
 

Contents 
Managers Annual Members Report ..................................................................................................................... 1 

Introduction ......................................................................................................................................................... 1 

Finance ............................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Funding ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Staff .................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Directors ........................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Data .................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway ............................................................................................... 5 

Technical developments –Aderyn .................................................................................................................... 6 

Services – Using the data ................................................................................................................................. 7 

Supporting the recording community .............................................................................................................. 8 

BIS Events ....................................................................................................................................................... 10 

LERC Wales 10 year Event and Aderyn Launch .............................................................................................. 10 

 

 

Managers Annual Members Report  
1ST APRIL 2017 - 31ST March 2018  

AGM 20th November 2018 



Managers Annual Report for 2017/18 to Members at AGM November 2018 

Biodiversity Information Service Page 2 of 10 13 November 2018 

Introduction 
This is a brief summary report for Powys & Brecon Beacons National Park Environmental Records Centre Ltd 

(BIS) financial year April 1st 2017 to March 31st 2018. 

Finance 
The full accounts have been circulated to the Members for the AGM on 20th November 2018. A summary of 

accounts of last 4 years is set out below. 

Table 1: Summary of BIS accounts by year 

£ 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Turnover 94,114 92,159 105,107 118,567 
Corporation Tax 80 591 92 2192 
Profit for 
financial year 

859 7,564 4327 17,455 

 

This year BIS made a profit of £17,455. The increase in income this year was mainly due to changes of how the 

core funding previously from National Resources Wales (NRW), was changed to Welsh Government payment.  

BIS received the last NRW quarter payment for 2016-17 in April 2017. However WG paid all the core funding 

within the financial year of 2017-18.  Changes in staff over the year of 2017 resulted in lower wages costs than 

expected. Commercial funding increased from 17% last year to 21% this financial year as shown in Figure 1. 

The Net Current Assets at 31st March 2018 increased from £52,042 in the previous year, to £73,309. Increased 

reserves will allow additional staff expenditure in 2018. 

 

Figure 1 Breakdown of BIS Income 2017-18 (excluding NRW core funding for 2016-17) 
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Funding 
The graph in Figure 1 above summarises the breakdown of BIS income in 2017-18 excluding the NRW core 

funding payment for the previous year 2016/17. The main funding from the partners is for services provided by 

BIS under a Service Level Agreement (SLA) and has remained the same as 2016-17 with the addition of the 

National Trust in BIS area. NRW now just pays for a service. BIS IT development of Aderyn (see p6) continued 

to be supported by the South Wales Environmental Record Centre (SEWBReC) and West Wales Biodiversity 

Information Centre (WWBIC). Commercial funding increased from 17% last year to 21% which may reflect price 

increases when the commercial service at BIS was switched to the Aderyn on-line reporting system. 

Staff 

 Janet Imlach remained BIS Manager and Company Secretary on 3.5 day week. 

 Steve Goddard continued as p/t Senior IT Officer on 23hr per week. 

 Anna Georgiou remained the Senior Biodiversity Information Officer working f/t until October 2017. 

 Robyn Silcock worked as p/t Communications officer from April to May 

 Ben Mullen joined BIS as p/t Communications officer in October working 3 days per week. 

 Jo Milborrow joined BIS in January 2018 as f/t Data Officer. 

Directors 
Norman Lowe (BWT representative) – Chairman 
Keith Noble - Vice-Chairman 
Sue B. Furber  
James Marsden (BBNPA)  
John F. Wilson - Treasurer 
Bob Dennison 
Alastair Knox (PCC Observer) 
Chris Ledbury (RWT Observer) 
Andrew Lucas (NRW Observer) 
(Janet Imlach non-director BIS Company Secretary) 

Data 

At the end of March 2018 BIS held 2,239,776 records in the BIS Recorder 6 database as opposed to 2,066,260 
in March 2017. 
 

 
Figure 2: Records entered per year into Recorder database March 2018 
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 Figure 2 shows the number of records entered per year into the BIS Recorder 6 database. This peaked in 2015 

because of a lot of Scheme & Society records downloaded from NBN Gateway. In 2017 the NBN Gateway 

changed to NBN Atlas which restricts download to LERCs if the dataset has a ‘non-commercial’ licence. Many 

datasets are also not at full resolution and so are not useful to LERCs. However BIS maintained regular data 

exchange with county recorders similar to 2016-17. 

 
Figure 3 Comparison of BIS species records in Recorder 6 by main Taxon groups 
 
Figure 3 shows a comparison of data held in Recorder 6 by main taxon groups for the last 2 financial years. The 

breakdown remains very similar with higher plants being the greatest percentage but dropping slightly by 2% to 

40%. Lower plants are also decreasing with moths and birds slightly increasing as BIS receives regular county 

updates. 

BIS enters all its species records into the Recorder 6 database. BIS data is then combined with all 3 LERCs 

records, plus national NRW datasets, in the LERC Wales ‘merged database’ and BIS runs all its services off 

this database. This therefore brings in records which have been recorded in the BIS area but held by other 

LERCs. This is especially important to BIS as the National Park covers several other VCs outside Powys.  

Welsh LERCs store and report species records based on four categories matched to international, national and 

local designations. These categories are as follows: 

 Priority  - Species with European and UK Legal Protection, Environment Act (Wales) Section 7 

Species & UK BAP Priority Species 

 Species of Conservation Concern (SOCC)- Global Red List, British Red Data Book, Nationally Rare 

& Scarce, Welsh Red and Amber Birds & Welsh Vascular Plant Red Data List, where these are not 

identified in Priority category 

 Local – Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) species not identified as Priority or SOCC.  Locally 

Important species as specified by local experts 

 Other – all other species records that do not fit above criteria. 

 

The status data base is managed by SEWBReC on behalf of LERC Wales and is relevant to Wales as well as 

the UK. Through working together in Wales with local experts, this system ensures that species information can 

be put into a UK, Welsh and local vice-county context which allows the data users to make better informed 

decisions. 
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Table 2: Comparison of species records in merged database by category (March 2017) 

 Powys BBNPA 

Cat 1 189675 60771 

Cat 2 68372 31155 

Cat 3 429590 176414 

Total 687637 268340 

 

Table 2 shows a comparison of species records used by BIS from the LERC Wales ‘merged database’ by the 3 

main categories that are used in Aderyn, planning and commercial enquiries.  In total BIS has access to 

2,431,473 records in the BIS area. Figure 3 shows a heat map of these records in the BIS area by 5km square 

created in QGIS, an open-source software. 

 

Figure 3: Heat map of BIS species records 04/04/2018 

National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway  
On March 31st 2017 NBN Gateway was switched off to be replaced by NBN Atlas of Wales. BIS agreed that 
NBN could move the following data across directly to the Atlas: 
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Table 3: BIS datasets moved to NBN Atlas 01/04/17 

BIS Surveys Licence 

Natural Resources Wales Regional Data : Mid-Wales OGL 

INNS records held by BIS in Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park  CC BY-NC 

Distribution of Impatiens glandulifera  along the river Irfon during June 
2010 

CC BY-NC 

Brecknock County Bird Records (updated) CC BY-NC 

 
All other surveys were reloaded up to the Atlas in April/ May 2018 directly to allow any new data to be added 
and to ensure the records can only be viewed and downloaded at 10km square resolution.  Any NRW data 
managed by BIS is licenced as OGL (Open Government Licence). All other data is CC-BY-NC (Creative 
Commons with attribution non-commercial) and therefore cannot be used for commercial purposes. 

Technical developments –Aderyn 
Steve Goddard of BIS continued to maintain and develop Aderyn, for LERC Wales. 
The Partner Access Tool became available to BIS funding partners, Powys and BBNP 
plus LERC Wales national partners such as the NRW and the Trunk Road Agencies in 
June 2017.  This system is the heart of Aderyn and allows licenced users access to 
full resolution data. They can search for species, sites and habitat data around a point 

or polyline or within a polygon. The results can be further filtered by date, species status, species category, 
taxon group etc. The user can then view the results in Aderyn or eMapper which is an excellent product 
developed by Cofnod for their on-line services. (Figure 4 below).  eMapper is in an on-line GIS format so that 
layers for sites and species can be switched on and off and viewed over OS mapping. Records can be 
downloaded in a range of formats including csv and shape files, plus full or public reports can be produced 
which exclude any sensitive records. The Wildlife Trusts are also offered free access to species records held 
within their Reserves to enable better conservation management. 
 

 
Figure 4: eMapper showing habitat and species data 

https://data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/GA000984
https://data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/GA001461
https://data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/GA000809
https://data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/GA000809
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
http://emapper.cofnod.org.uk/?id=1827&key=7b98f06d9d3b4f84
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In August 2017 BIS launched a new commercial service using 
Aderyn. This is designed to allow commercial users to put in 
their search enquiry on-line choosing from a number of costed 
packages, dependent on area of search and number of 
records. The LERC receives that enquiry email from the 
system and runs the search in Aderyn. A quotation is then 
returned to the customer and once costs are agreed the 
customer receives the results to view in Aderyn and eMapper.  
This very quick service with an improved final product, not 
only gives the customer an interactive view of all the data on-
line but also allows download of the results in varying formats 
including a pdf report, csv file or shape  
 
 

Advantages of Aderyn 

 The public site is Bilingual (Welsh/English) and this will be extended to all modules when 
development is completed. 

 Provides controlled levels of access to the public, planners, partners, recorders and commercial 
customers.  

 Provides the facility for LERC Wales to provide standard reporting to all customers. 

 Automated reporting frees up staff time to concentrate on data management and supporting the 
recording community. 

 Automated reporting allows any member of staff in LERC to run enquiries. 

 The on-line commercial service will provide a greatly improved customer service, by not only being 
virtually instant but providing improved viewing of a more comprehensive view of the data through 
eMapper. 

 Running reports off the merged database allows easy cross- border enquiries and ensures full 
access to data that may be held for that area by a neighbouring Welsh LERC.  It has removed the 
need for time consuming data exchange between Welsh LERCs. 

 The partner access tool provides easy access to current data held by LERC Wales allowing them to 
run their own instant enquiries and freeing up LERC staff time. 

 Aderyn is built on ‘responsive’ technology so it can be easily viewed on laptops, tablets and mobile 
phones. 

 Built on a ‘future-proofed’ PHP framework which should be easy to maintain by current and future 
skilled staff. 

Services – Using the data 
 

Table 4: Summary of reports completed by BIS 

 2016-17 2017-18 

BBNP Planning applications  913 610 

PCC Planning applications 1532 1414 

Powys County Council 
(excluding Planning reports) 

(Using DAT) (Using Aderyn) 

Commercial enquiries 139 170 

 

Figure 5: Aderyn species map view 
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A summary of reports completed by BIS in 2017-18 compared with 2016-17 is shown in Table 4. BIS provided 

Aderyn planning reports to both BBNP and PCC.  

Table 5: Summary of BIS services to funding partners 

 

Supporting the recording community 
In March 2017 the Board of Directors agreed 

that there was sufficient funding to recruit a p/t 

Communications Officer to promote the work of 

BIS and encourage public recording so building 

up the  local recording community. The p/t 

Communications officer started in April 2017 

and was able to set up a Facebook page and 

edit the newsletter. As she left in May BIS was 

not able to employ a replacement until October 

2017.Ben Mullen settled in well and edited the 

BIS autumn newsletter and organised the 

Recorders Forum on the 28th November 2017. 

He has also started a ‘Species of the Week’ feature and updated the Facebook page regularly. In order to target 

recording Ben and Jo have been looking at under recorded squares in the BIS area as seen in Figure 7. The 

staff and directors trialled recording a square in February 2018 visiting the unrecorded square SO0733 near 

Organisation Services 

Natural Resources Wales  

 

LERC Wales Priority Species GIS Alert layer 
Direct access LERC Wales merged database  
GIS layers of all  CCW data mobilised by BIS 
Planning reports.  
Biodiversity enquiries 
Aderyn partner access 
 

Powys County Council Aderyn for Planning and Highways 
Summary priority species Alert layer 
 Local sites GIS layer 
Aderyn planning reports 

Brecon Beacons National Park Aderyn planning reports 
Direct access to Priority species in BIS database  
Aderyn partner access 
Biodiversity enquiries   
Data analysis 

South and North Trunk Road Agency Alert layer for all Priority, SOCC, Locally important 
species within 1km of Trunk roads 
Local sites GIS layer 
Aderyn partner access 

National Trust Aderyn access to NT properties data 
Data digitisation & analysis  

Figure 6: BIS Facebook page 
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Felinfach, The snow and freezing weather put paid to a long walk, but a short walk and stint with the binoculars 

yielded 50 species in an hour.  

 

Figure 7: Unrecorded squares in BIS area March 2018 
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BIS Events 
Supported by Welsh Biodiversity Partnership 

 Identification of critical moth species by genitalia dissection – 5th May 2017 

Led by Norman Lowe 

Colliery Spoil Habitats and their Biodiversity - 4th July 2017 

Led by Liam Olds – entomologist and founder of ‘Colliery Spoil Biodiversity Initiative’ 

Pollinator Training Day -29th June 2017 

Led by Phil Ward, County invertebrate and beetle recorder for Radnorshire 

Using QGIS Open-source Software in Biological Recording- 24/25th October 

Steve Goddard (IT officer), Anna Georgiou (Biodiversity Information Officer) 

Recorders Forum - Tuesday 28th November 2017  

Winter Trees – 6th January & 3rd February 18 

Ben Mullen 

Tombio Creating Keys – 7th February 2018 

Richard Burkmar 

 

LERC Wales 10 year Event and Aderyn Launch 
The LERC Wales 10 year Anniversary Event was held on July 14th 2017 in Carmarthen. Each LERC gave a 

presentation of technical developments on the large screens to small groups of the audience who, after 10 

minutes, moved round to the next presentation. Aderyn was fully launched that day and BIS had 3 

presentations on Aderyn public, planning and partner tools by the 3 staff. The network of the 4 LERCs was 

launched in Cardiff in 2007 and in 2017 the merged database for Wales reached 10 million species records. 

The 10 millionth record was received by West Wales Information Centre of Whorled Caraway, the county flower 

of Carmarthenshire.  

 

 

Figure 8 LERC Wales Managers and Staff July 2017 


