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FRITS ABOUT 2018 No.4, with Frits About 2019 – No. 1 

(92 new report items in this edition – received since 22nd August 2018)  

  

Dear all,  
 

Apologies that this edition has taken so long to appear – but now also includes early 2019 Marsh Fritillary (MF) larvae basking sightings!  

 

August, having brought the return of a familiar pattern of Welsh summer weather after two months of unfamiliar summer weather, left 

us with a September & first half of October, still on the dry & calm side, even though punctuated by a couple of bouts of severe wind & 

rain. Undoubtedly, the summer sizzle brought some unique opportunities for fritillaries, for butterfly enthusiasts and indeed the 

landowners and farmers on whose land they breed.  
 

In summary, it seems that Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF), Silver Washed Fritillary (SWF) and particularly MF have benefitted, 

with SPBF having a good first brood and a partial second brood. MF has successfully expanded its presence considerably in 

Carmarthenshire at least, with no less than 73 new fields (recorded as occupied by MFs for first time in 2018), plus 3 more in nearby 

Seven Sisters in Neath Port Talbot. We’ve had the significant survey advantage of MF webs being visible during late June and whole of 

July, as there has been virtually no rain to wash away the webbing which the early instar caterpillars produce. If you want a simple guide 

to MF life cycle go to https://butterflyconservation.ie/wp/butterflies/life-cycle/. SWF seems to have emerged earlier than normal, with good 

(occasionally big) numbers spreading out from traditional sites. 

 

Perhaps the other three fritillaries in Wales benefitted less from our exceptional summer of 2018. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) numbers 

were down by almost 40% at its one remaining locality in Wales and this is of obvious concern and we will be reviewing possible factors 

with those managing other sites in West Country and Lake District, where news isn’t particularly great either.  

https://butterflyconservation.ie/wp/butterflies/life-cycle/
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF)  has been fairly average and variable apart from Ewyas Harold (just in England) where it did well. Also, 

Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) numbers seem to have been slightly down, although its range still appears to be as widespread. 
 

2019 Early activity. 

Basking MF larvae have been reported from two south Wales sites so far. We hope that the exceptional MF expansion in 

Carmarthenshire will show through to 2019, as we ran out of volunteers and time to get to all likely sites in 2018.  
 

 

We will be trying to visit more sites in 

flight season and web season this year, so 

please let us know if you’d like to get 

involved.  
 

Don’t forget also we run work parties, 

mostly volunteers, to help conserve 

habitat for MF and HBF. Could you get 

involved?  

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition.  

 
 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well.  
There is now also a Facebook discussion group set up by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s Facebook page                     

and BC Wales Facebook page.   Please keep Frits About contributions coming to me at my new e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com 

Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news generally. 
Contributions to Frits About are the views of the individuals concerned and do not necessarily represent the views of Butterfly Conservation Wales. 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
https://www.facebook.com/bcwales/
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF)  
 

No new reports. (Flight season ended in June and second broods very unusual). 

 

Montgomery Wildlife Trust advise (12th September): “For those who don’t already know, I am delighted to inform you that MWT has secured NRW funding for our 

Precious Pearls project, meaning we are able to undertake habitat management for PBFs this winter and next, up to December 2019, when the project finishes. The 

funding also supports the 2019 Spring surveys, as well as increased people engagement, including the creation of new interpretation”. 
 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 2 new reports (including second brood)  
(Flight season normally ends in July but occasional second broods, as this year in North Wales & Pembs). 
 

Caerphilly 

Sue Westwood advises: “In June 2018, at Gwaun Gledyr SSSI, Caerphilly (ST 1386 & ST1387) I saw small pearls in 5 separate, adjacent Rhos pasture fields.  They 

were widespread at the site, in smallish numbers (18 in total) but it was a relatively quick walk through and I expect there were more.  (This is an old marsh frit 

site and there was lots of habitat there.)” 

 

North Wales 

Andrew Graham sent a few brief notes: “Many records from across North Wales. This remains a reasonably common butterfly. Second brood individuals seen not 

just on the coast, as usual, but also in the hills, up to 360m above sea level.” 

 

3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) – 88 new reports, including 2 from early 2019 
 

Anglesey 

Andrew Graham sent a few brief notes: “Persists in one tiny, much-visited area on Cors Erddreiniog NNR. Numbers are very low but appear to be stable”. 
 

Caerphilly 

Mark Allen reports from Aberbargoed Grasslands SAC: “We had a total web count of 172.  Our core field still had the majority, with 103 webs, but it was good to 

see that the remaining 69 webs were spread over 7 different fields”. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

 

Caernarvonshire 

Andrew Graham sent a few brief notes: Lleyn. Unchanged? Quite a good year on the non-farmland bog sites (Cors Gyfelog, Cors Graianog and the Bwlch-derwin 

pingo). 

 

Carmarthenshire  

Since 22nd August, MFs have been reported/recorded in 53 individual fields, some of which are reported below (but not all, as many were part of a habitat 

assessment commissioned by Carms CC to inform planning process and/or were on private or confidential sites). 

Overall, the totality of 2018 MF reports in Carmarthenshire brings total of apparently newly occupied fields in 2018 flight season plus larval web season to 72 such 

fields. Most of the flight season reports were included in tabular form in Frits About 2018 No 2, and early season larval web finds in Frits About 2018, No 3, so not 

repeated here. In summary, however, 

 New fields containing larval webs found in 2018 survey in Mynydd Mawr area but o/s current SPG (project area) boundary = 31 new fields 

 New fields containing larval webs found in 2018 survey in Mynydd Mawr area but within current SPG boundary = 5 new fields 

 New fields with larval webs found in 2018 in other Carms metapopulations = 10 new fields 

 New fields with adults only found in 2018 in Mynydd Mawr metapopulation = 4 new fields 

 New fields with adults only found in 2018 in other Carms metapopulations = 22 new fields 

 

RGS and Deborah Sazer found 52 webs today (7th September) at the Temple Bar fen meadow. This is highest count of three years’ visits.  
 

Amanda Evans: “I found 2 (soggy!) larval webs yesterday (20th September) at a site which adjoins Caeau Ffos Fach (BC’s reserve in Cross Hands). Most of the field 

is overgrazed by horses, but there are a few taller areas of grass around a scrubby bit of field. The owner was really chuffed and has agreed to graze some of that 

area less heavily next year. Unfortunately this field isn’t in an agreement with the project”.  
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Carmarthenshire cont. 

Between mid-August and late September, RGS found several new sites for MF, by way of 

larval webs encountered during MF habitat assessments carried out for Carms CC. These 

were notably near Cynheidre, Five Roads, Horeb and Pontyberem, but also near Drefach, 

Foelgastell and Blaenau. 
 

Peter Sturgess was also able to contribute new sites from surveys for Dwr Cymru, around 

Pontyberem, southern Cross Hands and Cwmgwili areas.    
 

Rob Parry advises (4th September): “Just come back from the two fields in Cwmgors 

opposite the defunct railway. 4 webs at the side of the railway track before you get to the 

fields. 187 webs in the 2 fields altogether. I only surveyed from the path through the 

field”. 
 

On 13th September, a group of BC volunteers with Amanda Evans and George Tordoff, found 

84 larval webs across BC’s reserve (Caeau Ffos Fach with Median Farm) in Cross Hands and 

land to north-west (Aerial photo right) These were well distributed across 6 SSSI fields, 

plus a non SSSI field which BC has been restoring and was occupied for the first time in 

recent memory. 

 

2019 early activity 

A joint BC/WTSWW work party on a glorious 14th February 2019 at a private site near 

Ynys Dawela in Brynamman, produced basking caterpillars in two groups spotted by George 

Tordoff.  
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

 

Ceredigion  

Clare Williams (extract from e-mail) “I saw mainly second and third instar larvae at Rhos Talglas in Ceredigion last Thursday (23rd August) with one web supporting 

4th instars and one vacated web with no sign of any new web or larvae nearby”. 

 

Corinne Benbow & Alan Kearsley-Evans report: “6 larval webs (and that was without doing a really thorough search) on a field (approx. 1.6ha) owned by a lady 

(smallholder) and adjacent to some rhos pasture which also looks promising. The grid reference puts it in SN6059. The lady has worked hard to manage her land for 

wildlife and was over the moon with the discovery!  As Al says, she’s very concerned about what might happen to the site when she’s no longer around or able to 

maintain it. Interestingly, she had a nicely preserved MF that she had found on her doorstep 20 years ago so this looks like it has good historical credentials!”.  

George Tordoff advised that the nearest extant site that we know of is the Comins Capel Betws SSSI which is 2.5km to the south-east. Ed: However, it later 

emerged (by coincidence of the lady’s name) that RGS recalls a previous communication from the same lady, reporting a single adult in 2013. Single adult records are 

not normally regarded as evidence of a breeding site, so the 2018 larval webs move us forward nicely.  
 

Russel Hobson: “We helped with the web transects at Rhos Llawr Cwrt yesterday (30th August). We had a total of 5 webs on four of the 50m transects. We only 

found one additional web off transect. They we all very small and proud of the vegetation. Inside the grazing exclosure we counted 72 webs (11 last year) and 

searched 50% of it. They were large with lots of abandoned webbing. The advice sent last year still stands - only grazing for about 6 weeks from mid June to early 

August in the main compartment might be good for one year. If necessary either some mopping-up grazing by ponies over winter or some early season cattle grazing 

the following year. It would also be good to move the exclosure up the fence line.”  
 

Em Foot, sent a marsh frit update from Ceredigion's WTSWW reserves: “Rhos Glyn yr Helyg (15th, 16th & 22nd August) 818 webs, spread throughout the site, 

lots of "splurge" and lots of caterpillars; Rhos Pil Bach (5th Sept) just 1 web (but this is better than the last few years!); Rhos Marion (part of the same SSSI 

as Pil Bach) 2 webs (29th Aug), lots of flowering scabious; Rhos Fullbrook (23rd Aug) 14 webs, lots of scabious. A pretty good year for us (A lot earlier than 

usual too)”. Another nice surprise was that Phil Ward came across a small MF larval web at WTSWW’s Rhos Glandenys reserve near Cross Inn on 19th July 2018. 

This may be a new MF site, at least in recent years (Lizzie tells me it’s surrounding by modern agriculture! - Ed).  
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Heads of Valleys 

Ben Williams: “I went up to (a private site on outskirts of) Hirwaun this morning (7th September) to do a larval web count.  I found 50 in the larger part and 6 in the 

triangle next to the woods, so 56 altogether. I was going to another site when I bumped into Nick Sharp and a colleague doing counts in fields alongside the main 

road towards Penderyn.  I joined them and they found 7 in one field and 4 in the other, both these fields were checked by me about eight years ago and I had 

never found any butterflies or webs in them, over a period of three years.  Both fields had been overgrazed but Nick had got the owner to remove the cattle and 

the habitat had responded”. 

Karen Wilkinson: “We had 259 webs at Blaen Cynon SAC. All of the smaller blocks within the SAC had good numbers, with areas where we have not seen webs for a 

number of years being occupied, which is very good news. We switched to a transect based approach on the main block at Bryn-y-gaer which has obviously resulted 

in a reduction of webs, and also the count was undertaken after a period of heavy rain - but webs were well distributed and the habitat looks good”. Nick Sharp 

added a little detail to above from Karen: “Cors Bryn y Gaer fields either side of A4059: 12 counted (MF re-appeared here after an absence of over 5 years); 

Woodland Park fields immediately east of the Cynon: 5 (MF re-appeared here after an absence of several years); NRW-owned land in Woodland Park: 81 

(roughly double last year’s count); privately owned unit in Woodland Park with small enclosure: 84 (again roughly double last year’s count) and Main block: 77 

counted (N.B this wasn’t a full search, we’re now doing transects there and it was counted in bright, glary sun immediately following a heavy downpour so conditions 

were far from ideal – I would assume this block has actually done very well this year)”. 

 

Merionethshire 

Andrew Graham sent a few brief notes: “Harlech. Exterminated on the Morfa Harlech NNR due to deliberate actions taken by NRW - against all warnings of the 

inevitable consequences. A few persist in one small area of ‘rough’ on the golf course. 

Dolgellau. A mixed situation. One field just north of the town had an estimated 300 webs in 2Ha of habitat, i.e. 150 webs/Ha. Elsewhere numbers were poor”. 
 

Merthyr Tydfil 

It is rumoured (but no confirmed yet as far as we know) that up to several hundred larval webs were present at a site in Merthyr Tydfil, where they apparently only 

"re-appeared" 3 years ago. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Pembs 

David Redhead reports: “On Friday (24th August) at Rhosfach Mire, John Steer & I found 18 occupied MF webs and the remains of 4 devoid of caterpillars”.  
 

David Redhead also reports finding no larval webs on 21st September at New Park Farm, despite an earlier MF adult sighting by Matt Sutton: "Single adult at the 

flushed field by the estuary at New Park SN043 063 around 5pm today (Saturday 9th June); could be more, some good patches of Succisa. A new site to me at 

least. Accessed by kayak rather than permission sought. The site used to be in Tir Gofal but seems to have survived. Barely grazed but doesn't need much. Then, on 

12th June, I visited the said large field and found two adult Marsh Fritillaries. I have to admit the first was moribund having got caught up in a spider's web, 

however the second was very much alive. GPS readings put them in SN0406.  

 

Swansea 

Deborah Sazer observes: “Welshmoor today (28th August) - I don't think they have recovered from Sunday's monsoon yet. We found 2 webs at the northeast 

edge, 2 near the southern edge, and 3 where you found them along the northwest edge. They were all small. The larvae ranged from large & light to tiny & 

black, which is a bit odd...  It also seemed that an awful lot of Succisa doesn't have flowers, more than usual - but no way to verify that!”. 
 

George Tordoff sent an interesting observation: “I found two parasitoid cocoons in a web on 

Fairwood Common yesterday (30th August), the first I've seen. They were inside a closed web 

which I'd opened slightly to check the instar of the larvae. Perhaps this is why we don't see 

them more often? The first generation of Cotesia bignellii larvae is said to emerge from 3rd 

instar larvae in August - maybe this takes place inside 'closed' webs when the larvae are 

moulting into their 4th instar, as is the case in the web in my photo (see right)? I don't usually 

tamper with the webs (though I am covered by a species licence to do this). Interestingly this 

was in a subsite where we've not found webs for several years (Subsite 4 on the edge of Gelli-

hir Wood). There were 14 webs in this area yesterday; the parasitoid has quickly moved back 

in too (there were webs just across the road last year, so they didn't need to travel far). I've 

retained one cocoon to try and rear the adult wasp to confirm it is C. bignellii and not the 

other species (C. melitaearum) which is supposed to have a northern distribution. Not sure how 

easy the adults are to separate though!”   

Photo right: Cocoon of parasitiod wasp in MF larval web, credit G. Tordoff 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Swansea cont. 

George Tordoff on 31st August: “Made a good start on Fairwood Common yesterday (30th), doing the transects I usually do plus the bits by Gellihir Wood. Web 

numbers are good this year - I had 52 webs in these areas compared with 19 in the equivalent patches last year. However, this masks the fact that there has been 

hardly any grazing over much of the site this year and habitat quality is deteriorating; it urgently needs grazing next year. I had a quick look at Pengwern and found 

a couple of webs near the road. There are cows on at the moment and they have done a decent job in some areas. A few webs were closed with black 4th instar 

larvae, many were closed 3rd instar webs (presumably about to moult into their 4th instar), and some were actively-feeding 2nd and 3rd instar webs.” 

 

Tonyrefail and South RCT  

Nothing further to report, except that Lucie Bromfield noticed some extensive burning of the usual area, NE of Tonyrefail, which appears to have occurred during 

February half term week, when weather was exceptionally dry, sunny & warm. Despite land having been sold off in small parcels by previous frustrated developer in 

2018, to several new owners some of whom had pony-grazing interests, no obvious new fencing has yet appeared.  

Ben Williams popped in to Church Village bypass fields during February 2019 and noted basking larvae.     

 

Ystradgynlais metapopulation (including Ystradgynlais, Crynant & Seven Sisters) 

Chris Jones reports (30th August): “Just done Rhos Hen-Glyn-Isaf; had 1 web. Only 2 of us did it and the cows had been on there for the last 2- 3 weeks but gone 

now”. 

George Tordoff: “Chris, Sarah, Gareth and I had a fabulous web count at Seven Sisters on Friday (31st August). We racked up a mighty 182 webs in usual areas, 

west of forest road barrier. It might be worth searching some further areas of the site this week if you have time. We also did the Nant y Rhos SSSI field (near 

Crynant) and, despite recent cattle grazing and trampling, found 152 webs. 

RGS reports: “3 new sites were added to MF distribution in Seven Sisters by a group of volunteers (Gareth T, Judy, Kath & I) on 5th September. All three 

locations had been checked regularly for occupation in the years since assessed for MF habitat in 2006. They were in the fields between rugby club, houses, forest 

and the long established regular Marsh Fritillary site. We found 6 webs in the field beyond the cemetery, where I'd looked several times in last 5 years. Habitat 

still looks good and bonuses were finding a patch of sheep's bit and several Greater Burnet plants, neither of which I'd noticed previously. We then found 3 webs in 

the field accessed from across the footbridge over the stream on the footpath heading south after heading east out of the car park. Same side of railway as field 

above. (The displays of orange Bog Asphodel heads will be stunning in a couple of weeks in field above this one). It took most of the afternoon to search the fields 

on west side of railway - over stile behind rugby club building, then keep heading south - footpath all the way across these fields. The first two were still over-

grazed by 6 horses, whereas after the first stile into the third & fourth fields, only 3 horses present and much better structure. We did eventually find one larval 

web with caterpillars inside”. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

2019 Basking MF larvae have been reported from three south Wales sites so far. All 

presumably were fourth instar larvae, whereas Matthew Oates reports fifth instar 

larvae already from Strawberry Banks in the Cotswolds (image right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – no new reports 
 

5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – No reports 
 

6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) – no new reports  
 

 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midnight on 11th March 2019, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll compile and pass on to BC 

Wales office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

 

Richard Smith, 

12th March 2019. 


