
  PBF            Small PBF 

SPBF & PBF 

Overwinter as larvae. 

Named from series of "pearls" 

along outside edge of the 

underside of the hindwing. 

Two species may be seen 

together -Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary emerges before Small 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary so 

appears paler. 

Small Pearl bordered fritillary 

Adult May to June. 

Both sexes are avid nectar 
feeders  

Male patrols low over breeding 
sites. 

When a virgin female is found, 
the pair quickly mate and 
generally remain hidden low 
down in vegetation. 

Egg-laying females flutter slowly 
and deliberately low down 
searching areas of food plant on 
which to lay.  

Pearl bordered fritillary 

Adult April to June 

Woodland butterfly in openings/
clearings where food plants 
found. Ideal is 2-4 years after 
clearing when food / nectar 
plants optimal. 

Scattered & isolated colonies. 
One of the most threatened 
species. Due to loss of habitat, 
coppicing decline. 

Males nectar on various flowers, 
before patrolling low over 
breeding sites in search of a mate 
(any reddish brown object 
encountered is investigated). 

When found, the virgin female 
flies to a suitable platform, 
sometimes at some height, 
where the two mate, staying 
together for 30 to 60 minutes.  

Egg-laying females flutter slowly 
and deliberately low down over 
vegetation, searching patches of 
food plant on which to lay. 

Larval foodplants  

** = found at Vicarage Meadows; 

 SPBF& PBF 

Common dog violet** 

Marsh violet** 

PBF also heath dog violet 

MF 

Devils bit scabious** 

Marsh fritillary 

Adult May-June 

Highly-variable chequered pattern of orange, 

brown and yellow. 

Moorland & damp meadows in Wales 

Larval food plant is Devils bit scabious, also 

field- & small scabious 

Meta-populations of several colonies 

British Isles is one of its strongholds—declines 
across Europe. 

Males set up small territories centred on a 
particular plant or flower darting to 
investigate any passing butterfly flying nearby 
& patrolling in the hope of finding a newly-
emerged female. 

Once found, the male flutters around her 
before mating. The female searches out large 
food plants for egg-laying, typically choosing 
one of the larger leaves. She is quite 
conspicuous as she makes her slow flight 
looking for suitable plants on which to lay, no 
doubt weighed down by her load of eggs. 

Neither sex wanders far from where it 
emerged, although those emerging later in 
the flight season are often seen some 
distance from the main breeding grounds; this 
dispersal may be a mechanism by which this 
species colonises new sites. 


