
Dragonflies, Breconshire VC42, 5th August 2018 

 

The male Ruddy Darter by the Camlais stream on Mynydd Illtyd which 

Sue and Steve Wilce found on 5th July was still there for them on 

19th, and for me on 24th. So this distinctive individual stayed in the 

same spot for at least twenty days. 

 

 

 

That was the first record in Breconshire 

since 1999, but on Saturday another turned up by the Llynfi stream outlet at 

Llangorse Lake. It was very approachable, allowing me to take its picture from 

about a foot with a 90mm macro lens, and if it did fly away it would return to 

the same favourite perches. 

 

 

On 19th July the Wilces also noted Common Darter, Keeled Skimmer and Common and Southern Hawkers 

along the Camlais. At what remained of Mynydd Illtyd's western pool they found Common and Black      

Darters including mating pairs, two Southern Hawkers and worn Four-spotted Chasers. 

 

My visit to the stream on 24th produced a fine tally of 12 spe-

cies - 1 Ruddy, 4 Common and 1 ovipositing Black Darter, 6 

Keeled Skimmers, 3 each of Southern and Common Hawker, 

more than 50 damselflies of 5 species, and  5 Golden-

ringed—4 calling birds etc! Unfortunately very few of these 

appeared on 28th for the BIS Dragonfly Day, clearly showing 

how elusive dragonflies become when the weather is cloudy 

and breezy. We adjourned to the BIS office for a slide show. 

 

 

Mark Waldron's sightings at Craig y Nos CP ponds on 21st July included 

3 Emperors, a Golden-ringed and at least 280 mixed blue damselflies. 

On 1st August, with Steph Coates of the Wildlife Trust and other natu-

ralists, I surveyed the fine pond which Malcolm and Angela  Roberts 

have made near Trallong. There were damselflies - Azure, Common 

Blue, Blue-tailed and Emerald - Common Darters and an Emperor. 

Ruddy darter, Llynfi stream 
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Emerald damselfly 

Near Trallong 1 August 

Black darter , Camlias stream 24 July 



Brown hawker, Llynfi stream,4 August 

Yesterday as well as photographing the Ruddy Darter, I tried to take flight shots of a Brown Hawker which 

was patrolling the Llynfi between the bridges off Llangorse Common (presumably the same one as seen 

there by Steve and Sue on 19th July).  My technique was to set high ISO, focus on a spot down the stream 

and start shooting as it came into view, hoping that one or two of the pictures might be sharp enough. 

Fortunately Brown Hawkers have obvious orange wings so you can tell what it is. This species is apparent-

ly more common to the south and north of our county where the Tompkinson's pools at Sarnau are the 

only regular sight I know of. 

Anne Griffiths sent me a photo of a Golden-ringed dead in the water in the Grwyne Fawr valley, perhaps 

caught by the surface tension. Alan Salter on 3rd August photographed a Broad-bodied Chaser ovipos-

iting by flicking its tail in the water. Oddly three segments of its abdomen were largely blue so it looked 

like a male. Some pruinescence may appear on old females.   

 Hawkers are flying now. If you see a big bright dragonfly visiting a garden pond or flying along a lane it is 

probably Southern Hawker. At upland streams and pools and swamps Common Hawker is the first option. 

Migrant Hawkers are out  in numbers at Llangorse Lake, with a few around Brecon. In short Common 

Hawker is uncommon away from its preferred habitat. 

 Have you taken up the Challenge on the British Dragonfly website, www.british-dragonflies.org.uk? Or 

made a complete site list? Dragonfly distribution is changing and it is time  to update the Atlas. 

All these images and more can be found on the BIS website Gallery. 
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