to carry on square-bashing rambles around the 

Vale of Glamorgan, and a useful aid to identification of 

small insects and spiders. Poorly recorded areas around St. 

Mary Hill and Llantwit Major have rewarded us with 

interesting sightings in the last half of April.  

My method so far has simply been “point & shoot”. I hope 

for even more success once I learn how to operate the 

camera to best effect!  
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© Linda Nottage. Rhingia campestris (male hoverfly on honesty) 
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Kryptonesticus eremita (Simon, 1880), a Nesticidae 

Spider New to the United Kingdom from Flat 

Holm Island 
Richard C. Gallon* & Gareth Farrº 

 

Last year, SEWBReC, organised a BioBlitz to Flat Holm in the Bristol Channel.  Flat Holm is a small (0.23 km²), roughly 

circular, carboniferous limestone island sitting approximately 4.5 km from the south Wales mainland in the Bristol 

Channel. It is also the southern-most point of Wales. The island has had a long history of fortification and human 

occupation, but has received little attention from arachnologists (20 species recorded previously compared with England’s 

adjacent Steep Holm Island, c.4 km to the south, with 60 species (Chase, 1969; Spider Recording Scheme)).  To help 

address the poorly known spider fauna of Flat Holm Richard Gallon joined the BioBlitz, armed with an arsenal of spider 

sampling gear. The ‘army’ of recorders perhaps represented the most unusual invaders since the Vikings, several centuries 

earlier, as they approached the island through driving rain, choppy sea and twilight in two high-speed RIBs.  

 

On the 12th August 2017 a full day of sampling yielded 32 species of spiders, of which 21 were apparently new island 

records (bringing the island total to 41). Gareth Farr had previously seen and photographed what had been assumed to 

be Nesticus cellulanus in a mine adit on a previous visit to the island (ST22306502). The adit is located above the high tide 

line on the north-east side of the island and has been driven into the carboniferous limestone ‘Gully Oolite Formation’.  It 

is the lower most of two small adits related to local efforts to speculate for lead. In the late afternoon GF and RG revisited 

this adit and a number of these nesticids, including a mature male and females carrying egg-sacs were observed on the 

walls and ceiling; a voucher sample was also collected. 

 

Examining the specimens, several days later under the microscope, it was clear that the adult female and sub-adult male 

were not N. cellulanus, although the thickened margin to the labium and characteristic way these spiders carried their egg

-sacs clearly placed them within the Nesticidae. The large and distinctive epigyne was located quickly in Le Peru (2011) 

and the specimens identified as Kryptonesticus eremita (Simon, 1880), a species not recorded previously in the UK. 

 

There are nine Kryptonesticus species recorded from Europe, but only K. eremita is recorded from northwest Europe, the 

other species being centred on the Balkans, Greece and Turkey (Pavlek & Ribera, 2017; Nae et al., 2018; Nentwig et al., 

2018). Kryptonesticus eremita has been recorded from France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Austria Slovenia, 

Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Albania, Greece, Bulgaria, Ukraine and Turkey, and it has been noted that its range is 

expanding within Europe (Nentwig et al., 2018). It has also established as a non-native species in New Zealand (Vink & 

Dupérré, 2011). 

 

Recorders heading to Flat Holm © Alan Reeve 
K. eremita adult female.  Carapace length 1.77mm.  © Richard Gallon 
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Many of the Kryptonesticus species are limited to a small 

number of natural cave systems, with some species exhibiting 

troglobite adaptions such as pallid coloration, eye reduction 

and limb elongation (Nae et al., 2018). Kryptonesticus eremita is 

less specialised and can occur in man-made underground 

structures such as sewers, tunnels and cellars etc. (Vink & 

Dupérré, 2011). 

 

In light of the discovery of K. eremita on Flat Holm island, it 

would be worth critically examining all nesticids encountered in 

the UK, since it cannot now be assumed they are just N. 

cellulanus (previously our only representative of this family). 

The two species look superficially similar, particularly when 

encountered in their dark habitats, but are readily distinguished 

microscopically by their palps and epigynes. The epigyne of the 

Flat Holm K. eremita female is illustrated here (see figure on right) and 

has been deposited in the Hope Entomological Collections, Oxford 

University. The mature male will be illustrated once a specimen has  

been secured from this population. 
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Figure: K. eremita epigyne.  Scale 0.25mm © Richard Gallon  

Editor’s Note: The epigyne is the external 
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openings of adult female spiders. It is an 

important structure for identifying female 

spiders to species level.    

Article was previously published in Newsletter of the British Arachnological Society No. 141. 
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SEWBReC Business Update 
Adam Rowe, SEWBReC Manager 

 

SEWBReC has a new home!  After 13 years based in Cardiff city centre, we have relocated to Talbot Green (Rhondda 

Cynon Taf), which means shorter, more sustainable commutes for all staff, lower business rates and a lovely new office 

base, which includes a meeting/training room that we hope to use for future events. Thank you to our directors who 

supported this relocation and to our data suppliers and customers who may have noticed some very minor disruption 

to our services during our physical move.  

 

As well as new premises, we are also pleased to announce significant new funding from Welsh Government (WG) – 

something which has been discussed for a long time, but is finally coming to fruition. The agreement will allow licensed 

access to the combined data holdings of the Local Environmental Records Centres Wales consortium for key staff and 

departments across Welsh Government, including planning, agriculture, transport and tourism, as well as for contrac-

tors working on the new Environment and Rural Affairs Monitoring and Modelling Programme (ERAMMP). In addition 

to this new agreement, we should also continue to benefit from a similar data access agreement with Natural Re-

sources Wales, as well as ongoing core funding from WG. 

 

In recent months a further agreement has been signed with a Wales-wide partner, namely Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

(DCWW). They have been a strong user of the data search services offered by the LERCs across Wales for many years, 

and are now the first partner to make the switch to directly undertaking their own data searches online using the LERC 

Wales ‘Aderyn’ data access portal (aderyn.lercwales.org.uk). The 12 month pilot agreement will be monitored closely 

to ensure that DCWW can easily access the data they need and that neither party is significantly gaining or losing fi-

nancially through the new arrangements.  

 

It is our intention that within the next six months, the majority of our partner and commercial data searches will be 

undertaken and delivered online via Aderyn. We are working with the developer on some final enhancements to 

Aderyn data outputs and will then announce the adoption and roll-out of the new system. Initially the searches will still 

be undertaken and delivered by the SEWBReC team, but ultimately commercial customers will be able to log in to undertake 

(and pay for) their own searches. 

 

You may be aware from previous newsletter updates that the data that SEWBReC holds is shared on the National Biodiversity 

Network (NBN) Atlas which means that the data contributes to UK-wide and international knowledge of species distribution. 

In fact recent statistics obtained from the NBN Atlas show that SEWBReC has shared more records than any other LERC in 

the UK. However, in order to protect the viability of our business, we share the majority of records at coarse (10km) resolution 

and with CC-BY-NC licence attribution.  This means data may not be used for any commercial purposes, but is insufficiently 

detailed to be exploited by public users who currently support SEWBReC.  

 

In the year since the Atlas was launched, evidence suggests that data with this licence is being (deliberately or inadvertent-

ly) downloaded for commercial purposes. The NBN Trust is keen to enforce the terms of the CC-BY-NC licence and has re-

cently implemented strong measures to discourage misuse of non-commercial (NC) data, including a significant financial penal-

ty for proven breaches (a £500 charge for each data supplier whose data has been downloaded). We are keen to see this li-

cence enforced and therefore we ask that if you see any clear commercial misuse of data obtained via the NBN Atlas, please 

report it to SEWBReC. We are also proactively promoting best practice by offering our own training courses on avoiding data 

pitfalls, as well as working with the NBN Trust and the Chartered Institute of Ecologists and Environmental Managers (CIEEM) to 

publicise how users may and may not access and use the data we share. We also hope to further improve signposting within 

the NBN Atlas to highlight the higher resolution data that can be obtained for commercial use under licence from LERCs.  

 

As we start a new chapter for SEWBReC in our new location it is fantastic to reflect on the unstinting support of everybody who 

makes SEWBReC happen, from our enthusiastic recorders and data providers, to our committed partners and customers (some 

of whom are signing up their 14th annual service level agreement with us), to our dedicated and long-serving team of staff. It 

really is a pleasure to come to work in this organisation … even more so now that my commute has halved in duration! Thank 

you everybody. 
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SEWBReC and Data Protection 

Adam Rowe, SEWBReC Manager 

 

With the forthcoming changes in data protection laws under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), we have been 

reviewing all aspects of SEWBReC’s processing of personal data. Whilst there are few significant changes for us in the way 

we manage personal data, the advent of GDPR has necessitated the production of a new ‘privacy notice’ which outlines the 

ways we handle such data. The privacy notice is available here. Two of the most significant issues for SEWBReC are 

summarised below. 

 

Biological records 

The vast majority of the records we hold (whether obtained via data exchange/transfer agreements, via recording forms, via 

SEWBReCORD, or via other means) have been provided with consent for SEWBReC to use them ‘as appropriate’. Whilst the 

wording for all data submission routes is being updated, we will be continuing to manage the data we hold on the legal 

basis referred to as ‘legitimate interest’. This means we will not need to retrospectively seek permission for all records to be 

held and used. Personal details may be held to enable us to contact recorders for record validation and verification 

purposes, although we will actively ensure that these details are kept updated.   

 

Although the person is not the subject of a biological record, that record can still be considered ‘personal data’, as it places 

a person at a given place and time and is therefore of ‘biographical significance’.  However, we consider that a recorder’s 

name is a vital part of a biological record, as it adds value to the record (e.g. if the recorder is a known expert) and is the 

most direct means of crediting a recorder for their efforts. We will therefore continue to share recorders’ names with their 

records as part of our licensed supply of data to trusted partners. We have, however, taken the decision to remove 

recorders’ names from reports that are entering the public domain.  

 

Communications 

Over the years we have built up a large contacts list of people who have either asked to receive information from us, or have 

attended one of our training courses or field events. Although the vast majority of people on this list already opted-in to 

receiving information from us, GDPR now requires that we explicitly gain opt-in consent from all of our contacts, in order to 

be able to continue to send information to them. If you have not already opted-in to continue to receive our 

communications (such as new editions of this newsletter, monthly emails and occasional emails on relevant topics of 

interest), please could you visit our opt-in form, telephone us (01443 808896), or email us at info@sewbrec.org.uk. 

 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20privacy%20notice.pdf
https://sewbrec.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=de82c0fdef10d8b62bedbf425&id=0689d7e886
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
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Coming Soon… the LERC Wales App! 
David Slade, Senior IT & Records Officer, SEWBReC 

 

If you have an account with SEWBReCORD (or one of the other Welsh LERC’s indicia 

websites) and have ever tried to use your smartphone in the field to enter records you may 

have found it rather tricky to get to grips with. To solve this, we have been working with the 

developers of iRecord (the system that SEWBReCORD is based on) to create a smart phone 

app. 

 

The app is a straightforward data entry tool, which can obtain your location using the internal GPS, or you can manually 

move the map to select your location. It has an inbuilt species dictionary, so spelling mistakes should not be a problem. 

Photos can be added to the record either directly from the camera or from previously taken pictures.  

 

At present these records are then submitted to iRecord and can currently only be edited on that website, but the aim is 

to have the records available for editing within SEWBReCORD (or if you are reading this from another part of wales, then 

the equivalent website for BIS or WWBIC, and we are working on a solution that will work for Cofnod users). 

 

SEWBReC Membership and Governance 
Adam Rowe, SEWBReC Manager 

 

At the SEWBReC AGM in January, Martin Anthoney stood down from the board of directors after over twelve years’ of 

service, including four years as Chair. We are very grateful for Martin’s dedication to SEWBReC and wish him well for 

the future.   

 

This means  that we currently have up to four vacancies on the SEWBReC board. We are actively seeking new directors 

to fill these vacancies and currently have a particular emphasis on finding directors who are employed by public or 

private sector stakeholders or who bring business skills and experience to the board. Candidates should ideally already 

be members of SEWBReC. Please get in touch with the SEWBReC team or with any of the existing directors if you think 

you may be interested in becoming a director. 

Screenshot from the LERC Wales App showing 

a record being entered by typing the species 

name.                                                               

Screenshot from the LERC Wales App showing 

a location being recorded using the phone’s 

internal GPS. 

Screenshot from the LERC Wales App 

showing records the user has previously 

entered.                                                                  
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The Glamorgan Swift Project  
Alan Rosney, Glamorgan Swift Project Co-ordinator 

(glamorganswiftchampions.blogspot.co.uk) 

 

Following the 2007-11 the BTO National Bird Survey, the committee of the Glamorgan Bird Club met to analyse the 

findings. It was clear that many species were in severe decline. One such species that has suffered a huge decline is the 

common swift (Apus apus). We then set out a plan of action to try and help this iconic species. A major factor in their 

decline is thought to be the blocking up of roof cavities and consequently swift nest sites. If the current decline continues, 

we could lose the swift as a breeding species within the next 30 years. The maps above, taken from the East Glamorgan 

Bird Atlas, illustrate the problem.  Map 1 (on the left) shows the results from the 1984-9 survey, whilst map 2 (on the right) 

shows the most recent results (2008-11).  The large dots indicate confirmed breeding sites, the mid-sized dots indicate 

probable breeding sites, and the smallest dots indicate possible breeding sites.  The empty dots indicate the presence of 

swifts.  Further details on the breeding evidence codes can be found here.     

 

So what are we doing?  Initially we approached the Welsh Ornithological Society for funding to set up a number of swift 

projects. A small grant of £400 was awarded, to which the Bird Club added £200. The aim was to set up a series of nest 

box schemes throughout eastern Glamorgan. To date we have erected boxes in 

Bedwas, Llantwit Major and Penarth. As swifts prefer to nest at least 5 metres up , a 

major constraint has been the cost of scaffolding.  We quickly realised that church 

towers would make ideal locations; however, as many are listed buildings, we 

decided to install boxes inside the towers.  Below left, Howard is fixing swift boxes in 

Trinity Church in Penarth. 

 

Several other churches have been approached and we hope to put up boxes there. 

Some of the church goers are concerned that the swifts will make a mess inside the 

church, but swifts make little mess, unlike bats and pigeons.  One extra that we have 

had to add is a small audio system that plays swift calls to attract sifts to investigate 

the boxes. It may take a few years to establish colonies, as older swifts are site 

faithful and our boxes are only likely to attract young swifts, which don’t breed until 

they are 3 years old. 
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Recently the Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales erected a swift tower on the Dow Corning site, alongside Cadoxton 

Ponds. This 12 box Stoneyford tower has a solar powered call system built in. 

  

An exciting new venture has arisen from this project. In conjunction with the RSPB and the Cardiff Harbour Authority, 

the Glamorgan Bird Club applied for Lottery funding for another swift tower (90 box tower), to be placed on the Cardiff 

Bay Barrage. We were awarded a substantial grant and this project is progressing well. The 90 box tower is due to be in 

place by June, and we shall be holding a launch event once all the groundworks are complete.  Above right is a picture 

of a similar swift tower located in Exeter.  Watch this space! 

 

If you have any swift nests to report, please go to the RSPB Swift Survey website at https://swiftsurvey.org/rspb/home/

index. 

 

Book Award Fund 
Sean McHugh, Communications Officer, Wales 

Biodiversity Partnership 

 

The Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) is offering a 

small grant to all Vice County Recorders in Wales. This 

can be used towards the purchase of identification 

books, keys, CDs, or other small equipment.  A claim can 

be up to £25, and may only be claimed once in each 

financial year. The invoice date must match the financial 

year in which the claim is made.  To make a claim, please 

contact:   

 

Sean McHugh, WBP Communications Officer, Wales 

Biodiversity Partnership,   C/O Wildlife Trusts Wales, Baltic 

House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff Bay, CF10 5FH.   

E-mail:  Sean.McHugh@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

Phone: 02920 480 070 (direct), 07946 469875 (mobile). 

 

Wales Nature Week  

2nd –10th June 2018 

 

Wales Nature Week is an annual week of wildlife-

themed events that takes place all over Wales.  

Celebrate the amazing wildlife diversity in Wales 

and learn about the natural environment on your 

doorstep and its importance to our well-being.    

See https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-

Nature-Week for further information and to find 

out what’s going on in your area.   

 

Come and visit the SEWBReC stall at Go Wild! on 

the 9th June at Parc Bryn Bach, Blaenau-Gwent 

10am-3pm.  For further details, please contact 

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council on 

01495 356070.  

Swift (Apus apus) tower at Dow Corning site  © Ceri Jones Swift (Apus apus) tower in Exeter © Devon Wildlife Trust 

https://swiftsurvey.org/Rspb/Home/Index
https://swiftsurvey.org/Rspb/Home/Index
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Nature-Week
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Nature-Week
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Glamorgan Fungus Group:            

Informal AGM 2018 
Mark Steer, Coordinator, Glamorgan Fungus Group 

 

On Saturday 21st April 28 members and guests met in the Discovery 

Room at Parc Slip nature reserve for a brief informal AGM and a talk by 

Pat O'Reilly. It was agreed that the Group would continue informally 

with our Facebook page being a very important way of communicating 

finds and exchanging ideas. The events and forays programme was 

distributed and further information on the forays will be posted on 

Facebook and circulated by email. David Harries from the 

Pembrokeshire Recording Network updated us on the Microglossum 

project and thanked all those who had contributed photos and 

specimens. 

 

Pat O'Reilly then gave a very interesting talk on fungi and took the 

opportunity to highlight his very interesting books - 'Fascinated by 

Fungi' and 'Wild Orchids of Wales'. After lunch we walked around the 

Reserve with Emma Williams finding the minute Haw Goblet Monilinia 

johnstonii ! Many thanks to all who attended and to WTSWW for the 

use of the Discovery Room. Thanks also to the staff in the cafe for their 

hard work. 

 

If you would like further information on the Group or would like to 

become involved please look at our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/ or email me at 

glamorganfungi@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

2018 Events and Forays 

 

 Saturday 9th June - St Fagans  

 

 Saturday 7th July - Bryngarw Country Park  

 

 Saturday 18th August  - Clyne Country Park, Swansea  

 

 Sunday 9th September - Cyfarthfa Park, Near Merthyr Tydfil  

 

 Saturday 6th October - National Fungus Day, Parc Slip  

 

 Saturday 20th October - Mynydd y Gaer  

 

 Saturday 20th November - Hensol Forest  

 

N.B. Dates, timings and meet locations to be confirmed in due course 

There maybe parking charges at some locations. 

 

If you require further information please email Mark Steer on 

glamorganfungi@gmail.com or watch out for 'Events' on our Facebook 

page.  Further events will be advertised on our Facebook page as they 

are organised during the year. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
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Chris Packham’s Bioblitz Campaign – Coming to 

Newport Wetlands and St Woolos Cemetery, Newport 

Highlighting the State of Our Nation’s Wildlife  
  

TV presenter and naturalist Chris Packham is to come to Newport Wetlands and St Woolos Cemetery in 

Newport as part of the first independent audit of its kind in the UK involving Citizen Science. His goal is to 

highlight the extent to which the nation’s species are under threat.  

On Saturday 21st July he’ll becoming to Newport Wetlands and St Woolos Cemetery, two of 48 sites across 

the country he’ll be stopping off at as part of his ‘UK Bioblitz – nature reserves are not enough!’ campaign.  

Chris’s ‘UK Bioblitz – nature reserves are not enough!’ campaign has a serious purpose, as the results of the 

2018 audit will be recorded to create a benchmark: this will help measure the rise and fall in numbers of 

different species on these sites in the future.  He’ll be starting off in the Scottish Highlands on July 14
th

 and 

from there, over the course of 10 days, he’ll weave his way across the UK, taking in Northern Ireland, Wales 

and parts of England along the route. All forms of life will be investigated in this snapshot of the country’s 

wildlife:  from flies to fungi, mammals to moths and birds to butterflies. At each site Chris and the UK Bioblitz 

team which includes 100’s of experts, young conservationists and film makers and people from all 

backgrounds and abilities will be helped by species specialists, alongside enthusiastic amateurs, to pinpoint 

the winners and losers in the battle for Britain’s countryside.    

Chris Packham comments: “I’m doing this because I want to highlight that the UK’s landscape is in big 

trouble. We should have a far greater expectation of having wildlife around us all of the time but sadly 

we find ourselves going to nature reserves”.  The ultimate aim is to celebrate some conservation success 

stories, but also to flag up some of its failures.   

Chris concludes: “We treat them like they’re museums and art galleries, we go there, we get fully 

satisfied there’s lots of life, but on the way home when we’re driving through the countryside there’s 

nothing left. Some parts of it are absolutely bereft, they’re deserts, and what we want to do is say to 

people ‘that’s not good enough’. We want wildlife everywhere; nature reserves are not enough” 

The campaign is also Crowd-funding with all monies raised being distributed back into grass roots front-line 

conservation projects they’ve visited throughout the campaign, as well as The National Autistic Society. 

 

Visit www.chrispackham.co.uk 

to follow the Bioblitz.   

And join the Facebook event: 

https://www.facebook.com/

events/221259578624823/ 

 

 

Glamorgan Fungus Group:            
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Mark Steer, Coordinator, Glamorgan Fungus Group 

 

On Saturday 21st April 28 members and guests met in the Discovery 
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SEWBReC will be attending both the Newport Wetlands and St Woolos events 

on the 21st July:   

 Newport Wetlands, 10am-5pm.  For further details please contact the RSPB 

on newport-wetlands@rspb.org.uk / 01633 636363                                                            

 St Woolos Cemetery, 12 midday to 7pm for naturalists, 3-7pm for public.  

For further details please contact Natalie Waller at Newport City Council on 

Natalie.Waller@newport.gov.uk / 01633 210561 

Beginners and experts alike are welcome to join in the race against time to 

identify as many species as possible over 24 hours.  Join us and contribute to 

the biodiversity audit of these sites.   

http://www.chrispackham.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/events/221259578624823/
https://www.facebook.com/events/221259578624823/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/events-dates-and-inspiration/events/details.aspx?id=tcm:9-452956
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The importance of using rehabilitation data to gain insight 

into species’ distribution and abundance: monitoring 

hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) presence in South Wales 
 

Anna Davies, Hannah Frame, Simon Allen & Dan Forman, Swansea University 

 

Introduction 

The European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) is a small, morphologically distinctive, insectivorous mammal that is 

found throughout the United Kingdom (Morris and Reeve, 2008). Widespread in most British habitats (although infre-

quently inhabiting wet landscapes or extensive pine forests) (Morris, 1987), hedgehogs occupy an average home 

range of approximately 0.8 km2 (Doncaster et al., 2001). Hedgehogs are known to primarily make use of and take ref-

uge in edge habitats (Huijser, 2000), where the hedgehog can be considered a biotic indicator species due to its mac-

ro-invertebrate diet (Hof, 2009). 

 Recent studies have suggested that the British hedgehog has undertaken a population decline since the 1960s (Hof, 

2009). The Mammals Trust UK (MTUK) undertakes an annual survey on mammal road mortality, with the numbers of 

hedgehogs returned in each survey consistently decreasing since 2001 at the commencement of the survey (MTUK, 

2005); this is presented amongst further historical comparisons of abundance as evidence of the hedgehog popula-

tion decline (Hof, 2009). The cause of this decline, despite multiple theories on badger (Meles meles) population re-

covery, habitat loss and fragmentation (Hof, 2009), is unknown (Gaglio et al., 2010). The apparent decline of a species 

considered locally common, widespread and a generalist feeder (Morris and Reeve, 2008) is a cause of current scien-

tific concern; this has brought to attention the importance of identifying the causes of this decline, as these causes 

may be having a more significant impact on more specialised, rarer British mammals, making the conservation of the 

hedgehog and understanding of its decline, distribution and abundance through time increasingly important.  

 Biological record collection is pivotal in observing and understanding changes in a vast range of subjects, from 

changing environmental conditions to trends in species abundance and distribution (Roberts, 1992). By recording the 

distribution of a species over long periods of time, spatial patterns of individual species’ presence can be observed, 

which can assist with local and national population trend monitoring. Potentially important but largely untapped 

sources of long-term species’ distribution data are those collated by wildlife rehabilitation centres. 

 Wildlife rehabilitation centres provide care and treatment of diseased, injured or orphaned individuals of British wild 

species, under a temporary period of care with the aim of release of the individual back into its natural habitat 

(Trendler, 1995; Wimberger et al., 2010). Wildlife rehabilitation is often regarded as a conservation tool by protecting 

and restoring individuals to populations of a threatened species (Kirkwood and Sainsbury, 1996). There are approxi-

mately 400 wildlife rehabilitation centres in the United Kingdom, each with their own specialities (Starlight Trust, 

2017). 

 Gower Bird Hospital (hereafter referred to as ‘GBH’) is a nationally recognised wildlife rehabilitation centre on the 

Gower Peninsula, South Wales, and has been a registered charity since 1996 (Gower Bird Hospital, 2015). GBH admits 

over 1600 animals per year, with the vast majority of their mammalian patients being hedgehogs (Gower Bird Hospi-

tal, 2015). Between approximately 200 - 300 hedgehogs are admitted to the hospital per year, all of these being rec-

orded in the hospital’s database. The hedgehog data collected by this organisation and by other wildlife rehabilitation 

centres has been unstudied with regards to wider ecology and the current state of the British hedgehog, presenting a 

gap in current knowledge of the species. GBH has accumulated hedgehog inpatient data records since 2001, includ-

ing the original location of the hedgehog, the reason for admittance to the hospital, the age class (categorising de-

pendent (nestling or fledgling) as “1”; juvenile (independent sub-adult) as “2”; and independent adult as “3”), the sex, 

the condition on arrival and further details of the individual hedgehogs admitted. 

 The purpose of this short report is to highlight the utility of data provided by wildlife rehabilitation centres on this 

species and to provide insight into the distribution and admittance of this species over time. This is one of the first 

studies undertaken based on wildlife rehabilitation centre records. Here, long term hedgehog records from GBH were 

digitised and the original locations of the hedgehogs were mapped to display the distribution of hedgehogs admit-

ted to GBH from the South Wales region. 

 

 

Methods 

 Data collected by GBH involved recording the details and state of the hedgehog on arrival into the hospital’s data-

base. The hedgehogs would be admitted to the centre after being brought in by members of the public or referred to 

the hospital by animal welfare organisations, including the RSPCA and both public and private veterinary practises. 
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 The age of hedgehogs admitted was identified by the weight and size of the hedgehog admitted; the body condition 

of the animal; and the season in which the animal was admitted (Allen, 2013). Hedgehogs identified to have reached 

their second calendar year were considered adults, with this being the most practical and accurate method of aging 

live animals with large sample sizes (Allen, 2013). Other methodologies that are considered accurate in aging hedge-

hogs require a deceased specimen (Morris, 1970) or (for hedgehogs under one year of age) require the use of anaes-

thesia and an x-ray (Morris, 1971). 

 Sex was determined by uncurling the hedgehog for observation of the genital organs and their positioning in the 

way of the British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) (Reeve and Lindsay, 1996). The male was identified by the 

presence of the penis below the umbilicus whereas the female was identified by the presence of a vulva above the 

anus. 

 Details on the location the hedgehog was removed from (capsite) relied upon accurate communication by the mem-

bers of the public admitting the hedgehog to the hospital. Some hedgehogs were referred to GBH by other animal 

welfare organisations and private veterinary practices, where the capsite location would not have been recorded and 

therefore unknown. When possible and suitable, after treatment at the hospital, the animals were returned to their 

original capsite for release.  

 The location data for the years 2001 – 2015 was compiled from the original record sheets to collate accurate capsite 

addresses. From each of these addresses, the postcode was taken and converted into both grid references and longi-

tude and latitude. We assumed the postcode to be a suitable scale representation of hedgehog presence due to the 

size of the home range of hedgehogs. 

 The longitude and latitude data was used to generate a visual map using QGIS (QGIS Development Team, 2017) that 

displayed the locations of the hedgehog capsites overlaying a map of South Wales. QGIS was similarly used to gener-

ate a heatmap of the same hedgehog presence data.  

 Location data from 1994 – 2000 was also observed from GBH’s record database, where these records existed without 

a protocol for gathering hedgehog capsites. This was used when recording the number and percentage of hedgehog 

records containing location data per year, from the initiation of Gower Bird Hospital’s biological records system. 

 

Results 

A total of 3997 hedgehogs were recorded 

in Gower Bird Hospital from the initiation 

of a location recording system in 2001 

until January 2016 (see Table 1 right). Of 

these, 2996 records contained detailed 

postcode data that allowed for extraction 

into digitised maps. Previous to this, only 

nine records were observed with detailed 

location data, since 1994. 

 

Table 1 (right): Number of hedgehogs 

admitted to Gower Bird Hospital, South 

Wales from 1994 to 2015, displaying the 

total number of records per year that in-

cluded detailed locations (postcodes or ad-

dresses) and the percentage of records con-

taining these per year. Data for 2016 was 

incomplete at the time of data collection 

and therefore not included. Multiple hedge-

hogs admitted to GBH from the same ad-

dress and at the same time (for example, 

litters of hoglets) were each counted as in-

dividual records. 

 

The maps overleaf (Figures 1 and 2) illus-

trate the distribution of hedgehogs admit-

ted to GBH between 2001 and January 

2016. As can clearly be seen, the vast ma-

jority of records originated from the 

Swansea area and most were contained 

Year 

Number of  

Hedgehog 

Records 

Number of 

Records with 

Postcode/Address 

Data 

Percentage of 

Postcode Data 

in Records 

(2d.p.) 

1994 37 0 0.00 

1995 52 0 0.00 

1996 65 0 0.00 

1997 64 0 0.00 

1998 132 0 0.00 

1999 134 1 0.75 

2000 136 8 5.88 

2001 171 16 9.36 

2002 200 60 30.00 

2003 191 59 30.89 

2004 207 84 40.58 

2005 222 82 36.94 

2006 225 145 64.44 

2007 351 203 57.84 

2008 337 219 64.99 

2009 299 191 63.88 

2010 346 219 63.30 

2011 279 171 61.29 

2012 325 222 68.31 

2013 258 170 65.89 

2014 272 213 78.31 

2015 314 242 77.07 
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within 25 km of the location of GBH with a maximum distance of 90 km. Many of the records submitted were derived 

from urban and sub-urban locations with fewer being received from more rural locations. The concentration of 

hedgehog records is shown in Figure 2. Many records were located along minor and major roads, with the vast major-

ity of records being derived from Swansea, Llanelli, Port Talbot and Neath.  

 

 

Discussion  

 Gower Bird Hospital put into place a protocol for gaining detailed location information from admissions in 2001. This 

has led to the number of detailed locations recorded increasing to over 75% of hedgehog records containing location 

data in recent years (Table 1). This provides a more detailed summary of where hedgehogs are and have been resid-

ing in Swansea and South Wales for the last fifteen years. Such a summary of hedgehog locations will become an in-

creasingly important reference tool in hedgehog abundance and distribution analysis, should current research contin-

ue to indicate a population decline.  

 The data collected by GBH has provided the opportunity to observe hedgehog incidence in a wide radius (90 km) of 

its surroundings (Figures 1 and 2). This data allows us to record the presence of hedgehogs in the Swansea area, ex-

tending to individual records present further east in Chepstow and north in Aberystwyth (Figure 1). Many of the 

hedgehogs recorded over the study period originated from locations that were urbanised or sub-urbanised; from this 

we can infer that hedgehogs were more likely to have been found and therefore recorded in areas where people were 

active. This bias may provide a useful index of hedgehog populations and demographics in areas that are considered 

to be very important for hedgehogs, as recent studies have suggested that hedgehogs have higher population densi-

ties in urban areas than in rural areas (Hubert et al., 2011). Many records traced the routes of existing road networks in 

the local area; as road traffic collisions are a major cause of injury to hedgehogs, this is unsurprising.    

 The location data is concentrated mostly in the surrounding area of GBH, being biased to where the Hospital is more 

commonly known by the public (Figure 1); this is a frequently observed bias in biological recording methodologies 

(Isaac and Pocock, 2015). There is inevitably a further bias to the hedgehog rehabilitation data, with the hedgehogs 

admitted to the hospital being mostly from locations easily observed by humans, tending to be in urban and subur-

ban environments surrounding human habitation.  Similarly, the locations recorded are from hedgehogs that required 

rehabilitation (excluding cases of misidentification of hedgehog health by members of the public) either by natural 

causes or human influence. Healthy hedgehogs may be observed in other locations that have gone unrecorded as 

these will not have been brought to GBH. Thus, it is vitally important that for a true representation of hedgehog pres-

ence that data such as this is combined with location data from other methods of hedgehog monitoring by other or-

ganisations. 

 Despite the inherent biases in this data (and indeed in distribution data in general), the information collected by wild-

life rehabilitation centres like Gower Bird Hospital is potentially very important in providing detailed, long term infor-

mation on hedgehog locations that may otherwise go unrecorded. Indeed, there is a wealth of data available from 

wildlife rehabilitation centres, such as GBH, that could be used to augment data produced by other recording 

schemes and record submissions on a variety of vertebrate species. The uses of this data on hedgehog distribution 

and abundance could be of significant utility in examining the extent and rates of hedgehog declines in the UK; un-

derstanding the importance of different habitats to hedgehogs; and observing population hotspots from applied con-

servation, management and protection perspectives, which could improve the conservation of the species. There is a 

very real need to work collectively with wildlife rehabilitation centres and to produce a standardised format for the 

collection and sharing of data from throughout the wildlife rehabilitation community. Such endeavours can only ben-

efit our collective understanding of the distribution and population trends (and therefore the conservation) of British 

mammals.  

 

For further information on the work of Gower Bird Hospital and the hedgehog data collected, please contact Simon 

Allen at simon@gowerbirdhospital.org.uk. 

 

Figure 1: Map of South Wales displaying the original locations of hedgehogs 

admitted to Gower Bird Hospital from April 2001 to January 2016. 

Figure 2: Heatmap of South Wales displaying the original locations of 

hedgehogs admitted to Gower Bird Hospital from April 2001 to January 2016. 
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within 25 km of the location of GBH with a maximum distance of 90 km. Many of the records submitted were derived 

from urban and sub-urban locations with fewer being received from more rural locations. The concentration of 

hedgehog records is shown in Figure 2. Many records were located along minor and major roads, with the vast major-

ity of records being derived from Swansea, Llanelli, Port Talbot and Neath.  

 

 

Discussion  

 Gower Bird Hospital put into place a protocol for gaining detailed location information from admissions in 2001. This 

has led to the number of detailed locations recorded increasing to over 75% of hedgehog records containing location 

data in recent years (Table 1). This provides a more detailed summary of where hedgehogs are and have been resid-

ing in Swansea and South Wales for the last fifteen years. Such a summary of hedgehog locations will become an in-

creasingly important reference tool in hedgehog abundance and distribution analysis, should current research contin-

ue to indicate a population decline.  

 The data collected by GBH has provided the opportunity to observe hedgehog incidence in a wide radius (90 km) of 

its surroundings (Figures 1 and 2). This data allows us to record the presence of hedgehogs in the Swansea area, ex-

tending to individual records present further east in Chepstow and north in Aberystwyth (Figure 1). Many of the 

hedgehogs recorded over the study period originated from locations that were urbanised or sub-urbanised; from this 

we can infer that hedgehogs were more likely to have been found and therefore recorded in areas where people were 

active. This bias may provide a useful index of hedgehog populations and demographics in areas that are considered 

to be very important for hedgehogs, as recent studies have suggested that hedgehogs have higher population densi-

ties in urban areas than in rural areas (Hubert et al., 2011). Many records traced the routes of existing road networks in 

the local area; as road traffic collisions are a major cause of injury to hedgehogs, this is unsurprising.    

 The location data is concentrated mostly in the surrounding area of GBH, being biased to where the Hospital is more 

commonly known by the public (Figure 1); this is a frequently observed bias in biological recording methodologies 

(Isaac and Pocock, 2015). There is inevitably a further bias to the hedgehog rehabilitation data, with the hedgehogs 

admitted to the hospital being mostly from locations easily observed by humans, tending to be in urban and subur-

ban environments surrounding human habitation.  Similarly, the locations recorded are from hedgehogs that required 

rehabilitation (excluding cases of misidentification of hedgehog health by members of the public) either by natural 

causes or human influence. Healthy hedgehogs may be observed in other locations that have gone unrecorded as 

these will not have been brought to GBH. Thus, it is vitally important that for a true representation of hedgehog pres-

ence that data such as this is combined with location data from other methods of hedgehog monitoring by other or-

ganisations. 

 Despite the inherent biases in this data (and indeed in distribution data in general), the information collected by wild-

life rehabilitation centres like Gower Bird Hospital is potentially very important in providing detailed, long term infor-

mation on hedgehog locations that may otherwise go unrecorded. Indeed, there is a wealth of data available from 

wildlife rehabilitation centres, such as GBH, that could be used to augment data produced by other recording 

schemes and record submissions on a variety of vertebrate species. The uses of this data on hedgehog distribution 

and abundance could be of significant utility in examining the extent and rates of hedgehog declines in the UK; un-

derstanding the importance of different habitats to hedgehogs; and observing population hotspots from applied con-

servation, management and protection perspectives, which could improve the conservation of the species. There is a 

very real need to work collectively with wildlife rehabilitation centres and to produce a standardised format for the 

collection and sharing of data from throughout the wildlife rehabilitation community. Such endeavours can only ben-

efit our collective understanding of the distribution and population trends (and therefore the conservation) of British 

mammals.  

 

For further information on the work of Gower Bird Hospital and the hedgehog data collected, please contact Simon 

Allen at simon@gowerbirdhospital.org.uk. 
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A Waxcap Search in The Valleys: What would it show us? 
Jim Davies and Rob V Thomas 
  

We live in Bedlinog village between Merthyr Tydfil and Treharris at the south west corner (SO095012) of our waxcap 

search area of 2.5 km2 (see map below, right).  Above the 400m contour is common, stocked to capacity the year 

round with horses, cattle and sheep. Below it are grazing and grass-baling enclosures, a coal spoil bank (marked as 

Hill 60), a public open space over the former Bedlinog Colliery site (Parc Nant Llwynog, outlined in red), and 

woodland. 

 

 On 13th October, 2017, on the common path from the B4255 car park to Pen-marc, I (JD) suddenly stepped on a 

brilliant scatter of red, white and yellow waxcaps. Looking more closely in the dusk, I estimated 10 fungal taxa 

(including a young puffball) and planned an emergency photo visit.  I had been on the path on the 1st October 

when there was no fungi, and this time feared their disappearance. 

 On 15th October, armed only with a 1982 Collins Gem fungal guide and an Apple iphone’s camera, I traversed 

the 300m extent of the scatter north west from 

the Common path to the B4255 at the 428m 

height above sea level (HASL) point.  I 

photographed the differing fungal forms as I 

met them. These included a hard cased 

puffball, a young earthball, and fairy clubs; but 

to sustain momentum I bracketed them all as 

‘waxcaps’. I placed a 5cm x 3cm scale card 

alongside each single waxcap to be 

photographed, and also ensured its 

surrounding moss and fescue-bent vegetation 

was sufficient in extent to be identifiable by 

specialists in the future. I did not include the 

many small toadstools on the site clearly 

associated with dung and just casuals on the 

waxcap spreads. By the end of that day an old 

ecological question had emerged: ‘why did 

these waxcaps flourish on some of the 

common but not on all of it’? 

 On 22nd October I searched for waxcaps on 

the grazing enclosures to the south east of the 

study area including the colliery spoil ‘Hill 60’, 

and found some. 

 On 29th October I found more of them on a 

return visit to the Common, surveying in 

particular those areas overlooked previously. 

However, many scatters, including the 

magnificent first one, had been 

comprehensively broken up, almost certainly 

by cattle.   

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 Fig. 3 

Map of survey area. The numbers refer to the position of photos taken (in Figs 1-5) 
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 On 5th November, curiosity still growing, I searched more distantly and comprehensively, though the waxcaps were more 

elusive now. 

 On 19th November only a very few remained.   

    

  

 Where in particular were the waxcaps found? 

 a.  On the Common: the map shows their distribution, and their confinement to c. 9ha (11%) of the 80ha 

of examined Common area. They preferred the well drained slopes as along the main traverse. They also 

occupied very small dips in level ground at old earthworks, and road edges.  They avoided rushy, damp, 

flatter ground.  They were not found among mole hills or Gorse.  They were found in many grassy areas 

receiving an annual NPK fertiliser dressing and a thistle cull. Around 20 taxa, on the common, were 

separated via the photo file. 

  

b.  In the Enclosures the three small waxcap extents together occupied c.4ha, less than 4% of the enclosed 

grazing and hay-baling fields. They occurred on well drained slopes accessible to sheep and cattle but not 

receiving regular farm machine treatment.  The fungal scatter on the extensive Hill 60 coal spoil is 

contiguous, abreast the slope to the south east, with that on older grazing land.   

 

The wax caps on the 80m x 20m slope at the lowest point (280m) of the study area, occupied the uneven 

grassy fragment below an old Ash tree. Clearly, the machinery for the grazing improvements of the field 

immediately above cannot access it, though the livestock do. A significant number of anthills also persist.  I 

saw no obvious difference between the fungal taxa on the enclosed land and those on the common. 

 

c.  The Parc Nant Llwynog which over the past forty years has been developed with spinneys and self sown 

vegetation, on compacted, regraded, coal spoil which drains very slowly. These conditions are not conducive to 

waxcaps which were absent or very scarce. 

 

 

Concluding Comments 

I read Elsa Woods new field guide*, and searched the internet to put our survey into a wider context**.  All 

agree that waxcaps (along with their regular fungus associates) are indicators of old, unploughed, pasture.  

From the number (c.20) of taxa it does seem the Gelligaer Common study site could be ranked as locally 

significant, even though rarities seem not to have been found so far.  The Gelligaer fungi tolerate an annual 

granular fertiliser spread: this is unusual for waxcaps.  Intense stocking is cited as a threat to waxcap 

populations and the Common study site might be under that pressure.  We found 6% (0.15km2) of the 

entire study area (2.5km2) carries waxcap scatters, and this could typify end-of-valley farmed land in South 

East Wales.  In the valleys of north east Glamorgan there are many undisturbed biodiversity rich 

sites, but, like the waxcap slopes above Bedlinog, each remains in constant need of conservation 

surveillance. 

 

*    Elsa Wood and Jon Dunkelman, Grassland Fungi: A Field Guide, Monmouthshire Meadows Group (2017). 

**  www.aber.ac.uk  www.plantlife.org.uk   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waxcap_grassland 
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Changing Fortunes for the Rook 

Colin Titcombe and Chris Hatch 

My first memory of Rooks (Corvus frugilegus) came during early childhood when large rookeries existed near Caldicot (at c. 

ST471888) and in the trees surrounding, what was at the time, Caerwent Vicarage.  Smaller collections of Rook nests were sites 

in elms (Common Elm (Ulmus procera)) at Caerwent’s Brook and also, in the tall Ash tree which then stood in Caerwent Church-

yard. 

These rookeries are now long gone, as well as the trees in which they were built.  As far as I am aware the closest rookery to 

these sites today is a small collection of nests (about four or five) in trees bordering the M48 at Rogiet.   

In the 1970s I became aware of a huge rookery (100+ nests) in the Little Wood near Crick (at c. ST484906), but this site was 

later abandoned.  There was also a strong rookery in the wood known as ‘Bushy Close’ (at c. ST510889) near Portskewett.  By 

the second half of the 1970s these Rooks had relocated to some nearby electricity pylons.  On the 15th April 1979 my diary rec-

ords ‘ The Rook nests occupy three pylons which from west to east, hold 4 nests, 6 nests and 2 nests’.  Now, probably because of 

human predation (there was a gibbet of dead Rooks hanging nearby) even these have gone.  On the 2nd May 2017 there was 

evidence that a pair of Ravens nested on one of these pylons during the earlier part of the year.   

It is generally accepted that Rooks are a declining species and a note in my diary for the 31st March 1959 is most telling – ‘By 

far the commonest bird on these 

moors is the Rook.  No matter, 

where I went there was a rookery – 

one was even sited in the apple 

trees of an orchard.  Many rookeries 

were sited in Elm trees and a few in 

willows that had not been pollard-

ed’.  The ‘moors’ referred to in this 

quote were that part of the Cald-

icot Level around Redwick, Magor 

and Goldcliff.  In the Spring of 

2017 a visit made to this same area 

Rook (Corvus frugilegus) © Colin Titcombe & Chris Hatch 

Rookery © Colin Titcombe & Chris Hatch 
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Changing Fortunes for the Rook 

Colin Titcombe and Chris Hatch 
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ST471888) and in the trees surrounding, what was at the time, Caerwent Vicarage.  Smaller collections of Rook nests were sites 

in elms (Common Elm (Ulmus procera)) at Caerwent’s Brook and also, in the tall Ash tree which then stood in Caerwent Church-

yard. 

These rookeries are now long gone, as well as the trees in which they were built.  As far as I am aware the closest rookery to 

these sites today is a small collection of nests (about four or five) in trees bordering the M48 at Rogiet.   

In the 1970s I became aware of a huge rookery (100+ nests) in the Little Wood near Crick (at c. ST484906), but this site was 

later abandoned.  There was also a strong rookery in the wood known as ‘Bushy Close’ (at c. ST510889) near Portskewett.  By 

the second half of the 1970s these Rooks had relocated to some nearby electricity pylons.  On the 15th April 1979 my diary rec-

ords ‘ The Rook nests occupy three pylons which from west to east, hold 4 nests, 6 nests and 2 nests’.  Now, probably because of 

human predation (there was a gibbet of dead Rooks hanging nearby) even these have gone.  On the 2nd May 2017 there was 

evidence that a pair of Ravens nested on one of these pylons during the earlier part of the year.   

It is generally accepted that Rooks are a declining species and a note in my diary for the 31st March 1959 is most telling – ‘By 

far the commonest bird on these 

moors is the Rook.  No matter, 

where I went there was a rookery – 

one was even sited in the apple 

trees of an orchard.  Many rookeries 

were sited in Elm trees and a few in 

willows that had not been pollard-

ed’.  The ‘moors’ referred to in this 

quote were that part of the Cald-

icot Level around Redwick, Magor 

and Goldcliff.  In the Spring of 

2017 a visit made to this same area 

found just two small collections of Rook nests – one at Redwick (c. ST413842) and one at Whitson Court (at c. 

ST371846).   

Rookeries are noisy places and it may be that Rooks enjoy noise.  There used to be a healthy rookery in the middle of 

Monmouth town.  In 2001 there were 17 Rook nests in the churchyard trees at St Mary’s and also a few in the small 

cluster of trees at St Thomas’ (over Monnow).  These have now gone but they may have moved out to the edge of the 

busy by-pass road (A40) near Dixton.  Certainly there are a number of rookeries at the side of the trunk road(s) be-

tween Monmouth and Llandenny.  There is also a strong rookery on either side of the railway line in Goytre Village (at 

c. SO324046).  Over the years some Gwent rookeries have been brought to the attention of the wider public.  In 1989 

the rookery in the Beech trees near Trostrey Lodge was filmed for the Channel 4/S4C television series ‘A Hundred 

Acres’.  This rookery has now moved a short distance and is smaller than it was in 1989. 

In 1980 Deborah King’s book for younger readers was published and simply entitled ‘Rook’ (Hamish Hamilton Chil-

dren’s Books).  The book comprises alternating pages of text and illustration but, more importantly gives actual loca-

tions such as Rockfield, Deep Holm Farm, Little Ancre Hill and Buckholt Wood etc.  No precise locations is given for the 

rookery itself but our 2017 investigations found a rookery still to be present here at the edge of Rockfield Village (at c. 

SO484146).   

Because of an obvious reduction in Rook numbers generally Chris Hatch and I carried out a search for rookeries in 

Gwent during the spring, 2017.  It wasn’t intended as a full-blown survey, simply a matter of noting the position and 

approximate size of those rookeries encountered on our day to day travels through the old County.  Our findings were 

basically that there are still good numbers of Rooks here, but nothing like those of former times.  Many rookeries have 

disappeared or have translocated.  Only thorough surveys by a team of volunteers will really tell us more about the 

present day fortunes of this charismatic species.  

Five Years of Square of the Month 

 Elaine Wright, Senior Projects & Communications Officer, SEWBReC 

  

In 2013, after pondering on the issue of the under-recorded areas in our patch, the South East Wales Biodiversity 

Records Centre (SEWBReC) launched Square of the Month. This initiative provides local wildlife recorders with maps 

and details of under-recorded 1km squares in Gwent and Glamorgan, in hopes that the information will encourage 

recording in these seldom visited spots.  

  

Five years on, and the excellent recorders of south Wales have managed to add over 11,500 records to the 91 

squares highlighted by the scheme thus far. The majority of squares are located in farmland or woodland 

plantations, yet over 1,500 species from 27 

taxa groups have been discovered, showing 

how diverse the areas beyond the “honeypot” 

sites truly are. 

There have been some interesting /rare 

species found, for example the second Welsh 

record of the shieldbug Eurydema oleracea 

was found by SEWBReC staff visiting a square 

on a road verge in Newport. 

  

The scheme has been whole heartedly 

adopted by some expert recorders, who make 
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The Joys of the Breeding Bird Survey 
Paul Seligman 

Although I try to record anything that lives, if I can identify it or get an ID, my original core interest was bird watching, 

and that remains the taxonomic group where I have the greatest knowledge.  I won’t say ‘expertise’, because there’s 

always more to learn, and there are many better birders than I.  Still, I know enough to make a fairly good job of 

various local bird surveys. I started with the BTO’s ‘Breeding Bird Survey’ (BBS) in 2002, surveying an area in Canton, 

Cardiff. A few years later I took on another two squares near Bedlinog. 

 

The protocol for BBS involves two annual visits, one in April and the other 4-6 weeks later. Each visit should start as 

early as possible in the day and always follows the same two ‘transects’ across the 1km square.  Because of family 

commitments and weather conditions this year, April had almost gone by without giving me a chance to survey my 

two upland squares. Consistency from year to year is important and I try to complete these by mid-April, so they were 

overdue.  

 

30
th

 April had no rain forecast (surveying in heavy rain is pretty pointless, except perhaps for wetland and estuary 

birds) and I had a free day. So it was that Janet, my partner and assistant surveyor for these squares, found ourselves 

soon after 6am alongside the Taff-Bargoed river. It was cold, but the first few hundred yards are relatively sheltered.  A 

Sparrowhawk was one of the first birds, only the second I’ve recorded here for BBS. Several migrant Warblers- 

Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs, and Willow Warblers - were singing. When you have multiple birds singing amid other 

extraneous noises, including the river and perhaps nearby traffic, it does require concentration.  Willow Warblers can 

be a particular challenge as they can sound very like Garden Warblers (and sometimes, to me, like Chaffinches). If I’m 

not sure of a song I will sometimes capture it on my Voice Recorder so that I can play back at home and compare to 

a huge effort to visit the squares each month. A couple of heroes are Rob & Linda Nottage and Colin Titcombe, who have 

each collected over 3,000 records. SEWBReC is extremely grateful to everyone who makes the effort to help fill in the gaps in 

our maps!  

  

Square of the Month has in fact gone so well that we are running out of squares to visit, and have hence changed the 

goalposts a little, starting to concentrate on squares unvisited for 10 or more years. Further details about the scheme, 

including the option to sign up for our email list, can be found on our website:  

 www.sewbrec.org.uk/biological-recording-folder/sewbrec-square-of-the-month.page 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/biological-recording-folder/sewbrec-square-of-the-month.page
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The Joys of the Breeding Bird Survey 
Paul Seligman 

Although I try to record anything that lives, if I can identify it or get an ID, my original core interest was bird watching, 

and that remains the taxonomic group where I have the greatest knowledge.  I won’t say ‘expertise’, because there’s 

always more to learn, and there are many better birders than I.  Still, I know enough to make a fairly good job of 

various local bird surveys. I started with the BTO’s ‘Breeding Bird Survey’ (BBS) in 2002, surveying an area in Canton, 

Cardiff. A few years later I took on another two squares near Bedlinog. 

 

The protocol for BBS involves two annual visits, one in April and the other 4-6 weeks later. Each visit should start as 

early as possible in the day and always follows the same two ‘transects’ across the 1km square.  Because of family 

commitments and weather conditions this year, April had almost gone by without giving me a chance to survey my 

two upland squares. Consistency from year to year is important and I try to complete these by mid-April, so they were 

overdue.  

 

30
th

 April had no rain forecast (surveying in heavy rain is pretty pointless, except perhaps for wetland and estuary 

birds) and I had a free day. So it was that Janet, my partner and assistant surveyor for these squares, found ourselves 

soon after 6am alongside the Taff-Bargoed river. It was cold, but the first few hundred yards are relatively sheltered.  A 

Sparrowhawk was one of the first birds, only the second I’ve recorded here for BBS. Several migrant Warblers- 

Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs, and Willow Warblers - were singing. When you have multiple birds singing amid other 

extraneous noises, including the river and perhaps nearby traffic, it does require concentration.  Willow Warblers can 

be a particular challenge as they can sound very like Garden Warblers (and sometimes, to me, like Chaffinches). If I’m 

not sure of a song I will sometimes capture it on my Voice Recorder so that I can play back at home and compare to 

known recordings of different species. 

 

Janet spotted a Dipper on the river. We know they are here but usually in a section which we can’t see from our 

defined route, so it was nice to record it – only the fifth in 27 surveys, though we see them before or after the 

survey on many occasions.  The final 200m of this transect is more exposed to the wind, and we did not record 

any birds at all! But this was as nothing compared to the second transect, which is along a hill ridge, 

overlooking the valley where we started.  A bitingly cold, strong, north wind kept everything out of sight. We 

were able to record 5 gulls at the start but then – nothing for the whole kilometre. Not even the larger birds, 

like crows, were flying or perching openly in this, and nothing was calling or singing. A glimpse of something 

moving in the bracken was probably a Meadow Pipit, but could have been a Skylark, both are usually present 

here.  We were certainly getting our exercise as we struggled up the long slope back to the car, facing into the 

wind. Later data entry showed that we recorded 40 birds of 17 species on this square, lower than usual. 

 

We are allowed to survey our second, adjacent, square straight after the first although this makes a later start 

than the general guidelines. The first transect was fortunately sheltered by the hill to the north of the route and 

we recorded a fairly average mix and number of birds. These included a Tree Pipit – but, most unusually, not 

one Meadow Pipit. Cuckoo and Green Woodpecker were heard but not seen. In some years, we have had 

excellent views of Cuckoo in this area, including a memorable occasion where we watched the male repeatedly 

catching and feeding caterpillars to the female who was perched on a pylon. 

 

As we walked to the start of the second transect, a Red Kite came close overhead to inspect us – these birds 

really are curious to check out visitors. I confess that I went as fast as I could across the uneven ground to get 

to the transect start, hoping that the bird would still be visible. You can’t count anything that’s not within the 

timed transect start and end times, but there’s no rule against hurrying to the start!  From a scientific 

perspective, all results are equally valid. Zero or many birds, common or unusual species – it’s all data to be 

analysed. But as birdwatchers, I think we all like to record as many birds as possible, particularly when we know 

they are regularly in the square. Luckily, the kite stayed around and, by the time I reached the start, it had been 

joined by a pair of Buzzards. 

 

I can and do record all the birds we see, whether eligible for the survey or not, and I add in any useful 

information, including ‘breeding evidence’ such as feeding young or carrying food. BBS only includes adult 

birds, which potentially could breed, and it doesn’t capture breeding evidence, so this must be entered into 

BirdTrack separately.  Two more Tree Pipits were the most notable birds for the rest of the survey. The 15 

minute steep climb between two parts of the second transect brought us once more onto the wind-swept hill 

tops. 62 birds of 24 species recorded was pretty average overall.  This was a tough morning, but we had the 

satisfaction of knowing that the job was done (except for the data entry) and we were contributing to the data 

from which species population estimates and trends are calculated. 

 

It’s interesting to look at the online data for your BBS square(s) yourself and to see what’s changed over the 

years. You can also see the summary of your data: since I started, I’ve recorded 64 species for BBS on the first 

of the two squares I’ve described, and 54 on the second.  Of course, it isn’t always a fight against the elements. 

Sometimes we get glorious weather, and we can enjoy the fine views, the singing larks and a picnic lunch at the 

end of the surveys.  And there’s always the chance of a surprise. In 2013, I looked through my binoculars at two 

“Blackbirds” in a field in the first square, and realised that they were Ring Ouzels! We recorded three more for 

BBS in the second square, but saw about 13 in all. What birder wouldn’t enjoy that? 

 

If you think you might like to take part in BBS, go to https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp to see 

what squares are available near you and to contact your local BBS organiser.  Other BTO surveys are available 

and not all require early starts! If birds are not your thing, there may well be structured surveys in your field of 

interest. SEWBReC can help put you in touch with local scheme organisers.  It really is most enjoyable and 

rewarding to take part in regular surveys of the same location, despite the occasional difficulty! 

https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
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A spot of botanising around Llantrisant (V.C. 41) 

David Barden 

I thought I’d share with you a few botanical highlights from my home ground of Llantrisant (ST0484, v.c. 41). 

First up is the flat, thinly-vegetated expanse of ‘Parc Coedely’ (a former industrial site just up the road from Llantrisant), 

where a five-minute wander in April 2017 led to the discovery of a small colony of Moenchia erecta (Upright Chick-

weed). Later in the year I found Galium parisiense (Wall Bedstraw) nearby, both of which have just a handful of records 

in v.c. 41. Further east, the massive spoil heap at the former Cwm Colliery also proved productive, on a visit with Lyn 

Evans.  This site has already been shown to be rich in wildlife, and we added to this interest by turning up not only 

Dactylorhiza incarnata (Early Marsh Orchid), which is uncommon enough in these parts, but also its hybrid with D. 

fuchsii (Common Spotted Orchid), which was apparently last seen in v.c. 41 in 1990 at Kenfig (see photo below, left). 

Every year I try and tackle a ‘critical group’ that I ought to know better, and in 2017 I took on Epilobium (Willowherbs). 

A way of learning that works for me is to use the field guides to draw up my own little ‘pocket-key’, which I then carry 

around with me as a ready-reference (see photo below, right). Somehow, doing the work of putting the key together 

helps the features to stick in my mind, and also means I can combine the most useful floral/seed characteristics from 

The New Flora of the British Isles (Stace) with useful tips from The Vegetative Key (Poland & Clement). The good thing 

about willowherbs is there’s always plenty of them about to practice on, and a particularly productive spot was one 

weedy flower-bed in the grounds of the Royal Glamorgan Hospital, where I found five species within a few yards of 

each other, as well as one tantalisingly rare hybrid that’s awaiting confirmation. 

It can be really quite rewarding to get stuck into some detailed recording of a local patch, and over the last seven 

years since I moved to Llantrisant I’ve been doing that for Llantrisant Common. This SSSI has an amazing diversity of 

habitats from short grazed turf to streamside woodland, Sphagnum bog and base-enriched flushes, and my current 

count of vascular plant species stands at over 350. The most surprising addition in 2017 was Spirodela polyrhiza 
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A custom-made ready-reference for those Epilobium emergencies!  © David Barden 

Llantrisant Common (looking north) where Spirodela polyrhiza (Greater duckweed) & Lemna 

minor (Lesser Duckweed) were found © David Barden 

Spirodela polyrhiza (Greater duckweed) & Lemna minor 

(Lesser Duckweed) © David Barden 
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(Greater Duckweed) in a pond that I must have walked past literally a hundred times... and it’s probably been 

there the whole time. In Glamorgan, this species has otherwise only been recently recorded from Margam Moors 

and four sites in the Vale (see photos on top of previous page. 

Also on the Common, this coming year I’m doing my best to fill in the gaps in my knowledge of critical taxa (for 

example, what subspecies of Pedicularis sylvatica (Lousewort) am I finding?) and surveying a load of generally 

unremarkable species that are nevertheless rather scarce there, such as Silene dioica (Red Campion) and Arum 

maculatum (Lords and Ladies). I even got my 5-year-old son to help out – he particularly enjoyed measuring out 

a quadrat! 

My aim by gathering all this detail for the Common is to put together a mini-Flora of the site over the next cou-

ple of years, and although that timing might be optimistic, I’ve already made a start with a bit of background 

research. If anyone has any memories, photos or records from Llantrisant Common (especially prior to the CCW 

Phase 1 surveys done in 1994), I’d be delighted to hear from you – please email dbarden77@yahoo.co.uk. 

Bertha’s Dandelion  
Liam Olds & Dr Tim Rich 
With their bright yellow blooms and fluffy seed heads, dandelions are among our most familiar plants. By 

blowing their spherical seedheads, generations of children have helped make dandelions one of Britain’s most 

common plants. Often viewed as troublesome weeds, dandelions have many herbal uses and are an important 

early source of nectar and pollen for insects such as butterflies and bees. Perhaps surprisingly, the humble 

dandelion is not a single species, but hundreds of very similar micro-species. Incredibly, there are estimated 250 

different species of dandelion in Britain! 

During a recent guided walk led by Liam Olds (Colliery Spoil 

Biodiversity Initiative) at Cwm Coal Tips, near Beddau, 

Rhondda Cynon Taf, the botanist Dr Tim Rich noticed a 

lightly-spotted dandelion. A picture of this dandelion was 

sent to Prof. John Richards, who identified it as Bertha’s 

dandelion (Taraxacum berthae). Bertha’s dandelion is a rare 

British endemic and this discovery at Cwm Coal Tips is the 

first time it has been recorded in the vice-county of 

Glamorgan (VC41). Key identification features are the pale 

spots on the leaves, the long terminal lobes, the dark reddish 

purple ligule stripes and the glaucous, appressed bracts. 

During a second follow-up visit, Dr Tim Rich found Bertha’s dandelion quite widely around the site, especially on 

the slightly disturbed, damp muddy sides of tracks where the soil was grey clay, and occasionally on dryer 

ground. A total of 32 plants were recorded widely around the site, though Tim notes that it is certainly more 

frequent than that. It therefore appears that Cwm Coal Tips are an important site for this rare dandelion that was 

only found in one out of six sites surveyed in Northern England and Southern Scotland in 2017. 

Discoveries such as this show just how special coal tips are. On a daily basis, we continue to learn more about 

the unique flora and fauna that these sites support. I urge anyone with an interest in natural history to visit your 

local coal tip or colliery site – you will not be disappointed. My thanks and congratulations are sent to Dr Tim 

Rich for this amazing discovery. 

Article was first published on Liam Old’s ‘Colliery Spoil Biodiversity Initiative’ blog https://

collieryspoilbiodiversity.wordpress.com/ 
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Notes on Ivy Broomrape in Gwent 

Colin Titcombe 

For some time now Chepstow has been the main centre of Ivy Broomrape 

(Orobranche hederae) distribution in Gwent.  A. E. Wade provides records 

(The Flora of Monmouthshire, 1970) which suggest that, in the days before 

Ivy was removed from our ancient monuments, the species was to be 

found at Monmouth Castle, Llanthony Priory, Raglan Castle and Chepstow 

Castle.  In fact, the species still occurs at the latter site, the relatively small 

amounts of Ivy being sufficient to maintain a population here.   

The general distribution of Ivy Broomrape tends to be coastal, and 

interestingly, according to RG Ellis, so too is that of Common Broomrape, 

at least in Wales (see maps 667 and 668 on page 250 of ‘Flowering Plants 

of Wales’ 1983).  In the latest Flora of Monmouthshire (T.G. Evans, 2007) all 

of the historic sites for Ivy Broomrape are mentioned and to these are 

added the more recent records, all of them from the general area of 

Chepstow.   

In July 1983, whilst visiting friends at Elmdale, Chepstow (Noel and Linda Bellamy) I took a photograph showing Ivy 

Broomrape parasitizing Fatsia (Fatsia japonica) which, like Ivy, is a member of the family Araliaceae.  This sparked my 

interest since I have, so far, found no reference to this particular parasitic association.  Most books quote the host of 

Ivy Broomrape as being Common Ivy (Hedera helix), or simply Hedera (as in Stace, 3
rd

 edition, 2010).  Further 

searches, via C. A. J. Kreutz, revealed that the species has also been known to parasitize Pelargonium as well as some 

other plants in a garden situation. 

A few years ago Chris Hatch and I walked along the River Usk from Abergavenny to Llanivenarth and, at a point close 

to SO284143, we found a number of broomrapes growing 

in quite a restricted area (14 flowering spikes in 2016, 12 

flowering spikes in 2017 following some footpath 

clearance).  These plants were identified as being Ivy 

Broomrape because of their yellow stigma-lobes, corollas 

up to 22mm in length, and the presence of Ivy, although 

quite sparse. 

In the last two years I have concentrated my searches for 

this plant around Chepstow and found it flourishing in the 

sites marked in red on the map on right.  Ivy Broomrape 

also occurs on the Gloucestershire side of the River Wye 

from Elmdale down to Beachley Point.   

Sources used: 

New Flora of the British Isles, 3rd Edition, Clive Stace, Cam-

bridge University Press, 2010.  

The Flora of Monmouthshire, A. E. Wade, National Museum 

of Wales, Cardiff, 1970. 

Flowering Plants of Wales, R. G. Ellis, National Museum of 

Wales, Cardiff, 1983. 

Orobranche: The European Broomrape Species, C. A. J. Kreutz, 

Natuur Historisch, 1995. 

Flora of Monmouthshire, Watsonian Vice-County 35, Trevor 

G. Evans, Chepstow Society, 2007.   

Iv
y
 B

ro
o

m
ra

p
e
 (O

ro
b
ra

n
ch

e
 h

e
d
e
ra

e
) ©

 C
o

lin
 T

itco
m

b
e
 



 

 31 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Ivy Broomrape in Gwent 

Colin Titcombe 

For some time now Chepstow has been the main centre of Ivy Broomrape 

(Orobranche hederae) distribution in Gwent.  A. E. Wade provides records 

(The Flora of Monmouthshire, 1970) which suggest that, in the days before 

Ivy was removed from our ancient monuments, the species was to be 

found at Monmouth Castle, Llanthony Priory, Raglan Castle and Chepstow 

Castle.  In fact, the species still occurs at the latter site, the relatively small 

amounts of Ivy being sufficient to maintain a population here.   

The general distribution of Ivy Broomrape tends to be coastal, and 

interestingly, according to RG Ellis, so too is that of Common Broomrape, 

at least in Wales (see maps 667 and 668 on page 250 of ‘Flowering Plants 

of Wales’ 1983).  In the latest Flora of Monmouthshire (T.G. Evans, 2007) all 

of the historic sites for Ivy Broomrape are mentioned and to these are 

added the more recent records, all of them from the general area of 

Chepstow.   

In July 1983, whilst visiting friends at Elmdale, Chepstow (Noel and Linda Bellamy) I took a photograph showing Ivy 

Broomrape parasitizing Fatsia (Fatsia japonica) which, like Ivy, is a member of the family Araliaceae.  This sparked my 

interest since I have, so far, found no reference to this particular parasitic association.  Most books quote the host of 

Ivy Broomrape as being Common Ivy (Hedera helix), or simply Hedera (as in Stace, 3
rd

 edition, 2010).  Further 

searches, via C. A. J. Kreutz, revealed that the species has also been known to parasitize Pelargonium as well as some 

other plants in a garden situation. 

A few years ago Chris Hatch and I walked along the River Usk from Abergavenny to Llanivenarth and, at a point close 

to SO284143, we found a number of broomrapes growing 

in quite a restricted area (14 flowering spikes in 2016, 12 

flowering spikes in 2017 following some footpath 

clearance).  These plants were identified as being Ivy 

Broomrape because of their yellow stigma-lobes, corollas 

up to 22mm in length, and the presence of Ivy, although 

quite sparse. 

In the last two years I have concentrated my searches for 

this plant around Chepstow and found it flourishing in the 

sites marked in red on the map on right.  Ivy Broomrape 

also occurs on the Gloucestershire side of the River Wye 

from Elmdale down to Beachley Point.   

 

Summer 2018 Events 

Recorders’ Field Day at Slade Farm, Southerndown 

Saturday 23rd June 10am - 4pm 

10 years after the first ever SEWBReC field event was held at Slade Farm, we are 

returning to the privately owned site to discover how the biodiversity and habitats 

of this organic farm have improved.  

For further details, please contact Elaine at SEWBReC on 

elaine,wright@sewbrec.org.uk / 01443 808896. 

Recorders’ Field Day at Llanvetherine Court 

Saturday 14th July 10am - 4pm 

An exciting opportunity to visit a private farm which is in the process of 

becoming the UK’s largest permaculture site. There are only 10 species 

in the SEWBReC database for the farm, so please join us to help build a 

better picture of the biodiversity to be found on site. 

For further details, please contact Elaine at SEWBReC on 

elaine,wright@sewbrec.org.uk / 01443 808896. 

Recorders’ Field Day at Oxwich, Gower 

Saturday 30th June 10am - 4pm 

Part of the Gower Landscape Project, this event is open to all and will build on 

the series of species identification courses run by the project during 2017. A 

great opportunity for newcomers to experience wildlife recording in the field, 

and for the more experienced to share their knowledge and spend time record-

ing in a nationally important site. 

For further details, please contact Elaine at SEWBReC on 

elaine,wright@sewbrec.org.uk / 01443 808896. 

Chris Packham’s UK BioBlitz: Newport Wetlands and St Woolos Cemetery 

Saturday 21st July  

During July 2018 Chris Packham will be travelling the country visiting a multitude of sites as 

part of  “UK BioBlitz: Nature reserves are not enough” campaign. He will be visiting two sites in 

Newport on Sat 21st July, and SEWBReC will be supporting both of them. Come along for a 

chance to see Chris Packham in action and help to record the nature in these two interesting 

and diverse sites. You can find further details about the campaign on page 17. 

Newport Wetlands Reserve 10am - 5pm; for further details please contact the RSPB on 

newport-wetlands@rspb.org.uk / 01633 636363. 

St Woolos Cemetery 3pm - 7pm; for further details please contact Natalie Waller at 

Newport City Council on Natalie.Waller@newport.gov.uk / 01633 210561 

Go Wild! at Parc Bryn Bach, Blaenau-Gwent 

Saturday 9th June 10am - 3pm 

Come and visit the SEWBReC stall at Go Wild!, south Wales’ biggest nature event. A 

major component of Wales Nature Week, this year the event will be at Parc Bryn Bach, 

courtesy of Blaenau-Gwent Council. Go Wild! will include lots of stalls and activities 

including crafts, seed bombing, meet the owls and guided walks.  For further details, 

please contact Blaenau-Gwent County Borough Council on 01495 356070. 
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Greater Gwent Biodiversity Action Group 

Glamorgan Biodiversity Advisory Group 

Telephone: 01443 808896 

Fax: 0843 265 2714 

E-mail: info@sewbrec.org.uk 

Web: www.sewbrec.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter: 
 

 www.facebook.com/sewbrec 

  

 www.twitter.com/sewbrec 

South East Wales Biodiversity 

Records Centre (SEWBReC) 

15 Talbot Road, Talbot Green,  

Pontyclun, CF72 8AD. 
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