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Radnorshire Dragonfly Recorders’ Newsletter & 2014 Report 
Bob Dennison, Vice County (VC) 43 Recorder 

 

Introduction 
I’m happy to report that the 2014 Radnorshire dragonfly recording effort resulted in 487 records from 18 
contributors. As usual, the biggest contributors, amassing two thirds of the Vice County’s records 
between them, were stalwarts Dick Eastwood and Ian Standen. However, I am always very pleased to 
receive any records and would especially like to thank and welcome a number of new recorders. 
 
The Radnorshire flight season began and ended at Dick’s ‘bog meadow’ pond near Clyro - opening on 
the 13th April with the emergence of a Large Red Damselfly (Pyrrhosoma nymphula) and closing on the 
14th November with the sighting of a last remaining Common darter (Sympetrum striolatum). With the 
exception of Ruddy Darter (Sympetrum sanguineum) which was not reported, the generally benign 
season featured all of Radnorshire’s regularly recorded species, comprising 13 dragonfly and 9 
damselfly species as listed below. No new species to the Vice County were recorded. 

Radnorshire (Vice County 43 ) Species list for 2014 

Species Name Common Name Number of records 

Aeshna cyanea Southern Hawker 57 

Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker 10 

Aeshna juncea Common Hawker 31 

Aeshna Mixta Migrant Hawker 3 

Anax imperator Emperor Dragonfly 10 

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle 3 

Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle 11 

Coenagrion puella Azure Damselfly 67 

Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly 15 

Enallagma cyathigerum Common Damselfly 36 

Gomphus vulgatissimus Common Clubtail 2 

Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly 13 

Ishnura pumilio Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly 7 

Lestes sponsa Emerald Damselfly 28 

Libellula depressa Broad-bodied Chaser 37 

Libellula quadrimaculata Four-spotted Chaser 13 

Orthetrum cancellatum Black-tailed Skimmer 2 

Orthetrum coerulescens Keeled Skimmer 4 

Platycnemis pennipes White-legged Damselfly 1 

Pyrrhosoma nymphula Large Red Damselfly 75 

Sympetrum danae Black Darter 10 

Sympetrum striolatum Common Darter 52 

(It’s worth emphasising that a single ‘species record’ may consist of a single insect or numerous 
individuals seen at a given location.) 

 

Species notes and notable species 2014 

Following similar comments in my 2013 season report, it remains a concern that sightings of our four 
‘river specialists’ continued to be few and far between. Although Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx 
virgo) was recorded on 11 occasions by five recorders, there were only three records for Banded 
Demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens), two for Common Clubtail (Gomphus vulgatissimus) and only a 
single record for White-legged Damselfly (Platycnemis pennipes). 
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Newly emerged (teneral) Common Clubtail (m) : Dick Eastwood 
 
On account of their pollution sensitivity, Odonata are widely recognised as key indicators of water 
quality. According to the 2014 Atlas of Dragonflies in Britain and Ireland - which cites trend analyses by 
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology - the Banded Demoiselle has increased significantly across 
Ireland, northern England and Scotland. The Banded Demoiselle is a species of slow moving rivers, and 
the Atlas suggests that the improvement in river water quality has been an important factor in the 
general spread of this species. 
 
Since we Odonata recorders are so few in number, it is difficult to draw firm conclusions from this 
seeming disparity; but the indication that trends for Radnorshire’s river species are running counter to 
the increases seen elsewhere, merits further investigation and research. 
 
On a more positive note, Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (Ishnura pumilio) – which does not feature 
every year in our Vice County records list – turned up at two sites. In late June, Ian recorded two adults 
at a ditch on Maelienydd - one of eight locations I have proposed to be promoted as a ‘Good places to 
see Dragonflies in Radnorshire’. (More about these eight locations later). 
 

 

Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (m): Ian Standen 
[Note the blue colouration on both segment 9 and part of segment 8] 
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Ian's photo illustrates a key distinguishing feature : the blue colouration towards the tail straddles two 
segments. In the Blue-Tailed Damselfly (Ischnura elegans) it is confined to one complete segment. 
 
From early June to late July, Dick repeatedly sighted numbers of Scarce Blue-tailed Damselflies at his 
recently extended pond. His observations peaked on 17th June with (a surprising and impressive) 15 
adults, consisting of eight males, four females and three newly-emerged tenerals. 
 
Scarce Blue-Tailed are slightly smaller than Blue-Tailed Damselflies and tend to fly lower and more 
weakly. To that extent they are not easy to spot but if you have a recently created pond or know of any 
ponds, pools or ditches with little or no aquatic vegetation, it's always worth having a look low down in 
the marginal vegetation for this uncommon species. Curiously, despite its weak flight, it somehow seems 
able to disperse and colonise new or recently extended water bodies – as Dick found in 2014. 
 
The final species of note is the Migrant Hawker (Aeshna mixta) which became a UK species during the 
20th century and has continued to expand its breeding range northwards and westwards. Superficially, 
the male Migrant Hawker resembles the male Common Hawker and the two species can easily be 
confused. Where it becomes established as a breeding species, it can occur in large numbers and - 
unlike most dragonfly species - adult Migrants will tolerate each other’s company, even forming swarms, 
typically in late August and early September. 
 

 

Male Migrant Hawkers, resting together, Llangorse : Keith Noble 

 
Over the past few seasons, regular sightings (in numbers) have been made of Migrant Hawkers at 
Llanbwchllyn and at Monk’s Pond on the Begwns. Dick Eastwood has diligently recorded and 
photographed mating pairs and egg-laying; and his sightings are strongly suggestive – though not yet 
absolute proof - of self-sustaining breeding populations there. To fully establish proof of Migrant Hawker 
breeding at these two sites, we now need to find larval emergences into adults - or empty larval cases. 
 

The Value of Larval Cases (Exuviae) 
The presence and even the observation of breeding behaviours of adult dragonflies at a site are not 
sufficient to prove that they have bred or successfully completed their life cycle at that site. Finding a 
cast skin, however, confirms the completion of larval development from egg to emerged adult. 
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During the 2014 season, several people (Dick, David, Janice and Nick) recorded and photographed 
larval cases, some of which were readily identifiable without further scrutiny. Often, however, a 
photograph cannot reveal all the details necessary for confident identification. For example, in Nick’s 
photograph (below), the hawker in question could only be identified as Southern Hawker (Aeshna 
cyanea) when the feeding apparatus (mask) on the underside of the head could be properly viewed. 
 

 

Exuvia of Southern hawker – Nick Talbott 
(identified by subsequent examination in the hand) 

If you should be lucky enough to find an exuvia this coming season, if possible please photograph it from 
different angles. Better still, try carefully to retrieve it (exuviae are quite fragile and prone to losing legs 
and other parts!) and keep it until it can be fully identified for proof of breeding at that location.  
 

Good places to see Dragonflies in Radnorshire 

At last, I have now submitted to The British Dragonfly Society a list of eight proposed sites to be included 
on http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales as ‘Good places to 
see Dragonflies in Radnorshire.’ I found the selection process quite tricky and needed to take into 
account matters such as:- numbers of species present, including locally notable species; promotion of 
Radnorshire’s wildlife and landscape; and exemplar habitats. The BDS itself was particularly interested 
in:- ease of access; limited need for special permissions to visit; and the absence of any discernible 
threat or degradation due to any increase in visitor numbers. 
 
This is the list of proposed sites which I hope will be appearing very soon at the above link:- 
Beacon Hill Pools & Headwaters of the Lugg; Begwns Fishpool, also known as Monk’s Pond; Cors y 
Llyn NNR; Llyn Gwyn, near Nant Glas; Maelienydd Pools; Nannerth Pools, near Rhayader; Llandrindod 
Lake and Pentrosfa Mire; and the River Wye from Erwood Station to Hay-on-Wye. 

 

And finally a big thankyou4. 
J. to all contributors of records and photographs to the 2014 Odonata effort, namely:- Rob Andrew; 
Sylvia Bigglestone; Bob Dennison; Dick Eastwood; Sue Goodhead; Darylle Hardy; Jane Jarvis; Richard 
Knight; Sorcha Lewis; Claire Montanaro; Joan Payne; Megan Shersby; Ian Standen; Nick Talbott; 
Carole Taylor; Janice Vincett; Phil Ward; and David Warren. Thanks also to Keith Noble, Claire Install, 
Dave Smallshire, Allan Brandon and Steve Cham for additional advice, help and photographs. 


