
        
UK Awards for Biological Recording and Information Sharing 2018 

LYNNE FARRELL GROUP AWARD NOMINATION FORM 
 

Sponsored by: 

 
 

The National Biodiversity Network is now accepting nominations for the 2018 Awards that 
celebrate outstanding contributions to biological recording and improving our understanding of 
the UK’s wildlife. These awards have been developed by the National Biodiversity Network 
Trust, the National Forum for Biological Recording and the Biological Records Centre. The 
Lynne Farrell Group Award is generously sponsored by the Field Studies Council (FSC). 

The award categories are:  

Terrestrial and freshwater awards: 
• Gilbert White Youth Award  
• Gilbert White Adult Award 
 
Marine and coastal awards: 
• David Robertson Youth Award  
• David Robertson Adult Award 
 
Lynne Farrell Group Award: 
• This award will be given to a group or organisation which works in any environment 

- terrestrial and freshwater or marine and coastal.   
 
Adult Newcomer Award: 
• This award will be given to an adult who has recently started working or volunteering 

in the biological recording sector.   
 
Eligibility for award categories: 

 Youth awards will be given to a person not yet 18 years of age on 30 November 2018. 

 Adult awards will be given to a person 19 years and over. 

 The groups or organisations can include members of any age. 
 
The awards committee will consider the significance of the contribution (voluntary or otherwise) 
made to biological recording and/or improving our understanding of the UK’s biodiversity. This 
could include filling geographic or taxonomic gaps in our knowledge, encouraging and 
facilitating participation, verifying records, teaching or mentoring recorders, or creating and 
sharing tools and resources to support biological recording and increasing participation. More 
information about the awards and additional nomination forms are available on the National 
Biodiversity Network website:  bit.ly/NBNawards18  

If you wish to nominate more than one group, please use a separate form for each group. 
Anyone is eligible to make nominations, you may even nominate yourself! The awards will be 
presented at a special ceremony on the evening of the annual NBN Conference in November. 

Nominations close on Tuesday 31 July 2018. The awards committee may ask for 

supplementary material to be supplied for short‐listed candidates.  

 

http://www.field-studies-council.org/
https://nbn.org.uk/?page_id=17243&preview=true
http://www.field-studies-council.org/


NAME OF GROUP: Local Environmental Records Centres Wales (LERC Wales) 

Address:c/o Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys LD3 7LB 

Phone:01874610881 
E-mail: janet@bis.org.uk  

REASONS FOR NOMINATION:  

Please describe the contribution of the nominee and reasons for nomination.  Please give 

as much detail as possible using the five headings below.  The Awards Committee can 

only make its decision based on the information you supply, so the more relevant detail you 

provide under each heading, the more likely your nominee will do well in these Awards. 

Increasing understanding 

Has the work of the group aided taxonomic or geographic understanding? 

Has the work of the group plugged gaps in taxonomic or geographical knowledge? 

Local Environmental Records Centres Wales (LERC Wales) is 
a leading example of how individual LERCs can work 
together to share skills and technical expertise, to develop 
tools to make biodiversity data readily available to national 
and local users, to support local wildlife recording 
communities and to continually grow the biodiversity 
evidence base. 

LERC Wales is the first complete national network of LERCs in 
the UK. Four individual LERCs were formed between 2000 
and 2007: Biodiversity Information Service for Powys and 
Brecon Beacons National Park (BIS), South East Wales 
Biodiversity Records Centre (SEWBReC), Cofnod – the North 
Wales Environmental Information Service and West Wales 
Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC). The completed 
network was launched and went ‘live’ in autumn 2007. The 
LERCs closely collaborated on a range of initiatives including 
the document 'Our Shared Vision'. In 2016 the four Welsh 
LERCs formally established the Local Environmental Records 

Centres Wales Limited consortium in order to facilitate services to national partners. In 2017 LERC 
Wales celebrated its 10th Anniversary. 

Before the development of the LERCs, biodiversity information was held in different formats in a 
multitude of different locations and the idea of a one stop shop for the data was at the heart of the 
LERC project, supported by the then Welsh Assembly Government.  This has been extended to not 
just species records within each LERC database but is now a LERC Wales merged database on a 
shared server.  In July 2018 LERC Wales database holds just under 11 million species records and has 
access to 11.5 million records.  Bringing species, habitat and site information into one system 
enables clear presentation of the data for all our users and also facilitates its analysis and 
manipulation. The LERCs provide a rapid and comprehensive response which enables biodiversity to 
be taken into account for development, operations and nature conservation.  

This data is now readily available to national partners such as Natural Resources Wales (NRW), and 
Welsh Government (WG) and local partners such Local Authorities and National Parks. All LERCs run 
an efficient  commercial service but provide free access to information for the county recorders, 
education or the public as discussed below 

Welsh LERCs store and report species records based on four categories matched to international, 
national and local designations. These categories are as follows: 

 Priority  - Species with European and UK Legal Protection, Environment Act (Wales) Section 
7 Species & UK BAP Priority Species 

 Species of Conservation Concern (SOCC)- Global Red List, British Red Data Book, Nationally 
Rare & Scarce, Welsh Red and Amber Birds & Welsh Vascular Plant Red Data List, where 

mailto:janet@bis.org.uk
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/downloads/OurSharedVision.pdf


these are not identified in Priority category 

 Local – Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) species not identified as Priority or SOCC.  
Locally Important species as specified by local experts 

 Other – all other species records that do not fit above criteria. 

The status data base is managed by SEWBReC on behalf of LERC Wales and is relevant to Wales as 
well as the UK. Through working together in Wales with local experts, this system ensures that 
species information can be put into a UK, welsh and local vice-county context which allows the data 
users to make better informed decisions. 

 

 

Record generation and open data 

Are new records being made by the group?  Do they cover one taxonomic group or several? 

Are the group’s records being shared openly?  Are they on the NBN Atlas? 

The four LERCs are constantly adding to the database by collating records from the county recorders, 
exchanging with Schemes & Societies and encouraging the public recording through training events 
and social media. The figure below shows a summarised breakdown of the data held by LERC Wales 
by taxon group. The range of taxon groups will depend on expertise of local Recorders and the ability 
to exchange with Schemes & Societies directly or through the NBN Atlas. 
However LERC Wales engages with approximately 115 County recorders or experts throughout 
Wales. 
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LERC Wales has been involved with several large projects to mobilise species records. Each LERC 
worked with the former Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) to mobilise records in their offices 
which were held in paper format. From 2003 to 2009, 867,703 records were mobilised and these are 
now available through the NBN Atlas. SEWBReC raised funding and managed the Mary Gillham 
Archive Project Between 2016 and 2018 the project team digitised 115,000 wildlife records by this 
renowned local naturalist.  This data is not only available via the LERCs but is available through the 
NBN Atlas and to download directly from the webpage. BIS has worked with the Brecknockshire 
Plant recorder to mobilise over 151,000 of his records to produce a Brecknock Flora. These have now 
been exchanged with BSBI and have been used to create the County Red Data Plant List. All these 
projects add to local and national knowledge and it is unlikely this data would have been mobilised 
so efficiently without the network of LERC Wales. 
 
LERC Wales is very keen to ensure ready access to and exchange of the data they have collated. At 
present it has just under 4 million records available through the NBN Atlas of Wales. This may 
exclude any third party data or records managed by recording schemes and conservation bodies. 

However, all LERC Wales species records in the merged database are available 
via Aderyn, the Biodiversity Information and Reporting Database, developed for 
LERC Wales by BIS. The other three LERCs have contributed financially or in-kind 
to development costs. It provides public access to a summary of wildlife 
sightings and species records collated by the four LERCs, covering the whole of 
Wales. Partners, recorders and planners can be licensed to access high 
resolution, detailed records to assist decision making and conservation. 

 
Aderyn Public Search Tool  

 
This was launched in June 2016 and a link is available from all the welsh LERC sites.  
Users are able to search for a summary list of species records as held by LERC Wales, in any 1 km 
square. Alternatively users can produce distribution maps for a species or an entire taxon group and 
display a 10km distribution map of that species or group, based on data held by LERC Wales. You can 
then select a 10km square and see a 1km distribution map (excluding  sensitive species). This tool 
aims to promote recording, as the public can readily see what has or has not been recorded  so they 
can contribute records to update the database. 
 
Access to higher resolution species records is now available to the County recorders for their taxon 
group within their geographical area. This enables the recorders to filter out any records which are 
unassessed and inform the LERC of any corrections needed in the main database. The Wildlife Trusts 
are also offered free access to species records held within their Reserves to enable better 
conservation management. 
 
Partner Access Tool  
This system is the heart of Aderyn and allows licenced users access to full resolution data. They can 
search for species, sites and habitat data around a point or polyline or within a polygon. The results 
can be further filtered by date, species status, species category, taxon group etc. The user can then 
view the results in Aderyn or eMapper which is an excellent product developed by Cofnod for their 

http://www.marygillhamarchiveproject.com/the-project/
http://www.marygillhamarchiveproject.com/the-project/
http://www.marygillhamarchiveproject.com/data/
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/public/distribution
http://emapper.cofnod.org.uk/?id=1827&key=7b98f06d9d3b4f84


on-line services. (See picture below).  eMapper is in an on-line GIS format so that layers for sites and 
species can be switched on and off and viewed over OS mapping. Records can be downloaded in a 
range of formats including csv and shape files, plus full or public reports can be produced which 
exclude any sensitive records. 

 
eMapper species and habitat map view 

Aderyn Planning Reporting Tool  
This system has been in operation since October 2016 and is used by BIS (2 Local Authorities) and 
SEWBReC (4 LA’s) to review the weekly planning applications. It allows the LERC to run the weekly 
planning lists of multiple applications from a csv file with minimum input. The user can then view 
species, habitat and site information with Red Alerts highlighted, on-line in the Aderyn viewer or in 
eMapper where full or public reports can be printed. It also includes a facility to search for historical 
applications and view the original data. 

The Commercial Reporting Tool is designed to allow 
commercial users to put in their search enquiry on-
line choosing from a number of costed packages, 
dependent on area of search and number of records. 
The LERC receives that enquiry email from the system 
and runs the search in Aderyn. A quotation is then 
returned to the customer and once costs are agreed 
the customer receives the results to view in Aderyn 
and eMapper.  This very quick service with an 
improved final product, not only gives the customer 
an interactive view of all the data on-line but also 
allows download of the results in varying formats 
including a pdf report, csv file or shape file.  Further 
development will allow registered customers to run 
automated searches directly on-line. Follow the link to 
see a sample search in Aderyn. 
Advantages of Aderyn 

 The public site is Bilingual (Welsh/English) and this will be extended to all modules when 
development is completed. 

 Provides controlled levels of access to the public, planners, partners, recorders and 
commercial customers.  

 Provides the facility for LERC Wales to provide standard reporting to all customers. 

 Automated reporting frees up staff time to concentrate on data management and 
supporting the recording community. 

 Automated reporting allows any member of staff in LERC to run enquiries. 

 The on-line commercial service will provide a greatly improved customer service, by not 
only being virtually instant but providing improved viewing of a more comprehensive 
view of the data through eMapper. 

Aderyn Species map view 

https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/search/2909818?key=sQom7JZ4qI5E3DKv


 Running reports off the merged database allows easy cross- border enquiries and 
ensures full access to data that may be held for that area by a neighbouring welsh LERC.  
It has removed the need for time consuming data exchange between welsh LERCs. 

 The partner access tool provides easy access to current data held by LERC Wales 
allowing them to run their own instant enquiries and freeing up LERC staff time. 

 Providing access to county recorders to their own taxon group within a vice-county 
promotes easier verification and therefore improves the quality of the LERC Wales 
database. 

 Aderyn is built on ‘responsive’ technology so it can be easily viewed on laptops, tablets 
and mobile phones. 

 Built on a ‘future-proofed’ PHP framework which should be easy to maintain by current 
and future skilled staff. 

 
Engagement and training 
Has the group encouraged participation by others and developed new audiences for nature? 
Is the group training others and increasing other peoples’ skills? 
Over 70% of records held in the LERC Wales database come from local recording experts and 
members of the public. It is therefore an important role of the LERCs to promote and support 
biological recording throughout its area. During 2017/18 LERC Wales coordinated 25 wildlife 
recording/identification training days, 13 field recording days, 3 public Bioblitzes and there was a 
total of 200 attendees at the ‘Recorders’ Forum’ meetings that took place across the LERC regions. It 
encourages recording through initiatives such “Square of the Month” which highlights under-
recorded 1km squares and targets recording. All LERCs promote a range of initiatives and events 
through their websites, newsletters, mailings and social media channels. This ongoing work ensures 
data flows at both the local and national level is managed through our continued interaction with 
local recorders, local recording groups and National Schemes and Societies. 
 
Although the LERCs encourage the flow of records through the county recorders they have set up 
initiatives to make recording wildlife sightings easy for the general public with on-line recording 
tools such as SEWBReCORD (154,191 records) and Cofnod’s On-line Recording System (30,859 public 
records).  This has now been extended with the development of the LERC Wales App joint funded by 

the 4 LERCs and launched in in July 2018. 
Users can enter records on the go in the 
field and, if registered with one of the 3 
welsh LERC Indicia based on-line recording 
sites, can see all their ‘on line’ and ‘app’ 
records in one place. 
 It has the advantage of being: 

 A fully bilingual (Welsh/English) 
user interface  

 Works fully offline 

 supports all UK species 

 Easy to add new records  

 Benefits from automatic data 
checks and review by experts 

 Supports the Welsh LERC 
community 

Impact and influence 

Are the data recorded by the group being used in policy, affecting decision-making? 
Has the group’s work been game-changing? For example, have new tools or resources been 
developed?  

LERC Wales is represented at key events and initiatives, and has secured LERC Wales representation 
on the Nature Recovery Action Plan Implementation Group, attended Sustainable Management of 
Natural Resources, State of Natural Resources Report (SoNaRR) and Area Statement workshops, as 
well as Local Nature Partnership’s national and local meetings. NRW and the WG now have direct 
access to the LERC Wales merged database so that the biodiversity data can be viewed within their 
internal systems, as well as viewing through Aderyn. LERC Wales data has been used for such as 

https://www.bis.org.uk/survey
https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/


NRW Habitats Directive Article 7 reporting, an INNS list for Wales, and selection of the Environment 
(Wales) Act section 7 list of species of principal importance for Wales. Now that LERC Wales data is 
available to the Welsh Government it can contribute to the Environmental and Rural Affairs 
Monitoring and Modelling Programme (ERAMMP) managed by the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology. 

The technical development of LERC Wales bi-lingual recording and reporting tools that enable 
instant recording through the  LERC Wales App, plus access to species, site and habitat data through 
Aderyn, is at the fore-front of other LERCs and NBN member organisations across the UK. Aderyn 
now has 55 partner users from 21 organisations that include NRW, the Wales Trunk Road Agencies, 
Welsh Water, Local Authorities, Wildlife Trusts, National Parks, Buglife and Plantlife.  

Group details and other considerations 

How long has the group been established and how many members does the group have? Is the group 
public-facing and how does the group publicise its work and events? Is any other group doing similar 
work or is this group unique?   

LERC Wales network has been established for 11 years. The membership of LERC Wales Ltd consists 
of the four LERCs that are corporate members with an independent, individual Director who is the 
Chair of the board of directors.  In turn, each LERC has members and boards of directors drawn from 
partner organisations and other interested parties, including recorders. Over the last 18 years, the 
LERCs have built up unique relationships with local recorders and partner organisations. They are 
viewed as trusted and dependable organisations with a crucial role in collating biological data and 
presenting it to decision makers as a key part of the environmental evidence base. LERC Wales aims 
to support wildlife recording for everyone, and through Aderyn makes this information almost 
instantly available, which is unique in the UK.  

‘Local environmental records centres are an unique and powerful resource to pool the information, 
knowledge, commitment and brilliance of local recorders and naturalists with professional biological 
surveyors,  conservation officers and ecologists, to create unrivalled information centres for the good 
of the environment and the country’s well-being. No other businesses or organisations can, or do, do 
this.’ 

Quote from LERC Wales 10th Anniversary Event, July 14th 2017, Carmarthen. 

Dr Paul Sinnadurai, Chair LERC Wales Limited and Natural Resources Manager, Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority.  

Links 

LERC Wales ‘Our Shared Vision’: https://www.lercwales.org.uk/downloads/OurSharedVision.pdf 

Aderyn: http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home 

Sample Aderyn search: https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/search/2909818?key=sQom7JZ4qI5E3DKv 

Record a Square: https://www.bis.org.uk/survey 

Mary Gillham Archive Project: http://www.marygillhamarchiveproject.com/the-project/ 

 SEWBReCORD: https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/ 

  

 

Please add more details on separate pages if required. 
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YOUR NAME: Janet Imlach 

Relationship to nominee: BIS Manager, LERC Wales Ltd Company Secretary 

Your contact details: 

Address: Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys. LD3 7LB 

Phone: 01874 610881 

E-mail:janet@bis.org.uk 


