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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 20 – October 2015 

 

 
 

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders’ Newsletter. 

Thanks again to all the contributors of articles and lovely photos on a wide range of subjects. I am amazed 
to see this is the 20th edition of the newsletter so it has been running for 10 years. Time flies and next year 
we can celebrate 15 years of BIS!! 

  Janet Imlach – Editor 
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IT AND WEBSITE 

We are always looking to improve our services at BIS, so in the 
summer the website had a slight revamp of the front page (see left) 
to decrease the amount of text and make navigation to the main 
features clearer. The gallery photos also change every few seconds 
to add a bit of interest. Please send any snippets of news, events or 
photos to steve@bis.org.uk so we can regularly update the website 
and keep you all informed. You may also notice that we have 
changed the domain name for emails as above and the website to 
www.bis.org.uk. This replaces b-i-s.org which is such a mouthful to 
say. Both addresses will be available for about another nine months 
so people have time to adjust. 
 
The main project Steve has been working on is the Biodiversity 
Information Reporting Database (Aderyn) which is also being 
financially supported by WWBIC and SEWBReC. This will replace the 
Data Access Tool (DAT) for public and partner access, as well as 
being an on-line planning and commercial reporting system. This 
automation will speed up reporting and allow all members of staff to 
run these reports in the three record centres. It will also be linked to 
eMapper which is an excellent product developed by Cofnod for 
their new on-line services. (see picture below) When people run an 

Aderyn query the results can then be opened in eMapper which is in an on-line GIS format. Layers for sites and 
species can be switched on and off and viewed over OS mapping.  
All this work is a huge development task for Steve and it is estimated at least another six months before going live.  
 

 

BIS Catch Up 

mailto:steve@bis.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk/
http://emapper.cofnod.org.uk/?id=1827&key=7b98f06d9d3b4f84
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RECORDER ACCESS THROUGH THE BIS DAT 

At the beginning of the year I exported records held by 
BIS to many of the County Recorders for verification. 
However, this has proved very time consuming and I 
would encourage all county recorders to keep up with 
new records at BIS through the DAT. Steve has 
updated it so you are able to search for records that 
have been entered within a certain date time i.e. 2015. 
(This ensures you pick up historical records entered in 
the last year. See right.) These can be exported to a 
spreadsheet and any incorrect records flagged up and 
sent to BIS. We can then easily update the BIS 
database to mark incorrect and verified records, which 
is an important part of quality control. Please let us 
know if you wish to be registered on DAT or if you 
would like some more training. 
 

BIS DATA ONTO NBN GATEWAY 

This year the four welsh record centres have signed a 
new funding partnership agreement with NRW. This 
includes the Key Performance Indicator that all LERC 
data should be loaded onto NBN Gateway at 10km 
square public view resolution by March 2016.  NRW 
will get full resolution access and it allows them to 
view this data with other Gateway datasets, although 
they will also have direct access to LERC data into 
their own systems. It has been agreed that records 
will not be uploaded to Gateway if the recorder 
refuses permission or they are known duplicates with 
county datasets already uploaded. BIS will not allow 
full resolution public download via NBN Gateway but 
may set up data licences with nature conservation 
organisations that need full access for analysis via the 
Gateway (eg JNCC). 
Please let BIS know if you do not wish your records to 
be used in this way. 
 

LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD CENTRES WALES 

LTD 

After consultation and advice from Paul Cantrill, 
Business Development, Wales Co-operative Centre, 
the LERC Wales Directors finally agreed in July to form 
a Consortium company known as Local Environmental 
Records Centre Wales Ltd. This was registered at 
Companies House in early October. JI is company 
secretary and BIS is the office address. This company 
is formed only for financial purposes when the 
partner such as the Trunk Road Agency, prefers that 
there is one national financial agreement, or there is a 
need to bid jointly for national contracts. The four 

record centres are still independent companies and 
have worked closely as a network (Local Record 
Centres Wales) since 2007. We are also members of 
the Association of Local Environmental Record 
Centres (ALERC). ALERC now recommend that record 
centres should be referred to as Local Environmental 
Record Centres (See article in NFBR newsletter) i.e. 
LERCs instead of LRCs. Therefore the Wales network 
should be referred to as LERC Wales and hopefully we 
can change the logo soon. To differentiate, the 
Consortium company will be referred to as LERC 
Wales Ltd. 
 

POWYS LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 

PARTNERSHIP 

The SG and other interested parties are due to meet 
on 27th October at BIS to discuss the best way forward 
in the light of Welsh Government policies and lack of 
co-ordinator. I have circulated a list of Section 42 spp 
associated with proposed Habitat Action Plans to 
County recorders, and asked if they could add 
appropriate Locally Important species to the HAPs. It 
is a lot of work for them and thanks to those that have 
sent in lists already. It is very important for BIS to be 
able to flag up species in reports that are considered 
Locally Important or LBAP as this raises their profile to 
any developers. The original Powys LBAP is an 
important reference for ecologists, consultants and 
nature conservation organisations that are doing work 
in this area but after 15 years it does need updating, 
so hopefully we can progress over the winter.  
 

Janet Imlach (BIS, Powys LBAP Secretariat) 

http://www.b-i-s.org/upload/library/NFBR_newsletter_50_September_2015.pdf
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Brecon Beacons plays host to National Plant 
Monitoring Scheme Training Day 

In early June I had the pleasure of joining in with a 
National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) training 
course, at Craig y Nos Country Park – a brilliant place 
to enjoy a day looking at wild plants and learn about 
this new, volunteer led plant monitoring scheme! 

Photo: National Plant Scheme Monitoring volunteers  

The NPMS is a newly developed habitat-based, plant 
monitoring scheme. The scheme was launched back in 
March by a partnership comprised of some of big 
players in the world of ecology and botany - Plantlife, 
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH), the Joint 
Nature Conservancy Committee (JNCC) and the 
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI).  

The aim is to collect annual data, to provide an 
ongoing indication of changes in plant abundance and 
diversity driven by things such as climate change, 
habitat loss or invasive species. Plants are the 
foundation of habitats and ecosystems, but currently 
we do not have a good measure of changes in plant 
populations across the country. The NPMS hopes to 
change this! 

Volunteers are randomly allocated a 1km square to 
visit. Within this 1km square they are asked to select 

five plots in various habitats. Certain plant species 
indicative of certain habitats have been selected; 
volunteers look for and record these indicator species 
within the plots. 

One of the features of the scheme is that different 
levels of involvement are possible, depending on the 
confidence and experience of the volunteer. At one 
level, beginners can look for a smaller list of indicator 
plant species, whilst experienced botanists can record 
every single plant species within the plots, regardless 
of whether they are on the indicator list. 

To help volunteers get up to speed with the new 
methodology Plantlife have been running a series of 
training days. This allows recruits to resolve any 
problems they’re having and have a go at setting up 
and carrying out example survey plots.  

The meadows of Craig y Nos were in full flower and 
enabled allowed Plantlife’s Hayley New to run 
through the methodology, and point out some of the 
scheme’s key indicator plants. It was great to meet 
the other volunteers; from seasoned wildflower 
surveyors to complete beginners, who had travelled 
from within the National Park and beyond to be a part 
of the day. 

Rebecca Price (Brecon Beacons National Park)  

 

Recent botanical discoveries in 
Brecknock 

The Brecknock Botany 
Group has made some 
notable finds recently. In 
July we visited Carn Gafallt 
reserve, specifically Craig 
Allt y Bont north of 

Llanwrthwl. The Bracken made the hillside a struggle 
at this time of year but we made good finds 
nonetheless including Beech Fern in several sites and 
Bird’s-Foot which is probably often overlooked. It was 
one of my eagle-eyed companions, Joan, who spotted 
this.  

Figure 1Birds-foot 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/
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We also got permission to explore parts of the Epynt as some of my botany group members were allocated squares 
up there to record for the Plantlife / BSBI National Plant Monitoring Scheme. Once the need for access is explained 

and the protocols for access understood the army are very accommodating to 
genuine cases. 

Here we found several Mountain Pansy populations (left), Stag's-horn Clubmoss and 
Buck's-horn Plantain (right) which is a new record for the vice-county. (It is normally 
a coastal plant.)  

Near Cilmery I recently found 
possible Carex x sooi (C. acutiformis 
x riparia) which the Referee says is 
possibly the hardest Sedge hybrid to 
identify so I will have to go back for 
more material at a better time of 
year in 2016.  

 

 

 

Daboecia cantabrica, St Dabeoc’s Heath (below left) 

It was the County Recorder responsible for West Glamorgan (VC41), Barry Stewart 
who first spotted this on 1st February 2015. The site is next to a 
busy road in Brynmawr and the ground at the edge of the road 
in question could be described as man-made shale scree. The 
species is native in Connemara in Western Ireland but is grown 
in gardens in the UK. 

After a brief discussion between three vice counties, we realised 
this was actually in the historic VC of Brecknock (VC42), so I went 
to visit the plants in October. 

We have no way of knowing how they got there – no gardens 
are particularly 
near and 

deliberate 
planting seems 

unlikely. The site (see right) is just off a roundabout that is on the 
main “Heads of the Valley” road along the southern edge of the 
Brecon Beacons and is now protected by a fence erected by 
contractors upgrading the road. Hopefully the area these plants 
grow will not be directly affected by this work. 

 

John Crellin (Brecknock BSBI Assistant County Recorder)
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Recording Hoverflies in Brecknock 
 
Two years ago I bought the field guide 'Britain's Hoverflies' by Stuart Ball and 
Roger Morris in the excellent WILDGuides series. There is now a fully 
updated and revised second edition. It is a fine book with clear descriptions 
and lovely photographs of these attractive insects.  

I have started to record the larger and easier species, and the book helps by 
using symbols - an eye, a magnifying glass and a microscope - to show the 
level of difficulty. I use my camera with a zoom or macro lens to check 
details, and because the colourful markings of many hoverflies make them 
really photogenic. 

As I am also well into birds, butterflies, dragonflies and moths etc., this new 
group has competition for my attention, but my local list now contains 36 
species, of which 26 have visited our garden in Brecon.  Comparing what I 
have seen with the distribution maps at the Hoverfly Recording Scheme and 
NBN Gateway suggests that hoverflies are under-recorded in mid-Wales. 

For example, Volucella zonaria  (insert above) is our largest hoverfly and 
boldly marked. It looks quite like a Hornet and its larvae live as scavengers in 

the nests of social wasps. When we lived in Sussex it came to Buddleia and Hebe in our garden every summer, so I 
recognised it immediately in Brecon, first on bramble flowers at Penlan in July 2012. In July and August 2014 it 
nectared on Buddleia and Escallonia in our garden, and Water Mint at Llangorse, and this year I saw one in a garden 
above the Cathedral. This is a striking insect of Conservation Concern 
which is spreading north and west. Many naturalists should notice it, 
but BIS has just two other records. 

Scaeva pyrastri (right) is quite big and handsome, black with white 
hook-shaped bars. It is a widespread migrant but numbers vary from 
year. Scaeva selenitica is similar but barred pale yellow. Both were 
present in our garden for several weeks this summer, but BIS has only 

two previous records of selenitica. 

Arctophila superbiens (Left) is furry 
ginger and buff, and mimics carder 
bees. Its larvae are thought to be 
aquatic and I first noticed it on 
knapweed and scabious in the 
meadows at Llangorse Lake in 
October 2012. In autumns since then I have seen it again there, in Island Field 
Brecon and in our garden. 

For Breconshire VC42, BIS holds 2,163 records of hoverflies, compared with 11,445 
of butterflies. I think hoverflies insects merit more attention. Many of them look 
good, they can be found almost anywhere on sunny summer days, they lead 

interesting lives and are important pollinators. There is great scope for increasing our knowledge of their presence in 
the BIS area, with a fine book to guide us. So, more hoverfly records next year? 

Keith Noble  

Editor’s note: BIS is organising a Hoverfly workshop with Roger Morris and Stuart Ball from Hoverfly Recording Scheme on 
30/31

st
 January 2016 
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Pond Mud Snail in Powys 

A new site for the pond mud snail Omphiscola glabra (below)has been found near Welshpool by the Freshwater 
Habitats Trust in one of the 58 random ‘pond quality’ monitoring ponds being monitored across Wales for PondNet, 
a volunteer monitoring network that is being set up in England and Wales over the next 3 years. 

 
The pond was dry when Hannah Shaw (PondNet Project Officer for 
Wales) and Dr Naomi Ewald (PondNet National Co-ordinator) visited 
the pond to survey the freshwater invertebrates, however, the 
presence of dried out moss bladder snail Aplexa hypnorum on the 
surface of the mud, a known associate of the pond mud snail, 
prompted a search underneath stones and logs. Amazingly, an adult 
mud snail and three juveniles were found underneath the first stone 
that was turned over!  
 
The pond mud snail lives in clean, nutrient-poor, and usually 
temporary ponds and ditches, and buries into the mud during 
droughts. It used to be widespread throughout lowland England and 
Wales but is now classified as nationally scarce, i.e. it occurs in 
between 16 and 100 hectads, and is declining. So the new find in 
Powys is an exciting one. If you would like to know how to identify 
the pond mud snail and learn more about this fascinating little snail 
please see the Pond Mud Snail Information Sheet at 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MUD-SNAILS-Dossier.pdf and if you would like find 
out more about PondNet or volunteer please see our website to choose a survey near you 
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/. 

 

 
 

Hannah Shaw (People, Ponds and Water, Welsh Project Officer) 

  

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MUD-SNAILS-Dossier.pdf
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/
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Lesser Stag Beetle Dorcus parallelipipedus  
I found this lesser stag beetle (left) outside the back 

door in July. 

According to the Wildlife Trust website the Lesser Stag 

Beetle may be smaller than its famous cousin, but it is 

still a relatively large beetle with large jaws.  Yes it is, 

but my chicken in the background was ready to take it 

on! 

The Lesser Stag Beetle is a large beetle with a broad 

head and large jaws. It can be distinguished from the 

male Stag Beetle by its smaller mandibles and 

distinctively knobbed antennae and from the small-

jawed female Stag Beetle by its all-black wing cases. 

 

Adults can be found in woodland, parks and along hedgerows during the summer, often resting in the sun on tree 

trunks.  The larvae depend on old trees and rotting wood to live in and feed on, and both adults and larvae can be 

found in the decaying wood of Ash, Beech and apple.  Was it feasting on our rotten window frames I wondered… .? 

 

The adults can be seen flying 

about at night, sometimes 

coming to outside lights. They 

mate and lay their eggs in a 

suitable piece of decaying 

wood. 

 

A map from the Wales LERC 

Data Access Tool (right) shows 

that there are actually records 

for lesser stag beetle over 

most of lowland wales.  From 

the public access search it is 

not possible to see how old 

these records are but you can 

request that from BIS.  There 

are a couple of records near 

mine in Talybont-on Usk.  Look 

out for them next year! 

Steph Coates 

 

 

  

http://www.lrcwalesdat.org/eng/index.php
http://www.lrcwalesdat.org/eng/index.php
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Some interesting 
insect records for 

Radnorshire 
Llandrindod has recently produced the first Welsh 
record of Neottiglossa pusilla – the Small Grass 
Shieldbug, which is restricted mainly to southern and 
eastern England, as far north as Humberside. There is 
a population in Shropshire as well, and it's likely that 
this has come down the railway, since the site on 
Alexandra Playing Fields is adjacent to the railway 
line, and has the well-drained sandy soil that the 
species seems to prefer.  
 
At the same site was a much more peculiar record: 
the RDBK planthopper (Hemiptera: Delphacidae) 
Paraliburnia clypealis, a specialist of ancient wetlands. 
This was found new to Wales a couple of years ago at 
Abercamlo Bog (RWT reserve), and has since 
appeared in a few other Radnorshire sites as well. This 
recent, record, though, is not in a wetland, and its 
host plant (Purple Small-Reed) is not there. This might 
suggest that the species is switching host-plants, and 
is now able to inhabit drier habitats. Definitely one to 
watch! 

Another planthopper of major Llandrindod interest is 
Trigonocranus emmeae. This enigmatic species has 
been found widely across England and Wales, but its 
ecology remains almost entirely unknown. A breeding 
population has now been found at County Hall, and is 
still there a year later – the first such site ever found 
for this species. It lives in small colonies that feed on 
the roots of Creeping Buttercup amongst warm gravel 
in direct sunlight – quite a specialist habitat, but now 
we know where to look it may prove to be more 
common than thought.  
 
Finally, a note on one more delphacid planthopper: 
the bright yellow Xanthodelphax flaveola. This had 
not been recorded in the UK for over two decades, 
and previous sites were all in the extreme south and 
southeast of England, from which it seems to have 
practically vanished. The species is thriving in 
Radnorshire, though, and has appeared at quite a few 
sites with the right habitat in the immediate 
surroundings of Llandrindod. The habitat seems to be 
tussocky, ungrazed and unmown grassland with Poa 
pratensis (Common Meadow Grass), mainly in warm 
sheltered spots but also on exposed hilltops. It's still 
yet to reported outside Radnorshire in recent years, 
so may be an important local speciality.  

Joe Botting 

 

Radnorshire Dragonflies 
Up to 2014, Dick Eastwood had regularly recorded adult Migrant hawkers on 
the wing and ovipositing at two Radnorshire sites - namely Monk's Pool on the 
Begwns and Llanbwchllyn. In my end of season report, however, I noted that 
we still needed proof of breeding for the species in Radnorshire. I'm delighted 
to report that Dick took up this challenge and went in search of exuviae which 
would prove successful completion of the breeding cycle. Following a mid-
August foray to Llanbwchllyn, he sent me two photographs. He had 'chanced 

upon' this single exuvia on a bog 
bean stem. (right) The 38 mm length 
and the configuration of the lateral 
spines toward the tail-end give me 
the confidence that Dick has now proved breeding of Migrant hawker, 
Aeshna mixta for the first time in Radnorshire. 
 

For comparison, Dick kindly included an 'identity-parade' photograph of 
several exuviae. (left) 
From left to right they are: Emperor, Golden Ringed, Southern Hawker & 
Migrant Hawker 

Bob Dennison (Radnorshire Dragonfly County Recorder) 
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A survey a day keeps the doctor 
away! 

Exciting, New volunteer programmes with Brecon and District MIND 
 
Brecon and District Mind was established in 2013. It 
was formerly  Brecon and District Contact Association 
until the decision to affiliate to MIND, a mental health 
charity with 146 Local Mind Organisations across 
England and Wales. 
 
 Brecon and District MIND runs an Open Access, 
Wellness, Recovery and Learning centre based in the 
middle of Brecon. It organises a number of outreach 
services designed to promote mental health 
awareness and offer support to people struggling with 
many different problems, from long term mental 
health issues such as depression and anxiety, to 
people struggling with unemployment and 
experiencing social isolation and a lack of 
opportunities. Our main aim is to promote mental 
health awareness and offer a place where anyone can 
come to get help and support from both peers and 
professional support staff. Our centre is open Tuesday 
to Sunday from 12.30 to 4.30p.m and a range of 
activities are available from cooking classes and 
acupressure and other complementary therapy to 
community groups and craft groups. Everyone is 
welcome to take part.  
 
 Brecon and District MIND has now launched a new 
volunteer programme to offer opportunities in Eco 
Volunteering and environmental education and 
conservation. The new projects will run weekly and 
take part in activities such as wildlife talks, courses 
and surveys. You could also be working with the 
Brecon Beacons National Park team doing 
conservation work in and around the Mountain Visitor 
Centre near Libanus.  
 
Eco volunteering 
Eco volunteering is designed to encourage work on 
conservation and ecological projects outside to help 
with health and wellbeing. By working actively outside 
and taking part in group activities, people can learn 
about the local area and its ecology and take part in 
the conservation of the natural heritage around them. 
Wildlife surveys are a perfect way to take part in this 
and BIS have kindly offered to help Brecon MIND get 
people involved. 

With the help of the National Park, identification of 
flora and fauna courses and wildlife talks will be 
weekly events. Surveys will be undertaken by the 
groups’ volunteers which will be passed on to BIS to 
be added to a database of information that can then 
be accessed by professional bodies from all around 
the area. 
 
 This is a good place to learn about carrying out a 
survey and how to go about it, whether you are 
completely new to it or just want to learn. No 
experience is necessary, just an eager and enthusiastic 
attitude. We will start with the basics from 
identification to how to fill out a survey form and how 
to use the data you collect.  
Volunteering for MIND will allow people to help each 
other in their recovery whether you have experienced 
mental health in your own life, have helped someone 
else in the past or simply want to learn more about 
what other people go through. Our staff will work to 
make everything interesting and help everyone learn 
at their own pace but also to take on projects of their 
own to help us make the project as interesting as 
possible. 
 
This is a brand new scheme and is just starting but is 
very exciting as we plan to work with BIS and the 
National Parks to organise survey projects all around 
the area and help to promote the work done by these 
organisations in conservation and environmental care. 
This will also  offer people the chance to benefit from 
the National Park in an active way  
 
Working outdoors helps with fitness and wellbeing 
and also promotes a healthy lifestyle. The benefits  of 
fresh air and interesting activities can help with stress, 
anxiety and depression, as well as many other 
struggles we all go through. Also the chance to take 
part in conservation work in a team can help with 
confidence and social skills. As well as helping with 
work that is vital to the conservation done by bodies 
such as the Wildlife Trust and RSBP. 

If you are interested in joining a course as a 

volunteer please contact Matthew at Brecon 

Mind. Tel: 01874 611529  

email: mailto:matthewsowerby@icloud.com 

mailto:matthewsowerby@icloud.com
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BIS Training Days Summer 
2015  

After the successful Hedgerow Recording Days run by the Long Forest 
project in Spring, BIS was asked to host and contribute to a repeat course in May. We also ran 4 BIS training days 
over the summer funded again this year by the Wales Biodiversity Partnership. In. May Kate Thorne (BSBI 
Montgomeryshire County Recorder) led a successful Introduction to Sedges day at Gilfach RWT Reserve. This 
resulted in updating 11 sedge records for the site 
 

INTRODUCTION TO BRECONSHIRE 

DRAGONFLIES 
 
The Introduction to Breconshire 
Dragonflies course on 6 August started in 
the BIS (Biodiversity Information Service 
for Powys and Brecon Beacons National 
Park) office with my pictures and 
commentary about the lives and 
identification of local species. We then 
looked through microscopes at exuviae, 
and Janet Imlach explained the work of 
BIS and the methods and importance of 
submitting records. 
 
After lunch we visited the Camlais stream 
and Traeth Bach pool (left) on Mynydd 
Illtud. The sun came and went, we saw no 

more than about 50 individual dragonflies but they were of no less than 11 species - Scarce Blue-tailed, Azure, Large 
Red and Emerald Damselflies, Emperor, Common Hawker, Golden-ringed, Four-spotted Chaser, Keeled Skimmer, 
Common and Black Darters. We found exuviae - 9 Common Hawkers, 3 Four-spotted Chasers, a Golden-ringed and a 
Black Darter. I'd like to thank everybody for your keen and pleasant participation.  
 
The photo on the right shows some of the exuviae - long big-eyed 
Common Hawker, dark blunt-headed Golden-ringed, squat Four-
spotted Chaser and tiny long-legged Black Darter. 
Common Hawker, Black Darter (below) and Scarce Blue-tailed 

Damselfly were 
also recorded  
in the same 
area on 
Saturday  8th. 
 
 
 
 
Keith Noble (Brecknock Dragonfly County recorder) 
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BIS INTRODUCTION TO INVERTEBRATE RECORDING DAY AT YSTRAD FAWR, 17TH SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Although late in the year, a visit to the Brecknock 
Wildlife Trust’s reserve at Ystrad Fawr was a 
successful and worthwhile day in this invertebrate 
backwater part of Powys!  

The visit started with the group, suitably armed with a 
variety of sweep nets, pond nets, sheets, trays and 
jars, having a quick dabble with a pond net in a couple 
of the smaller pools and later a larger pool was 
netted. Aquatic species found included nymphs of the 
Large Red Damselfly and a chaser/darter, adult 
common darter, pond snails, whirligig beetles, pond 
skaters, Hebrus-a tiny water-surface dwelling bug, 
several species of lesser water boatmen, and several 
Dytiscidae water diving beetles. The group was shown 
several sampling techniques by the invertebrate 
recorder which included ‘puddling’, ‘tussocking’ and 
hand sampling of wet moss around the pond edge. 
The latter technique of pulling apart handfuls of moss 
was very successful in producing several ground 
beetle specialists of wet edges and a small pill beetle 
amongst others. Sweep netting and tussocking of the 
damp Molinia purple moor-grass areas found the 
abundant small slim and brown plant bug Stenodema 
holsatum which is specific to Molinia, the predator 
marsh damsel bug, and the large impressive Araneus 
quadratus with four white spots on its abdomen, a 
damp grassland species and Britain’s heaviest spider! 

Many hoverflies and bees were attracted to flowering 
devil’s-bit scabious within a small scrubby clearing 
which included the large bumblebee hoverfly mimic 
Volucella bombylans, several species of Eristalis  

honeybee mimics, a small dark Cheilosia, and the 
attractively marked Helophilus pendulus. Bees 
included the buff-tailed and common carder 
bumblebees and the honeybee. 

Sweeping of vegetation produced found the three 
common species of grasshoppers-field, meadow and 
common green, and a search of the open ground 
around the former coal tip mounds produced the 
mottled grasshopper as well, which prefers more bare 
ground. Several common grassland spiders were seen 
and the large and stripy harvestman Dicranopalpus 
ramosus which as its name suggests has its palps 
divided into two! Other species seen included the 
larch ladybird, which doesn’t have any spots!, 
speckled wood butterfly, green flower beetle 
Oedemera lurida, and birch, sloe and common green 
shieldbugs. 

Lastly, a small stream proved too hard to resist, and 
Steph and Phil jumped straight in and turned over 
many stones which added the water cricket Velia 
caprai, water measurer Hydrometra stagnorum, river 
limpet Ancylis fluviatilis, freshwater shrimp 
Gammerus, stoneflies nymphs and caddis fly larval 
cases. 

All in all a nice introductory sampling day was had by 
all. I look forward to a further visit to the reserve in 
the summer! 

Phil Ward (Radnorshire Invertebrate Recorder). 

OPAL RECORDING TREE HEALTH  

In August BIS welcomed back Barbara Brown (Opal Project Officer) to lead her third training session 
this year. Before the course, Barbara did a quick reccie of the woods where she wanted to lead the 

group in Brecon. Unfortunately she saw an example of what she believed to be Ash 

Dieback ( Chalara fraxinea) in a young ash sapling. Ash Dieback is a serious disease of 
ash trees caused by a fungus. The disease causes leaf loss and crown dieback in 
affected trees, and it can lead to tree death. As this is a notifiable disease BIS recorded 
the sighting on TreeAlert and we also sent a sample to FERA for confirmation. 
Unfortunately this was confirmed positive and is the first recorded sighting in this 10km 
square.  BIS has also informed Powys CC who manage the woods. 

The Opal Tree Health Survey was set up to encourage people to identify and send in 
records of tree diseases such as Ash Dieback, so the course in Brecon proved to be an 
important addition to present knowledge.  

Janet Imlach (BIS) 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ashdieback
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/treealert
http://fera.co.uk/
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/treesurvey
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Events and links 
30-31st January 2016 @ BIS Offices, Brecon 
An Introduction to Hoverflies run by Hoverfly Recording Scheme 
This is a 2 day course and comprises a mixture of taught and practical sessions that have been developed to make 
sure that the class gets to understand the more challenging aspects of hoverfly taxonomy and morphology. 
Further details tba and will posted on BIS website and circulated to BIS mailing list 
 

Wildlife Trusts 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/even

 ts.html

http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on  

http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

LERC Wales 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/ 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events/169
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
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Biodiversity Information Service 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 

Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: mailto:info@bis.org.uk 

 Website: www.bis.org.uk 

Funding Partners 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA) 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe (BWT/MWT representative) – Chairman 

Sue Furber - Vice-chairman 

Ian J.S. Rowat  (BBNPA) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson - Treasurer 

Keith Noble  

Becky Davies (NRW observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS, Non-Director - Company Secretary) 

(AGM 10th November 2015) 

Support Group 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (BWT) 

Bev Lewis (BWT) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Ken Perry (NRW) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 
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